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EARLY GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF

THE KALAMAZOO LEGAL PROFESSION

(1830-1860)

In 1829 Titus Bronson, potato planter and wanderer

deluxe came out of the East to erect the first log cabin

in the wilderness of Kalamazoo County. The following

year the Legislative Council of the Michigan Territory

established Kalamazoo County. In 1831 Governor Lewis

Cass appointed John Allen and Calvin Smith as com

missioners to locate a suitable site for the county

seat.

Titus Bronson convinced commissioners Allen

and Smith that his village of Bronson was the ideal

spot in which to locate the county seat. An important

factor was that Bronson had agreed to donate sizeable

plots of his own land as the sites for the future erection

of county institutions. A further indication of his

generosity was the donation of a sixteen square rod

plot of ground, upon which a court house was to be
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erectecI. 1

In the Fall of 1832 a territorial road was estab-

lished originatirig at Detroit and proceeding Westward

through Jackson" Battle Creek" and Bronson to

Chicago. Additional settlers arrived" and by 1833

Titus Bronson's single log cabin was joined by twenty

others. 2 The village and county continued to grow

and by 1837 the county population was 1" 373. 3 By

1840" Bronson, since renamed Kalamazoo" was one

of the largest villages in the new state of Michigan. 4

From 1829 to 1834 there had been no great need

for lawyers in frontier Bronson. However, during

this period two Eastern attorneys did arrive in the

county.

In the fall of 1831.. Lyman I. Daniels" at the age

of twenty-five" settled in Schoolcraft. Daniels had

previously been a resident of Otsego County" New York. 5

1.. George N. Fuller.. Historic Michigan (Place
and date of publication unknown) Vol. 3" po 155.

2. Kalamazoo Gazette. October 18.. 1925.
3. Samuel W. Durant.. History of Kalamazoo

County. Philadelphia 1880.. p. 172.
4. In 1836 the village of Bronson was renamed

Kalamazoo by the village council. In 1837 Michigan
was admitted to statehood.

5. Durant.. History of Kalamazoo County. p. 115.
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The first lawyer of the new village of Bronson

was Cyrus Lovell, an emigrant from Vermont.

Reaching Bronson in the fall of 1832, Lovell soon

constructed the first frame house ever built in the

village. He remained in Bronson until 1836, when

he moved to Ionia, Michigan. 6 In the beginning of

Bronson legal history, Lovell was significant

because, as the first ProsecutiJ;lg attorney, he

was involved in many of the early Kalamazoo

County court litagations. 7

Legend has it that Lovell once defended Titus

Bronson in an early lawsuit. Marcus B. Hounsom

had constructed a sawmill for Titus Bronson and

had brought suit against him. According to the story;

Titlis was an inveterate whittIer, especially when he

was nervous. During the trial he became agitated

and began to whittle on the window sash" whereupon

6. Lovell achieved prominence as a lawyer
in Ionia, and was appointed as a delegate to the
Michigan Constitutional Convention of 1850. See:
Durant" History of Kalamazoo County" p. 116.

7. Lovell's name appears as counsel in
the first county court ever held in Bronson in
October of 1832. See: Fisher & Little, History
and Biography of Kalamazoo County Michigan,
Chicago 1906, p. 53
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Lovell cried out in the middle of his argument, "Bron,

what are you doing? You are the damndest man I ever

isa'W. It Bronson retorted, "Well I don't know what I'm

about. It "This matter perplexes me so.. I would rather

have the. life lease of a Frenchman than this pesky saw

mill. ,,8

Section two of an act by the Legislative Council

of Michigan dated July 3D, 1830 stated.. ItThat there

shall be a county court established in Kalamazoo County

which shall be held on the third Tuesday of October in

each year. It 9

On the third Tuesday of October, 1831, the first

Kalamazoo County Court assembled at the home of

Abraham I. Shaver0 The court was opened in pursuance

of Law, and promptly adjourned to the school-house in

Brady Township. Hazel Harrison and Stephen Hoyt were

the judges. 10

A Grand Jury was empaneled and Stephan Vickery

was appointed chairman, the first in the county's history.

