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INTRODUCTION

"1AJere it left to me to decide whether we should

have a government without newspapers, or newspapers

without a government," wrote Thomas Jefferson, "I should

not hesitate for a moment to prefer the latter."l

Jefferson realized and understood the importance

of the press, and succinctly stated what was in the

minds of all the people -- that the newspaper was,

and even today is, one of the most coveted and signal

institutions of the nation, of inestimable value in

furthering and sustaining the American ideals of free

speech and an enlightened citizenry in addition to

fulfilling its primary purpose of being a servant of

the community by reporting the news and publishing

advertising.

In the nineteenth century the American newspaper

came of age. Invariably it rose from humble and insig

nificant beginnings in which only one issue of a paper

was published a week and the owners and publishers were

forced to supplement the meager income of their journals

by 'dotng job printing work on the paper's presses. By

the end of the century, however, the papers had grown

tremendously in size, and in most cases daily editions

1. Quoted in the "Introduction", written by Henry Steele
Cornmager, to One Hundred Years of Famous Pages from the
New York Times, Simon & schuster, New York, N.Y., 1951.
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were being published. By this time it had also gained

a position of respect and prominence in the community

which it served.

The credit for the rapid and lasting growth and

influence of the press belongs largely to the public

spirited and conscientious men who have served as editors

and publishers, and it has been through their efforts

that the newspaper has become what it is today.

Thes~ men have been perpetual crusaders for public

improvements and needed changes, and their aim has been

to aid the nation and their community in. the onward march

of progress.

Also, they have in many instances been staunch

supporters and advocates of particular political parties,

and in fact most newspapers have been founded on partisan

principles.

In the nineteenth century in particular two news

papers ~f opposite political affiliations were often

located in the same community. In those days politics

were taken perhaps even more seriously than today,

and the inevitable battle between newspaper competitors

for political supremacy was often extremely bitter. As

a result some faltered and failed, while those who survived

reaped the benefits in the form of increased circulation

and advertising.



With the foregoing as a background, it is the aim

of this paper to trace the growth and4evelopment of

the press in Kalamazoo, and also to describe the men

who contributed their talents to its progress.

3
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CHAPTER I.

THE KALAMAZOO GAZETTE, 1835 - 1862

The Kalamazoo Gazette was the first newspaper

published in Kalamazoo and it has been the only one

which has survived through the years to the present day.

The Gazette, though it is invariably associated

with Kalamazoo, did not originate here, however, but

rather it had its beginnings in ~fuite Pigeon, Michigan.

It was established in 1833 by John D. DeFrees, and was

then known as the Michigan statesman.

The real history of the Michigan Statesman, and

as the paper was later known, the Kalamazoo Gazette,

begins, however, with the ownership of Henry Gilbert.

He was the first prominent newspaper man in Kalamazoo,

and he, like many of those who followed him, was not

a native of Michigan, being born in Rushville, Yates County,

New York, in 1810.

Gilbert was a newspaperman by trade before he acquired

the Gazette, and he apparently was possessed with something

of the pioneer spirit, for in 1833 he sold the paper

which he had been publishing in Penn Yan, New York, and

with his wife, whom he had just married, he resolved to

join the westward migration. His intention was to locate

in Chicago. l

The route to Chicago at this time lay through lower

Michigan, and on arriving at the village of White Pigeon

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, October 18, 1925.
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Gilbert saw a sign on a bUilding which read IIPrinting

Office. rt This was the establishment in which the

Michigan Statesman was pUblished, and being a newspaper

man himself, it was only natural that he enter the place.

As he did so he heard the proprietor talking with a

man about selling out. Gilbert immediately seized

this opportunity to inquire if it was really the intention

of the owner to dispose of the business. On being assured

that such was the case Gilbert stepped back into the

street, ~ound his wife, and discreetly asked her if

she had traveled far enough. Mrs. Gilbert, seemingly

with a wife's intuition, and perhaps beoause she was tired,

answered that she believed that she had traveled far

enough, and on learning of her husband's idea of purchasing

the newspaper and printing office, she readily gave her

appro~al.l ~

Gilbert then returned to the office and formulated

the terms upon which he could bUy the paper. Since he

had no money, it was agreed that he should assume immediate

control and pay $100.00 to DeFrees at the end of the

first month, and the balance when he could afford it.

Thereupon he began publication of the Statesman and once

more found himself doing the work he loved best.

rAt the time that Gilbert bought the Michigan Statesman

the area land office was also located at White Pigeon, but

1. Loc. cit.
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in 1834 it was moved north to the village of Bronson,

as Kalamazoo was then known, and Gilbert and his paper

followed the land office to Bronson in 1835. 1

Regarding the change of location, Gilbert wrote that

"It shou.ldbe the aim of publishers to locate themselves

in places where they may be of the greatest benefit

to the greatest number of individuals.,,2 Nearly three

months lapsed before pUblication was resumed in the new

location. New type and presses were purchased, and

Gilbert correctly pr~phesied that the paper would prosper.

In the new location Gilbert apparently believed it

necessary to have help in his business, and engaged

Albert Chandler to assist him. Chandler left shortly,

however, and Gilbert carried on the business alone once more. 3

After the move to BroDson, and as a result of popular

sympathy, Gilbert came out editorially against slavery.

The occasion was the organization of an Anti-Slavery

Society. He emphasized the point, however, that he did

not wish to be considered as advocating any of the

"alleged ultra principles or measures of the abolitionists."4

Also, soon after the paper was established in Bronson

the name of the village was changed to Kalamazoo, and

1. Ibid., February 25, 1929.

2. Charles A. Weissert, ed., An Account of Kalamazoo County
(Historic Michigan, National Historical Association,
1924), p. 218.

3. Kalamazoo Gazette, June 26, 1906.

4. Michigan Statesman, July 30, 1836.



7

Gilbert in January of 1837 announced that tithe name

of the Michigan statesman has been changed to that of

the Kalamazoo Gazette from the fact that the new name
1better corresponds with the name of our village and county.tI

In addition to his job of publishing the Gazette

Henry Gilbert was also "a politician of local renown,

and he was a staunch supporter of the Democratic party.

His political affiliation probably led to his appointment

in 1836 as Assistant Postmaster in Kalamazoo.

His salary as Assistant Postmaster even when combined

with the income derived from the Gazette was not large

enough for Gilbert to maintain himself and his family,

and he found it necessary to further bolster his earnings

by selling patent medicines and novelties. 2 As was also

the custom with newspapers in those days, he operated

a job-printing business in which he used the type and

presses used in publishing the Gazette.

Gilbert staffed his paper with men of political

beliefs similar to his own, and during the period January 23,

1837, to October 7, 1837, Samuel Yorke AtLee took editorial

charge of the Gazette and made it a strong political power

in the area, during which time he advocated the principles

and platform of the Democratic party.3

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, January 23, 1837-

2. Ibid, August 26, 1937.

3. Samuel W. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County, Michigan
(Philadelphia: Everts & Abbot, 1880), p. 263.
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AtLee filled his job to perfection, for he was a

facile, pungent and witty writer, and he often signed

his editorials with the name of lIMajor Red Pepper." He

could ~e quite caustic in his writings on occasion, and

as a result of the defeat of the Democratic party in the

local elections, he published an editorial in the Gazette

severely chiding the local Democrats for not turning

out to vote.

The election of town officers took place on
Monday last; our friends, we are sorry to say,
were slow i~ making their appearance, and a great
many who thought that their votes would nQt be
needed, did not come up to the polls. Not so with
the opposition; every man was rallied, the village
was scoured, and the consequence was they elected
the whole of their ticket. We hope this may be
the means of teaching us a lesson, and that
hereafter we may not be found sleeping at our
posts.

As a further example of his principles AtLee sanctioned

dishonesty on the part of no one, and in an announcement

he once gave notice that someone had stolen a pen from

the Gazette office, and that

We know the mean, paltry thief who took it, and
from the responsible position he now holds
before the public, should have been-led to expect
that he would have been the last person caught
in such an act; and unless he returns to·us the
same before another number of our paper, we
will let th~ world know of his meanness and
dishonesty.

The following issue of the paper carried nD public

proclamation of· the thief's name. The culprit undoubtedly

~. Kalamazoo Gazette, April 8, 1837.

2 . Loc . cit.



knew AtLee was as good as his word and would have published

his name; so not wanting to invoke the displeasure of

the whole town and lose his respect and position he must

have humbly returned the pen.

The Gazette during this time contained four pages,

and in many ways it differed from the newspaper as we

know it today. The~ewere, of course, no pictures, and

tlbanner" headlines had not yet .come into existence. The

content was varied, but there were few items of local

happenings and events, most of the space being taken up

with foreign dispatches, speeches delivered by famous

personalities, and advertising. The first page usually

contained a serial novel of the romantic type, a literary

form which was becoming very popular throughout the country,

and about four columns of advertising.

The advertising was of varied nature, but patent medicine

ads were even more in evidence in the papers of the 1830's

than they are today. Some of the more popular concoctions

of that day, if the ads are any indication, were "Dr. A. P.

Townsend 1 s Sarsaparilla, II "Brant 1 s Indian pulmonary Balsam, II

and "Ayer's Cherry Pectoral for the cure of coughs, colds,

asthma, croup, and consumption. It A contrivance which bore

the name of "Dr. Chrisite l s Galvanic Belt ll was advertised

as being just the thing for the removal and cur~ of all

nervous diseases.
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In addition to news items and advertising the sale

~f public lands was also announced in the paper, and the

editorial page at intervals carried a list of all the

uncalled for letters at the post office. l

To return to the management of the paper, Gilbert

had a steady procession of partners for aWhile, and on

December 9, 1~37, Mr. O. S. Case, his brother-in-law,

became the first, but the new arrangement did not last

long; it was ·dissolved September 15, 1838, with Gilbert

assuming entire control once more. June 1, 1839 saw

the sale of a half-interest of the Gazette to E. D. Burr,

and Henry Gilbert temporarily retired from the management

of the business. However, on February 26, 1841, he assumed

full ownership again. Later, in 1841, he again sold

a half-interest, this time to D. S. Merritt, who withdrew

February 26, 1842. During much of this period Gilbert

was apparently occupied with other matters, which may help

to explain why he chose to relinquish his duties on the

paper, for in 1842 he was elected county treasurer, and

in order that he might lighten his responsibility to the

Gazette he traded a half-interest of it to General Justus

Burdick for a piece of land said to have been worth $500. 2

Even though Burdick assumed an interest Gilbert still

continued to manage the paper until 1844, when it passed

1. Ibid, 1837 -.1840

·2. Durant, 10c. cit.