For their services, the members of the Grand Jury re-

ceived seventy-five cents a day. From the first meeting

of the Grand Jury, until the Court House was' erected in

8. Gazette.. October 18" 1925.
9. Fuller, Historic Michigan Vol. 3, p. 165-166.

10. Durant.. History of Kalamazoo County p. 105
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1837.. 11 the jurors were required to hold their meetings

"outside and away from the seat of justice." When the

first jail was constructed it included a room for Grand

Jury deliberations. There the jurors assembled and

received their instructions from the judge. After being

instructed the jury· -sought the shade of the nearest

J ~ .
Greenwood Tree or stroll off through the woods -afte-decide

the fate of the accused. They then returned with If solemn

steps and slow~ " to the presence of the judge and reporte.d'

their con~lusions.12

The case of George Shaw v Abraham I. Shaver

and Ephraim Harrison was taken up by the court. The

nature of this case, other than it was an appeal case

from a previous territorial court, is· unknown.. Lyman

1Daniels~ one of the attorneys in the case~ made a

motion to strike the appeal from the record. The

motion was denied~ and the case was adjourned to

the next term of the County Court in 1832.

During the first session of the county court the

Grand Jury presented an indictment for perjury against

11. On April 28, 1836, $6000.06 was appropriated to
build a Court House. The building was erected in 1837 and
was used until a:t least 1880. Ibid. 1. 110:

12. Durant, History of :Kalamazoo County. p. 106
(Footnote on bottom of page. )
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Isaac Tolland. The indictment was quashed upon

motion by Lyman L Daniels. Daniels had based his

motion on the fact that Abraham I. Shaver, who had

administered the oath to Tolland, was not a legally

appointed justice of the peace. 13

Having disposed of the immediate business,

the occasion of this first court meeting14 called for

a celebration. It has been said that, IIThis first court

sitting was one in which judges, jurors, and clients

all joined in a grand social and bibulous reunion

where mirth and fun grew fast and furious. ,,15

On October 16, 1832, the first county court to

assemble in the newly designated county seat of Bronson

met in Titus Bronson's log cabin. Bazel Harrison was

13. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County p. 105.

14. The county courts were first established in
the Michigan Territory in 18150 They were to be pre
sided over by one chief justice and two associate justices
appointed by the governor. These courts had exclusive
jurisdiction in all civil matters where matters in dispute
exceeded twenty dollars. (matters of less then twenty
dollars were handled by the justices of the peace.) The
county courts had no jurisdiction in ejectment matters.
They could not issue writs of mandamus and error.
They did, however, have official cognizance of all other
matters not capital in nature. In these early courts
judgement· could be rendered against the plaintiff.
Executions included the body, unless sufficient property
was found to satisfy it. The law exempted from seizure
one sheep, one hog, and the tools and bedding apparrel
of the defeated party. Ibid., p. 103.

15. Ibid. J 10 105.

(6)



the chief justice~ and Stephen Hoyt and Titus Bronson

were the associate justices.

The first case was the United States vs. Hannah

Carpenter. The defendant was indicted for tithe crime

of the woman whom Jesus of Nazareth bade~ Igo and

sin no morel." She was fined twenty-five dollars and

costs. Also" at this court session" John Hascall was

admitted to the bar.

The session also heard the appeal suit of Shaw

vs. Shaver and Harrison. The defendants lost the

appeal and were fined a total of sixty-one dollars and

twenty cents. 16

Titus Bronson also appeared as a litigant at

this session. It was a civil matter against Chauncey

E. Merwin~ who was convicted and fined thirty dollars. 17

A second type of court was introduced in early

Kalama~oo.18 The first session of the Circuit Co~t

16. Ibid. ~ p.p. 105-106.
17. Ibid. ~ p. 106.
18. The Circuit Courts of the Michigan Counties

were created by the Legislative Council in 1824. These
courts were held in each of the organized counties by a
justice of the Supreme Court. They had original juris
diction~ of all civil matters exceeding $1000. OO~ and
concurrent jurisdiction with the County Courts in all
actions outside the jurisdictions of the justices of the
peace. They also had original jurisdiction of all
actions of an ejectment or capital nature~ and ap-
pellant powers over the County Courts. See: Ibid. ~ P. 104.
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of Kalamazoo County was held on November 4" 1833.