. I
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into the hands of Hascall and Adams, Mr. Hascall becoming

the manager. In 1845 J. W. Breese purchased the Gazette

on contract, but could not make the venture a success,

and in May, le46, the establishment, title and good-will
1reverted to Volney Hascall.

In the hands of Volney Hascall the Gazette progressed

more rapidly than it had ever done before, and it became

one of the best in the West, having a national as well

as a state reputation. 2 For sixteen years, from May 1846

to November 1862, the paper prospered under his management.

. Hascall as well as Gilbert was not a native of

Michigan, but was born at Le Roy, N. Y., February 2, 1820;

his family moved to Kalamazoo in 1830. He received his
.

early education in Kalamazoo, partly in the Literary

Institute, which later became Kalamazoo College, and in

the Kalamazoo Branch of the Michigan University.3

Hascall realized the value.of education and knowledge,

and this desire prompted him to obtain work as a clerk

and copyist in a lawyer's office and later to serve an

apprenticeship in the Gazette printing shop. He followed

these courses of endeavor in ord~r that he might have a

solid educational basis for his ~~re business and

intellectual life, and while still in his teens he had

mastered the art of printing. When he was twentyone he

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, October 18,1925
2. Durant, lac. cit.

'3. Ibid, p. 282
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began the study of law, and in 1843 he was admitted to the

bar. For three years he practiced his profession. 1

In 1846,at the age of twentysix, Hascall became

owner and editor of the Kalamazoo Gazette. He was a

man possessed of a great deal of personal dignity and

pride of character, and was greatly respected by those

who knew him. On the other hand, he was not above assisting

in the manual operation of his business, and it was his

habit to set up his own editorials in type. His personality,

however, was somewhat peculiar, for he seldom spo~e to

anyone about the office, and was even very close-mouthed

with his customers. An intimate friend has stated that

his manner was not caused by surliness or bad temper,

for he was a man of a very cheerful and optimistic nature

in his way, but his uncommunicativeness only made -it
2seem that way.

As an editorial writer Hascall was very forcefui,

clear and logical, and during his management the Gazette

became an even greater political power than it had previously

been. The paper's success can in part be traced to

Hascall's writings on constitutional and political questions,

for they attracted attention not only in this area, but

in much of the rest of the nation as well. 3

Politically Hascall was a Democrat, and so he was

able conscientiously to further the principles upon which the

1.
2.

3.

Loc. cit.-- --
The Newspapers of Kalamazoo,
PUblic Library.
Durant, loc. cit.

a Scrapbook in the Kalamazoo
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Gazette had been founded. As an example of his partisan

ship he often referred to the members of the opposition

as Ifblack Republicans". Hovlever, his political life was

not limited to the exposition of his beliefs in the

editorial columns of his paper, for in 1850 he was elected

from Kalamazoo County to the state Constitutional Convention,

and he served as an active and useful member, and in

~857 he was appointed to the office of Register of the

general land office for the Western District of Michigan
1

by President Buchanan, a Democrat also. He held this

position until the land office was moved from Kalamazoo.

Times were hard during Hascall1s term of management

of the Gazette, and money.was often scarce. At one time

he raised the price of the paper, but found that he had to

drop the subscription rate to the old price of $2.00 per

year or he would lose a great deal of business. As further

example of the scarcity of money he was not always able

to collect cash in payment for the paper, and often agreed

to accept other means of barter. Potatoes, flour, and

wood were only several of the items accepted, and Hascall

once printed an appeal imploring IIThose from whom we

agreed to receive wood on account, will do us a favor by

delivering it at once. 1I2 Some of these products were

undoubtedly used by himself and his employees, and the

remainder sold.

1. Lac. cit .

.2. Kalamazoo Gazette, February 12, 1858.
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Hascall's health began to fail in 1860, caused, one

writer of the period has stated, "largely by the distress which

impending political dangers, clearly foreseen, caused in
. 1

his patriotic heart. II No doubt Hascall saw the coming

of the Civil War, and being a staunch supporter of the

.Union, having once in his paper admonished a man for having

shot a bald eagle becaueeit was the tlbird of our banner ll ,2

he could not bear to witness the disintegration of the

nation. He thought that a trip to Europe might be beneficial

to his health, but on returning he found. it impossible

to continue with his work, and in 1862 he reluctantly sold

the Kalamazoo Gazette. 3

Under Gilbert's and Hascall's management the Gazette

had gained added pages and had been put on a sound

political footing, and it had become a permanent and

respected institution of Kalamazoo. A column of "Local

Matters" had been added to the paper, and through tele

graphic communication it was now possible to bring to

the readers news of the world at large in a much faster

and more accurate way. The Gazette had indeed successfully

passed through its formative era, and it was up to the

editors and publishers who followed Hascall and Gilbert

to maintain the high standards which they had established.

1. Durant, loc. cit.

2. Kalamazoo Gazette, January 1, 1858.

3. Durant, loc. cit.
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CHAPTER 2.

THE KALAMAZOO TELEGRAPH 1844 - 1863

The Kalamazoo Gazette was the only major newspaper

in Kalamazoo for nine years, but in 1844 a rival paper

made its appearance.

The new paper, under the title of the Michigan Telegraph,

made its debut on Sept. 10, 1844, as a weekly jOurnal;l

The publisher was Henry B. Miller of South Bend, Indiana,

and he was assisted from the first by George Torrey, who

acted as editor. 2 The Telegraph was founded as the Whig

party organ in the area3, and aside from its different

political affiliation it bore a resemblance to the Gazette

in form and style. The office was located on Portage Street,

and, with the exception of a blacksmith shop, it was the

only ·business establishment on that street.

The early history of the Telegraph is largely associated

with George Torrey, for he contributed much to its growth

and development, and he was associated with it either as

sole proprietor, part owner, or editor for six years. He

was born in Massachusetts and came of a family known in

literary circles. In 1833 he came to Michigan and first

settled near Richland, where he tried his hand at farming,

but apparently this kind of life was not to his liking, for he

shortly moved to Augusta, and then to YOrkVille. 4

1. The Kalamazoo Daily-Telegraph, December 3, 1892.
2. Weissert, Ope cit., p. 211
3. Durant,op. cit., p. 264.
4. Ibid, p-.-284.
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Torrey moved to Kalamazoo in 1844, and shortly after

became associated with the Michigan Telegraph. He made

it the voice of the Whig party in this whole section of

the state, and in addition to his other contributions to

the development of the paper he changed its name to the

Kalamazoo Telegraph in 1847.1

It is unfortunate that records of the Telegraph while

Torrey was the editor are non-existent today, and conse

quently it is impossible to examine his writings at first

hand. However, his compositions were reputed to have been

clear, forceful, and possessed of an elegance of diction. 2

In November, 1845, the Telegraph, while Torrey was

editor, was moved to the basement of a building then

occupying the corner of Main and Rose streets, and in the

same month Henry Miller sold his interest in the paper to

VTilliam Milliken, Nho came here from South Bend, Indiana,

as Miller had originally done. The Telegraph was pub~ished

and edited for the following two years by Milliken and

Torrey. Torrey acted as editor, but the business was

conducted under Milliken's name. Milliken sold out to

Torrey in fall of 1846, however~ and the paper was again

moved, this- time to the second floor of a wooden building

on Main Street. 3

1 . Ibid., p. 26L~.

2 . Ibid., p. 284.

3 . Ibid., p. 261~.
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Meanwhile Milliken had purchased type and other printing

materials and started a newspaper of his own in Kalamazo9,

which he called the Telegraph, and for several months

the people of the town witnessed the spectacle of having

three papers, two of which were published on the same day,

and each of these two claiming to be the only true,

original, and genuine Telegraph. Of course, -this condition

could not continue, and had not Alexander Sheldon graciously

purchased both Telegraphs on June 27, 1847,1 it is probable

that both Milliken and Torrey would have eventually gone

bankrupt rather than for one of them to give in to the

other.

Alexander She~don was the type of man who would·do the

unusual thing of purchasi~g two newspapers at the same

time. He was not a newspaperman, and did not buy the

papers with the idea of making ,money for,hims~lf, but

rather he did it for the good of the community. He was

one of the most influential local citizens, though he

had lived in Kalamazoo but four years at the time he

bought the Telegraphs, and he was the towns leading

crusader for civic improvements. He doubtless felt that

the condition of having two papers of the same name and

operating on the same principles would cause disharmony

in the community, and that the only solution to the problem

was to merge the two contenders into one journal.

1. Loc. cit.
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In addition to his interest in the Telegraph, Sheldon

was also the man to lay dovm 'the' first sidewalk in Kalamazoo,

which he did at his Qwn eA~ense. Because of the civic

improvements which he so earnestly advocated and introduced,

the people soon came to have full confidence in him and

appointed him village marshall, and gave him the authority

to do whatever he saw fit. Under his management and

direction mud holes were filled, grades were established,

and cattle were taken from the streets. He drafted a new

charter and ordinances for the city government, and he was

the first engineer of the city fire com~any. Sheldon also

originated and promoted the building of the first plank

roads in this section of the state. As the historian

Durant put it:

He filled so many places and made such an impress
upon his times that for nearly half a score of years
his name, more than that of any other mtn, must be
stamped upon the progress of Kalam~zoo.

Sheldon, however, did not apparently have too great

an interest in managing and owning a newspaper for its own

sake, and he retained George Torrey as editor of the Telegraph.

In addition, during Sheldonts short term of ownership, the

Telegraph shared the same office with the Gazette, and the

two papers looked very much alike, for Volney Hascall

(publisher of the Gazette) printed both of them. Much of

the news and advertising material was the same in both

papers, but of course the editorials and political beliefs

of the two were distinctly different.

1 . Ib i d ., p. 285.
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As soon as the conditions which had led him to

purchase the papers had been corrected, Sheldon sold the

Telegraph. The new owner was S. N. Gantt, who took over

in August, 1847, and he 1'las obliged to fit the paper up

with new materials, since the Gazette had moved and it was

no longer possible to use its materials. However, about

the first of January, 1848, George A. Fitch and Company

bought the paper from Gantt, and on February 5 of that

year the office and materials were destroyed in a fire.