William A. Fletcher" circuit judge" presided. He

was assisted by associate justice Caleb Eldred and

Cyren Burdick. 19 Lyman I. Daniels replaced Cyrus

Lovell as prosecuting attorney due to the latter's

absence.

At this first Circuit Court session the examining

committee" composed of Lyman I. Daniels" A.

McGuffy and C. Lancaster" recommended that L.

More and J. Humphrey be admitted to the practise

of law in Kalamazoo County. 20

The case of Shaw vs. Shaver and Harrison was

again appealed. The Circuit Court sustained ~he County

Court's previous decision.

The Grand Jury indicted a number of individuals

for participating in a general fist-fight. Lyman L

Daniels acting prosecuting attorney was among those

indicted. He pleaded guilty" and was subsequently

required to pay a fine.

At the May" 1834" session of the Circuit Court"

Nathan Harrison obtained a license to operate a ferry

19. For a complete listing of Circuit Court
justices to 1882 see appendix A.

20. Ibid." p. 106.
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across the Kalamazoo River. The cour established the

rates Harrison was to charge for his se vice. Two horses

and a wagon could be ferried across for twenty-five cents,

and for each additional horse six and 0 quarter cents

was charged. A human passenger was likewise charged

six and one quarter cents.

In the November, 1834, session 0 the Circuit

Court, Joseph Knight, formerly a nati~ of Queens

County Ireland, filed the first declarati n for American

Citizenship. Also Robert McIntosh was indicted for

gaming and selling liquor to the indians 21

The third type of court that influe ced the growth of

the legal profession in Kalamazoo was t e Probate Court.

A provision for the establishment of Pr bate Courts

had existed in the Michigan Territory s ce 1787 when

the Northwest Ordinance allowed courts to administer

estates and wills. In 1813, a probate c urt was set

up in each county with the Probate Judg s appointed by

the governor. The judges received ann al salaries, and

were required to keep their own ~ecord •

The Probate Court had full cogniz ce of mortuary

matters and. was under the appelate juri diction of the

21. Ibid., p. 106.
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state Supreme Court. 22

In the probate court" contesting parties were

required to pay for their own litigations. In 1837"

the power to sell real estate for the payment of

debts was given to the Probate Courts. 23

Probate Courts had existed in Bronson since

1831. Isaac Barnes was the first Probate Judge.

He served from 1831 to 1838. 24

Prior to the year 1834 there had been few

lawyers in Kalamazoo. The demand for" "wise

counsellors" able advocates" and men learned in

the law" was not great. There had been few contracts

made" and the courts were not often resorted to for

their violation. Other than an occasional Grand Jury:'

indictment for selling liquor to the indians" there

were few criminal acts to be litigated" in the courts

of Kalamazoo County.

22. The Supreme Court was the first court est
ablished in the Michigan Territory. It was originally
organized by Governor Hull in July" 1805. The court
consisted of one supreme judge and two associates.
They were nominated by the President and confirmed
by the Senate. In all cases where the title of land was
involved" this court had original jurisdiction. It had
original and concurrent jurisdiction in all cases where
the sum in dispute exceeded two hundred dollars. And
it had appellate jurisdiction in all other types of cases.
It had original and exclusive jurisdiction in all divorce
cases" and capital punishment cases. Ibid." p. 103.

23. Ibid." PP. 104-105. --
24. For a complete listing to 1880 of Kalamazoo

Probate Court Judges" see: Appendix B.
(10)



The year 1834 was the first good business year

for the village. A new general store was erected on

Main Street. Tailor, blacksmith and harness shops

were opened. However, the most significant event

was the movement of the government land office

from White PigiDn to Bronson. With it came a

score of new inhabitants, not a few of whom were

lawyers and land speculators. 25

With the establishment of the land office in

Bronson and the concurrent influx of attorneys and

land speculators the pace of events speeded up in

the rapidly expanding frontier community of Bronson.

People from the East swarmed in to buy a plot of

ground, sometimes sight unseen" often paying no

further attention to it and finally allowing it to be

sold for taxes. 26 Bronson was continually filled

with men looking for land" and speculators looking

for the unwary.

Land speculation which had begun slowly in

1834" reached its peak in 1836. The sale of land in

1834 was 128,000 acres selling for $160" 000.00.