The loss caused by the fire was indeed a very poor

beginning for George Fitch, who had put all the money he

could raise into the purchase of the paper barely a month

before. For several weeks he issued a small sheet to

keep the paper alive until he could arrange to buy a new

outfit. In the meantime he used Volney Hascall's office,

and at last after nearly two months the Telegraph resumed

operations and Fitch began in earnest his sixteen year
1proprietorship of the paper.

Ge~rge Fitch was still a young man when he began his

association with the paper, and from the first he was hard-

pressed to meet the expenses of his business.. Often his

employees were not paid on schedule, simply because he did

not have the means to meet his payroll, but anytime he had

any money in his pocket he was more than willing to dole it

out to his workmen. 2

1 . Ibid., p. 264.

2. The Newspapers of Kalamazoo, a Scrapbook in the
Kalamazoo Public Library.
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As a means to increase his income and the subscription

list of the paper Fitch once published the following

notice:

These are hard times we have fallen upon, and
to extend our circulation we offer the follow
ing additional inducements to subscribers:
1 Princes Protean Fountain Pen and the Telegraph
one year, for $4.75. Price of the Pen alone
$4.00. The Telegraph one year and printed full
and accurate instructions forlthe detection of
counterfeit notes, for $1.50.

Considering the fact that the regular subscription

rate was $1.50 per year, a considerable saving could be

made by accepting Fitch1s generous offer.

Fitch, because of his lack of finances, did not

wish to publish and distribute his paper as charity

to those who did not pay for it, and he once ran the

following notice:

Tomorrow, agreeably, to promise, we shall sift
our subscription books. Over sixty names
will be stricken from the lists. Many of the
doomed are good and responsible men; meet their
obligations, save those to the printer, as
promptly as they mature. We shall be sorry
to lose them, but they have been of but little
profit to us. 2

The Telegraph was also willing to accept "all kinds of

produce in exchange for the TelegraPh.,,3

As far as his personality was concerned, it was said

by one of his employees that "no man ever had a kindlier

heart than did George A. Fitch. He was the handsomest

man in Kalamazoo, and was scrupulously neat in his attire. 1I 4

1. The Kalamazoo Telegraph, June 20, 1858.
2. Ib~d., September 30, 185~

3. Ibid., January 20, 1858.
4. The Newspa.pers of Kale.ma.zoo, A Scrflpbook in the Ka,la.ma.zoo

Public Libra.ry.
\ /
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Though Fitch was able to set type and was capable of

assisting in the manual part of his business, he preferred

to. sit on a box and talk politics, and would do nothing

about the office but his o't'.rn edi torial 1'J"orl{, 't.'lhich consumed

but a relatively small part of his time. He had more than

ordinary ability, apparently, but he could not apply

himself to the execution of routine matters. Some said

he was not too practical and lacked puSh. l

He was, however, intensely interested in politics,

and was among the first to foresee the decline of the

vrnig party, the principles of which his paper had advocated.

He came to understand, and attempted to make known to his

readers, the necessity of the organization of a new party

upon a set of principles which would be acceptable to

a large majority of the country, and as a result, according

to Durant, the formation of the Republican party was
2first advocated in the Kalamazoo Telegraph, and it was

largely due to the efforts of Fitch that such a move

was successfully inaugurated. 3

If Fitch had done nothing else during the time of his

o~mership of the Telegraph, he had by this single act

secured the position of himself and his paper for remembrance

for years to come.

He became an ardent Republican, and the Telegraph

1. The Newspapers of Kalamazoo, a Scrapbook in the
Kalamazoo Public Library.

2 . Durant, op. cit., p. 265 .
3. 1~lilliam Stocking, t1Little Journeys in Journalism, If

Michigan History, 11 p. 210-

\/
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reflected his beliefs. Preceding all elections the

entire slate of Republican candidates and the Republican

platform were printed in every issue of the paper, and

notice and announcements of all party meetings and rallies

were published.

Fitch's political life was not confined to the

paper alone, for in 1858 he was elected to the State

Legislature, and during his absence the Telegraph was

published by Herman E. Hascall. On assuming his duties,

Hascall stated editorially that the political character

of the paper would remain unchanged, and that the

rtprinciples embraced in the platform of the Republican

party ... are sufficient confessions of faith. rtl

Fulfilling his political obligations Hascall published

during the Lincoln campaign a daily edition of the

Telegraph, and it became the firs t daily ne1'Jspaper in

Kalamazoo. After the election, Nith Lincoln elected

President, the daily was discontinued by H. C. BUffington,

who was then editor. 2

The Kalamazoo Telegraph in its formative era had

introduced many novelties into the newspaper field in

Kalamazoo, and in addition it had witnessed a battle

in its own ranks from which it had survived to emerge in

even greater respect and prominence than before. It had

1. Kalamazoo Telegraph, April 13, 1858.
2 . Duran t , op. cit .. , p. 264'01



gained for itself a national as well as local and state

reputation for its advocacy of the formation of the

Republican party, and it had been the first Kalamazoo

paper to publish a daily edition.

23
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CHAPTER 3.

THE KALAMAZOO GAZETTE 1862 - 1890

As the Federal Union was threatened with dismember

ment during the hectic period 1861-1865, so also the

Gazette was passing through a period of crisis which

would determine its eventual failure or survival.

The Gazette during the eight year period 1862-1870

had no less than nine different administrations. Perhaps

one reason for its abeyance can be found in the fact that

with but one exception the men who became owners and

managers during this period had no experience in, or

apparent aptitude for, the operating of a newspaper.

Also, during this time the Gazette was experiencing a

most intense competition with its rival the Telegraph,

and in an era' of Republican administrations in Federal

and state governments, a Democratic paper such as the

Gazette was bound to suffer a decline in popularity,

because people ineVitably read regularly only those

papers which reflect their own thinking and beliefs.

Also, the popuiarity of the Democratic Party was at

101'1 ebb.

During the Civil War, nonetheless, the Gazette

carried on and aroused the people of the Kalamazoo area

into a fitting war spirit, and it is interesting to note

that even the advertisements of the day were phrased

in military terminology. A local merchant, for instance,

advertised his goods in this unique way:
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vTINTER CAMPAIGN
1861-1862

GREAT SUCCESS
at the

CELEBRATED
CHEAP StI'VRE

a full s·tock
of

ammunition
for the Hinter,

consisting of Dry Goods
and a large amount of
clothing of our O\l1n .

manufacture

During the war the romantic serial story that had

been before published on the front page was frequently

placed in some other part of the paper, and its place

was taken by important dispatches of the latest news of

the military battles. Also, a column entitled liVery

Latest by Telegraph ll carried accou."t1ts of major battles

and the progress of the fighting. The War was not an

obscure and unrealized catastrophe to the readers of

the Gazette, for the paper dramatically explained how

the citizens were going to pay for the full cost of the

war in the form of increased ~iving eJcpenses.

The paper trulJT lived up to i.ts tradi tions as a

Democratic p arty organ, h011ever; it thoroughly condemned,

although not by name, several of the (Republican) members

of President Linco.ln 1 s cabinet.. The Gazette depicted

them as opportunists \',rho 'Vlere seelcing to· speculate

financially for their own personal gain in· the misfortunes

of the country,2 but the Gazette was not entirely derogatory

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, January 3, 1862.
2. Loc. cit.
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regarding the management and conduct of the war, and

continually printed editorials praising the Federal

leaders after a military victory. The paper was equally

positive in its condemnation of what it considered to

be poor strategy executed by incompetent leaders. l

After Volney Hascall had been forced because of ill

health to retire from the newspaper business as has been

noted, he sold the Gazette to J. R. Mansur in November

of 1862. 2 Mansur was the f~rst in the line of many

owners during and after the Civil War, and apparently he

was not well adapted to the business, for his adminis-

tration, like those which followed, was of short duration.

After Mansur the paper passed into the hands of William

Shalcespeare, followed soon by the firm of Wm. Shakespeare

and B. S. Gleason. 3

William Shakespeare was not new to the newspaper

business, for in his youth he had worked for the Telegraph,

and later he had been an apprentice" with the Gazette.

Severing his newspaper connection temporarily he served

in the Union army ~Then he was only seventeen years old,

and was discharged because. of wounds received in the

service. It was in 1865, when he ~las twentyone, that
4he became editor and publisher of the Gazette. He

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, 1861-65.
2. Durant, Ope cit., p. 263.
3. Ibid., p. 264.

4. David Fisher and Frank Little, Editors, Compensium
of History and Biography of Kalamazoo county, Michigan,
(Chicago: W. Bowen & Co., 1906), p.335-36.
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disP9sed of his interest in 1867; during his two year

association with the paper he was sometimes sole proprietor,

and at another time he was in partn~rship with Gleason.

Wm. Shakespeare was succeeded by B. S. Gleason, and

Joseph Lomax and Elijah Clark followed. Gleason under

the firm name of Lomax and Clark. In quick succession

came Lomax alone, then Lomax and Brown. In a few weeks

Lomax again assumed entire control. These last changes
Itook place in the short period of three years.

It is a tribute to the man who followed this procession

of owners that he was able to rebuild the Gazette to its

former position of prominence and authority. An individual

of less ability, judgment, and capacity for hard work could

not have done it. However, such a man appeared, and in

September of 1870 A. J. Shakespeare bought the Gazette. 2

In truth I!the coming of Andrew Jackson Shakespearets very

name indicated that the Democratic principles of the

old paper 't'lere to be revived and continued. 113 Census

reports show that A. J. Shakespeare was a brother of

Wm. Shakespeare, a former proprietor of the Gazette. 4

Under Shakespearets management the paper can indeed

be said to have entered a progressive era from '~1ich it

gained the impetus to emerge eventuall:>r as the sale

remaining newspaper in Kalamazoo.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Durant, op. cit., p. 264.
Loc. cit.-- --
Kalamazoo Gazette, Centenial Edition, January 24, 1937.
United States Census, 1850, Kalamazoo County, Mich.
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A. J. Shakespeare 'Nas not ne"T to the nevTspaper

~usiness, or even the Gazette, when he became the proprietor

at the age of 31. Volney Hascall shortly before his death

referred to him as a II child of the paper ft
•• "'Then he .

was thirteen years old he entered the office as an

apprentice and showed such interest and aptitude that

he was soon promoted to journej~an, and then foreman.

During Hascall1s absence in Europe Shakespeare assumed

the management of the paper, and previous to his purchase

of the Gazette he had been the proprietor of the Niles
1Democrat for nine years.