In 1835, 746, 000 acres were sold for $932" 000. 00,

25. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County p. 115.
26. Ibid., p. 221.
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and in the peak year of 1836~ the culmination was reached

with 1~ 634~ 511 acres disposed of $2~ 043~ 866.87. 27

The huge land speculation business of 1836 created

problems .for the pioneer inhabitants of Kalamazoo. The

entire square in front of the Kalamazoo House~ the

present site of the Burdick Hotel~ was white with the

tents of men looking for land.

Due to the enormity of volume in the land business,

Zephaniah Platt opened a General Land Agency. Platt

advertised in the""Kalamazoo Gazetteof'r' that he~ "would

deal in lands for a reasonable profit~ or act as your

attorney at law. "28

The two land offices were surrounded by the tem-

porary canvas residences of lanp. lookers.

The problem of feeding the land seekers was

paramount. The towns hostelries were filled to capacity,

and hungry men~ by the hundreds, were turned away.

A hotel keepers daughter reported, "that for weeks to-

gether there would not be another foot of sleeping room

left in the house unoccupied; while from morning till

27. Ibid., p. 221.
28. Kalamazoo Gazette~ February 11, 1837.
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night one followed another with a rapidity equal to the

ration of culinary capacities." Every house was a hostelry

and every cabin had a stranger or two as additional

boarders. Determined men guarded their homes. Guards

were placed at the windows and doors of the hotels. Even

then it was difficult to keep back the hungry hoard.

I1Frequently some man more bold and sage would jump

the sill and beg to remain until his appetite might be

appeased. ,,29

Having but little actual legal business, the attorneys

that had established themselves in Kalamazoo County

previous to the land boom shifted with the times. They

now spent their time examining county lands, and recom-

mending to Eastern Capitalists particular localities for

investments. 30

Land speculation was particularly renumerative,

and consequently attractive to the early Kalamazoo legal

profession. Accordingly, more Eastern attorneys

arrived to cash in on the bonanza.

Richard O'Brien, previously a resident of Phila

delphia, advertised in the r1"'"Kalamazoo Gazette"' that he

29. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County, p. 218.
30. Ibid., p. 115.
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was tendering his services to the citizens of Kalamazoo"

and that ft all business confided to him would be met

with neatness and dispatch" in accordance with the

legal principles of the land. It O'Brien further pointed

out that his office was located two doors West of the

Land Office and upstairs. 31

In the 1836 zenith" the land business reached

gigantic proportions. At times the government land

office was forced to close down due to a tidal wave

of volume. The town's half dozen lawyers or so had

more business than they could cope with. They were

continually busy drawing up deeds and contracts in

connection with the wild speculation of others l as well
,

"h h " I '''f "vi ias Wlt t err own specu atQ!jf actl t es.

Attorney services were at a premium. Lawyers

from other counties advertised their services. Cephas

A. Smith of Battle Creek" Calhoun County" Michigan

was such an enterpriser. Smith advertised that he

would do all "kinds of conveyances with neatness and

dispatch. It He further advised that if requested he

3J.. Kalamazoo Gazettel February 11" 1837.
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would receive agencies for land disposal, or prevent

waste or destruction of a clients land. Smith's generous

advertisements, however, always contained the stip-

ulation that for his services he should, "receive a

moderate compensation for so doing. 1132

In July of 1837 the sale of government lands de-

creased. Most of the land sold in the preceeding six

months had been purchased by farmers and settlers,

and only 25,000 acres remained for sale in Kalamazoo

Co~ty.

With the disappearance of government land, spec-

ulators began to advertise their choice lots. One ad

read:

"LANDSl LANDSI
10,000 acres of Michigan lands for sale to
actual settlers. Liberal terms: Will not
object to part cash down.

William L. Downing." 33

The first fatal affray between~te men occured

in 1837, near the end of the land heyday. Two men,

Hannibal and Martin, were digging a ditch on Harrison

street. A dispute over how the ditch should be dug

32. Kalamazoo Gazette February 4, 1837.
33e Ibid., July 8, 1837.

(15)



developed with both men coming to blows. Martin

raised a pick intending to strike Hannibal. Hannibal

anticipated the blow and countered with a pitch fork

handle to the head, killing Martin instantlyIt Hannibal

was subsequently tried and acquitted on the basis of

a self defense plea. 34

Thus came to a close an era of Kalamazoo

4story (1834-1837), which besides.,: increasing pop-

ulation~ and stimulating commerce~ had firmly en

trenched several new lawyers, in the county soil..

Other than the Hannibal-Martin affair no unusual

c:r.iminal events occurred. The lawyers by diverting

their abilities to the land business had profited hand-

somely, and were prepared to face a coming period of

economic decline.

The decline of the land business, concurrent with

the national economic depression of 1837 caused a decline

of Kalamazoo commerce and industry. However~ after

their period of good fortune, the town's lawyers were

in good financial condition. Rather than sliding down-

34. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County p. 222.
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wards with the rest of business~ they continued to en

jpy a brisk legal trade such as executing mortgage and

bankruptcy litigations which were caused by the panic.

There again was an opportunity for pecuniary enhance

ment as they were able to acquire choice holdings at

a price far below their actual value.

In 1841, seven law firms were well established

in Kalamazoo, containing a total of at least eleven

lawyers. The population in 1841 was fifteen hundred

people, or approximately one lawyer for everyone hundred

and thirty-six people. 35 Most of these barristers had

emigrated from the East during the land boom period

and by 1841 had their roots firmly set in the political

and economic soil of Kalamazoo.

Kalamazoo's most important judicial and political

figure arrived during this period. He was Epaphroditus

Ransom. Ransom was born in Massachusetts and re

ceived his professional law training in the law school of

Northampton~ Massachusetts~ where he studied under

Peter R. Taft, father of Alphonso Taft of Ci:nci:natti~

former attorney general of the United States. Ransom

35. Kalamazoo Gazette February 5, 1841.
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arrived in Kalamazoo in 1834. Shortly after his arrival

in 1835" he entered into a law partnership with Charles

E. Stuart. Ransom received an appointment to the

Michigan Supreme Court in 1836. In 1843·Ransom

was designated Chief Justice of the court. In 1848 Ransom

resigned this high judicial office to become Governor

of Michigan.

The year 1834 also witnessed the arrival of

Mitchell Hinsdale. Hinsdale had formerly been a resi-

dent of Vermont. In 18~5 Hinsdale served as prosecuting

attorney.36 In 1836 he was designated probate judge"

holding this position until 1844.

Another distinguished barrister arrived in 1835.

He was Charles E. Stuart. Stuart had been born and

raised in the state of New York. In 1842" after a few

years of profitable land practise, one of which was in

partnership with Epaphroditus Ransom, he was elected

to membership in the Michigan Legislature. He later

served two terms in the United States House of Repre-

sentatives, and one term in the United States Senate.

While a Senator Mr. Stuart was responsible for the

36. For a list of the Prosecuting Attorneys see
Appendix Co
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passage of a law making possible the construction of a

canal at Sault St. Marie, a project which was a large

contributing factor in the great future industrial growth

of Michigan. 37

Nathaniel A. Balch came to Kalamazoo in 1837.

He was formerly a college professor in Vermont" where

he had taught mathematics. Balch was an exceptional

scholar. In Vermont he had studied law, medicine, and

the classics, being an exceptional Latin scholar. In

his time he was the most learned man of Kalamazoo.

He served as prosecuting attorney from 1842 to 1844.

lfi,1847 he was a member of the Michigan Senate.

Balch was always active in political affairs. As early

as 1842 he, along with Mitchell Hinsdale" was a member

of a five man Democratic County Committee. 38 As late

as 1880 he was still a member of the Kalamazoo Bar

Association, serving as its president, in that year. 39

Concerning the legal scene, the year 1854 pro-

duced the famous Arcadia War. This case, which was

in court several years, involved an argument between

37. Ibid." p. 120.
38. Kalamazoo Gazette September 30, 1842.
39. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County. p. 120.
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two men Hill and Ralston, and the village authorities.

It seems that the two men claimed as their property, a

portion of Eleanor Street, upon which they had constructed

a building. They refused to remove this building, and

denied that the street had any legal existence. The

village sent a notice ordering Hill and Ralston to

vacate their ill chosen site. They refused, whereupon

the marshall was ordered to proceed with the removal

of the building. The marshall attempted to do this on

August 19, 1853. When the marshall appeared the two

men forbade any attempt to remove their building, ex-

pressing an intent to resist to the limit of their capa

cities. The workmen, under the marshall's charge,

commenced to tear down the building and were

immediately fired upon by the owners. One of the

workmen, Charles Burdick was seve~lY wounded.