Shakespeare left no doubts as to what the position

of the Gazette would be and immediately stated that:

First and foremost, the Gazette will continue
in the future, as in the past, to be the
fearless exponent of the living principles of
constitutional government as laid down and
advocated by the national Democracy.

As a local paper, the Gazette will advocate
all improvements of a private or public nature,
which, in our judgment, will be conducive to
the pU~lic welfare of this section of the
state.

He also lost no time in bidding for the support of
the local Democrats:

It would seem to be in accord with the fitness
of things to say to the Democrats of this
county that the Gazette cannot be sustained as
its organ and exponent of the principles without
the cordial, warm-hearted sympathy and

3
material

aid of the entire party in the county.

1.. ~~ll~~n~.;~~~. 01t., p. 264 0

2. Kalamazoo Gazette, Sept. 14, 1870.
3. Loc. cit.
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Shakespeare was also a shrewd business man who

fully realized that his paper could not. be .maintained

by political sympathy alone, and he wrote that:

Therefore, while we invoke the sympathy and
good will of all Democrats we also respect
fUlly invite them to aid us in filling the
sUbscri~tion list to the fullest possible
extent.

His political beliefs and life were not confined

to the editorials of the Gazette alone, because for more

than thirty years he served as a delegate to almost

every county, congressional, and state political convention,

and in 1885 Shakespeare was appointed Postmaster of

Kalamazoo. He held that position for four and a half years,

i.e., until a change in the national administration ~..,as made. 2

He realized, however, that his most important' task

lay in promoting the progress of the Gazette, and he

introduced many innovations in it. On March 25, 1872,

he established the Kalamazoo Daily Gazette, which proved

to be~success from the very first issue. 3 The Daily

Gazette contained four pages, and it was published&ery

morning but Monday. In it were contained many items

of local. interest. For instance, there was a colum~

entitled IIGos s ip of the DaY", in which was printed a motley

array of information such as the weather report, notices

of various meetings and where they were to be held,

1. Lac. cit.

2. No Editor, Portrait and Biographical Recor
Allegan and an uren oun~les,

Chapman Brothers, 1892), p. 916.
3. Weissert, Ope cit., p. 211
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wedding announcements, arrests made and crimes committed,

and many other items. Area news from such places as

Portage, Oshtemo, Galesburg, Schoolcraft, and Vicksburg

was also given added space in the daily edition, and

each locality had its own column with its name at the

top. In many cases the editorials were printed on the

front page of the daily ,edition, and advertising was

confined mostly to the inside pages, whereas in the

weekly issue advertising accounted for the major portion

of the space on the front page.

The various articles in the paper, both the daily

and weekly issues, were headlined in bold-face type in

;:m~~b2 the same way as it is done today, but "banner ll

headlines were not in use. The closest thing approaching.

the "banner" at this time existed in· the large advertise

ments showing goods for sale by local merchants. These

It aas ll were often printed in extra-large and eye-catching

type, and covered an entire page. Appropriate illustrations

in the form of drawings were often used in connection

with these full page spreads. Of course, there were

as yet no pictures reproduced from photographs as is the

custom today, but in many cases the romantic serial stories

were illustrated with small artists· sketches of the

principal characters.

In addition to the daily issue the weekly edition

of the Gazette continued to be published, but Shakespeare



had enlarged and improved it greatly. It now contained

eight, and sometimes even more, pages, and much of its

31

material was gleaned from foreign sources. The happenings

in India, France, Austria, China, and England were

apparently as eagerly followed by the readers of the

Gazette in the last quarter of the nineteenth century

as they are today.

However, local news was also included in the weekly

paper, and the coming of the telephone to Kalamazoo

proved to be of such a novel and unusual nature that

A. J. Shakespeare published an account of it:

The telephone is working from Merril and
McCourtiets office to Mr. McCourtie 1 s
house.
Yesterday we listened to a conversation
being carried on over the wire. It is easy
to understand a person talking through
this wire half a mile iistant, as though
·they \'1ere in the room.

The Gazette in 1890 could look back over its first

fiftyfive years of life with justifiable pride. It

had begun its existence as'a meager weekly.publication

of not much renown, but through---·the years it had grown

immeasurably in prestige, respect, and power until

by the time of the tWilight of the nineteenth century

there was both a weekly and a daily issue of the paper.

The credit for its prog~ess and development during

these fruitful years belongs largely to those

indefatigable men who de~oted their abilities, talents,

and lives to it; ...such men as Henry Gilbert, Volney

1. The Kalamazoo Gazette, February 29, )878.



Hascall, .and Andrew Jackson Shakespeare. Th~±~ names

have largely been forgotten with thep~ssing of the

years, but the product of their creation and work has

survived. It is their fitting memorial.
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GRAPTER 4.

THE KALAMAZOO TELEGRAPH 1863-1890

The newspaper business in Kalamazoo during and

after the Civil \'Jar apparently was a ~ler~T difficult

proposition, for the Telegraph as well as the Gazette

underwent a period of recession in which it passed from

hand to hand in the space of a few years. The Telegraph

survived the ordeal, and for many years continued to

exist as a strong rival and competitor of the Gazette.