Burdick was removed from the scene and a second

assault was made upon the building. It was unsuc

cessful and two members of the police force were

slightly wounded for their efforts. Finally Hill and

Ralston were arrested and convicted ending the

episode of the Arcadia War. 40

40. Ibid., p. 231

(20)



From 1854 to 1861 the growth of Kalamazoo was

steady. The 'population in 1860 was 6, 075. Business

had kept abreast with the increasing population. New

streets had filled the vacant lots in the business dis-

trict, and many frame buildings had been replaced by

stone structures. A new bridge was constructed over

the Kalamazoo River in 1859, and many new churches

and schools had been erected. 41

The town's growth had" however" little affected

its legal p:rofession. Since the days of the land boom

the profession had sustained itself on every_day legal

matters" with just enough business at hand to occupy

around a dozen lawyers. In 1856 there were eleven

attorneys compared with ten doctors, two dentists,

and twelve retail grocers. 42

The legal profession had been integrated into

Kalamazoo ~ommerce in a moderate, successful

manner. Concerning a few of its founders, Mitchell

Hinsdale had died in 1854; Zephaniah Platt had re-

turned to New York; Charles E. Stuart and Nathaniel

41. Ibid." p. 232.
42. Troff" Theodore" Kalamazoo Commerce and

Industry (History Seminar Kalamazoo College" 1948)"
p. 23.
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Balch were active on the Kalamazoo legal scene until

the 1880's and Epaphroditus Ransom suffered a

business setback through faulty investments, and hadJ

like Titus Bronson, migrated further Westward. He

died at Ft. Scott Kansas on November 9 J 1859. While

i~ Kansas Ransom received an appointment as re

ceiver of public monies in the United States Land

Office. He had gone Westward attempting to rebuild

his f~tun.~ and would probably have succeeded, ex

cept for his untimely death. His remains were

brought back to Kalamazoo. He was one of the most

honored and respected legal personages ever pro

duced in Kalamazoo. He is one of three men in

Michigan History to serve both as Governor of the

State and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 43

Kalamazoo's early lawyers and jurists had pre

pared for admission to the bar by undergoing a period

of tutelage under anothEi":judge or attorney. The

earliest legal emmigrants had received their in

struction in reading the law in the East. A number of

Kalamazoo's semi-transient land lawyers had also

43. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County, p. 118.
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pursued a formalized course in jurisprudence.

Epaphroditus Ransom's law school training stood him

in good stead during his rapid rise to legal prominence.

It had been evident since territorial days that a

real need existed for a competent law school in the

Michigan Territory. The state constitution of 1837 had

provided for the creation of a law department in the

University of Michigan. Howeverl it was not until

1859 that the department was established. At this

time there were only eighteen law schools still

surviving in the countrYI and only four of these were

situated West of the Allegheny Mountains. 44

The enrollment records of the University of

Michigan Law School go back only to 1864. Walter

o. Balch, son of Nathaniel Balch was enrolled in

the school in 1864, along with Noah P. Bulloch, and

Austin George, all from Kalamazoo.

With ~nception the Michigan Law School, the

age of the foundation and establishment of a legal

profession ~n Kalamazoo was over. The succeeding

years were to witness a continuous steady growth of

the profession; its standards because of a better

44. Burke A. Hinsdale, History of the University
of Michiganl Ann Arbor, Michigan, 19060 pp. 99-106~
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training system.. ever rising.

Th~ earliest Kalamazoo lawyers were men of

upright character, foresight.. and determination.

They were typical American frontiersmen.. ever

alert to grasp an opportunity.. as well as aid the cause

of Justice. On the whole they assumed a justifiable

pride" in .their accomplishments.. and possessed the

fibre to stay on and grow with their chosen community.

By 1860 the profession!s roots" nurtured in the land

rush.. strengthened in the following years.. were well

spread" and hardily impacted in the rich soil of

Kalamazoo County.

(THE END)
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APPENDIX A CIRCUIT COURT JUSTICES
(1831 to 1882)

1831-1836 William A o Fletcher

1836-1842 Epaphroditus Ransom *
1842-1845 Elias Comstock

1845-1850 Hezekiah G. Wells

1850-1857 Abner Pratt

1857-1866 Benjamin F. Groves

1866-1870 Flavius J. Littlejohn

1870-1875 Charles R. Brown

1874-1875 Darius E. Comstock

1875-1882 Josiah L. Howes

* At this time the state Supreme Court Judges also

acted as the circuit court judges. This listing of Circuit

Court Justices has been compiled from a screening of

the Kalamazoo Gazette, covering the reported period.
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APPENDIX B PROBATE JUDGES
(1831 to 1880)

1831-1838 Isaac Barnes

1834-1844 Mitchell Hinsdale

1844-1848 David B. Webster

1848-1860 John Sleeper

1860-1868 Marsh Giddings

1868-1876 Henry C. Briggs

1876-1880 George M. Buck

This listing of Probate Judges was obtained

from Durant" History of Kalamazoo County p. 113.
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APPENDIX C PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS
(1831 to 1881)

1831-1838 Cyrus Lovell

1838-1840 Mitchell Hinsdale

1840-1842 David B o Webster

1842-1844 Nathaniel A. Balch

1844-1854 Joseph Miller Jr.

1854-1860 Dwight May

1860-1862 Charles S. May

1862-1866 Henry C. Briggs

1866-1867 Julius C. Borrows

1867-1868 Charles A. Thompson

1868-1875 George M. Buck

1875-1881 Edwin M.- Irish

This listing of Prosecuting Attorneys was obtained

from Durant.. History of Kalamazoo County.. p. 113.
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BIBLIOGRAPffiCAL ESSAY

In attempting to compiilie an early history concerning

the effect of pioneer lawyers upon the development of a

Midwestern frontier community.. several factors must

be given consideration. The foremost of these is the

realization that very little source material is available.

The writer of specialized early Kalamazoo History is

forced to rely heavily upon information contained in

the Kalamazoo Gazette which goes gack only to 1837..

leaving a span of the first six years of Kalamazoo History

unaccounted for.

There are also two or three works entitled as

books of history.. produced in the latter part of the

nineteenth century.. dealing almost exclusively in lavishing

praise upon early Kalamazoo personalities. However..

where these publications of admiration shed light on

early legal personalities and their impact upon the

development of the legal profession in this community..

they have been usedo

The author's main secondary source, Samuel W.

Durant's History of Kalamazoo Count~ (Philadelphia.. 1880)

falls in this category" although its chapters on early
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Kalamazoo County Courts is excellent. Another such book"

however" only slightly used is George N. Fuller's Historic

Michigan (place and date of publication unknown)" Vol.. ill.

As this history of the early growth and development

of the Kalamazoo Legal Profession is closely assiciated

with the growth of commerce" Theodore Troff's Kalamazoo

Commerce and Industry (History Seminar Kalamazoo Col

lege 1948) has been a great aid.

For information pertaining to the early history of

the University of Michigan Law School Burke A. Hinsdale's

History of the University of Michigan (Ann Arbor 1907)

was used.

The author wished to thank Miss Helen Schmutz" of

the Universitycof Michigan Alumni catalog office for her

aid in procuring the identities of the first recorded

Kalamazoo people to attend the Law SchooL.

A word of thanks is also due to Anthony Stamm" clerk

of Kalamazoo County" for showing the author the journals

of the early Kalamazoo Courts. These records" however"

are not indexed" and in the time available for research were of

slight usefulness" due to the difficulty of finding certain

desired cases.
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Mr. W~lliamChaite" of the Kalamazoo Public library

has at all times endeavored to place his facilities at the

writer's disposal.

And lastly the greatest debt is due to one of the most

dynamic and irrepressible history scholars that it has

been my good fortune to study under" Mr. Sam Ross. who

through his untiring aid and very sincere guidance made

the History Seminar f!.:geriuine pleasure" I am indebted for

guiding me a short ways up the road of historical research.

~G?~
Charles R. Stiles
Kalamazoo College
Kalamazoo" Michigan
January 18" 1954
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