In several "'Tays the Telegraph was the innova tor of

new newspaper practices in Kalamazoo. It started the

first daily paper, though the first attempt lasted only

a short time. In 1864, however, during the exciting

period of the Civil War the Evening Telegraph was published

for two months so that the readers might be informed

of the latest news of the progress of" the war. l

The procession of ovmers began in 1865 when Thomas

Fitch, a brother of George Fitch, had partial control

of the paper, and during this time A. B. stone served

as editor. George and Thomas Fitch sold and transferred

the title of the Telegraph on July 4, 1866, to Clement

and Horatio Stone. 2 The Stone brothers immediately moved

the business to rooms over the post office. A city

directory of that year gives the location of the new office

as being in the first block of South Burdick $treet. 3

cit., p. 265.1.

2.
3.

Durant, op.
Loc. cit.
C.E.LaGrave,
(Kalamazoo:

Kalamazoo County Directory - 1868,
A. J. Shakespeare, 1868)Q



In Apri1 3 1868, the publication of the Daily Telegraph

was renewed 3 and it continued until the end of the

Telegraph's existence in the early part of the twentieth

century. The Telegraph, therefore 3 became the first

Kalamazoo paper to publish a permanent daily edition, as

the Daily Gazette was not started until 1872. The

Daily Telegraph \'-Tas similar in content to the weekly

edition in many ways, Editorials were f~equently placed I

on the front page, and there were many articles of

foreign nevIS.

The Telegraph continued in its tradition as a Republican

party organ, and previous to all elections the entire

slate and platform of the Republican party was printed.

each day on either the front or the editorial page of

the paper, depending on the nearness of election day.

Also in line with its political affiliation, great

rejoicing was expressed in the Telegraph folloWing the

elections of General Grant, Hayes, Garfield, and Benjamin

Harrison to the presidency, principally because they

were sons of the middle west.

The Kalamazoo Telegraph Company was formed in December,

1869j for the purpose of pUblishing the ~elegraph. A

minister, Reverend G. W. Harris, became one of the members

of the new association, which was largely formed by the

Stone brothers. In March, 1870, Horatio Stone died, but



his brother remained as editor of the paper, being assisted

by Reverend Harris. On October 1, 1870 the name of the

firm changed to stone and Smith, for J. H. Smith had

joined the business as a partner of Stone. Reverend Harris

continued with the paper as a political writer.

The Telegraph, in addition to changing hands very

frequently in a short period of time, was subjected to

the rigors of a further trial, for on November 25, 1870,

the office caught fire and was badly damaged. Most of

the printing presses were destroyed, but most of the

material and records were saved.

It was through the consideration and generosity of

A. J. Shakespeare of the Gazette that the Telegraph was

able to continue after the fire, for he gave the needed

room and the use of the presses in his own shop to keep

his competitor going, and as a result not a single issue
1was missed by the Telegraph. Though they were intense

political rivals and strong business competitors it is

indeed interesting to note that the Gazette extended this

token of good-will and friendship in the form of a

helping hand to the Telegraph at a time when it was sorely

needed.

In about three weeks after the fire the Telegraph was

able to return to its own quarters, and the procession

of proprietors continued unabated. In November, 1871,

1. Durant, Ope cit., p. 265.

35



H. H. Smith sold his half of the paper to Herman E.

Hascall, who had managed the paper some ten years before.

Shortly after, on February 2, 1872, Hascall committed
1

suicide, but the paper continued under the firm name

of stone and Hascall until January; 1873, when James Stone

became tl1.e proprietol'l.

The Telegraph, though passing through many ownerships,

nonetheless showed signs of progress in the form of

increased size. - -The dailJr was enlarged to thirtytwo

columns colu'ffloES and the vJeekly ~to forty columns. New

type and presses were also added during this period. 2

Shortly after the paper was improved- by the addition

of the new equipmen~Lucius Kendall became joint proprietor

1'Ji th James Stone in March, l871.~, and in" Augus t of the .

same year L. M. Gates purchased Stoners interest. The

following November a joint stock company was formed under

the name of the Kalamazoo Publishing Company for the

purpose of publishing the Telegraph, and operating the

job printing shop which was a part of the paper. The

officers of the new company were Lucius Kendall, President;

William Eaton, Vice-President; Edgar Bartlett, Secretary;

and Ephraim Mills ~ Treasurer? This venture apparently

proved successful for it was continued for fourteen years.

1. Loc. cit.

2. Loc. cit.

3. Kalamazoo 1:1eekly Telegraph, November 16, 1874.

: .
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The Telegraph while under the control of the Kalamazoo

Publishing Co. prided itself on its integrity and once

stated that "no lottery or other questionable advertisements
.r'

are received at any price." Some of our present day

newspapers would do well to follow this noble principle

advocated nearly seventyfive years ago.

The Telegr~ph, as has been stated, was the originator

in Kalamazoo of what today are consideredlUutine newspaper

practices, and it was well aware of these innovations

and once published a column listing them:

The Public has long since learned the effective
ness ... of a 'For Sale,' t~To Rent,' 'Wanted,'
'Lost' or 'Found' announcement in the special
column devoted to these advertisements, and
the Telegraph is the only 2

paper in the-city
sustaining such a column.

The paper was also cited as:

the originator of many new ... departments in
its columns, and it has had the satisfaction of
seeing xhem heartily indorsed by the p~blic and
immediately adopted by its competitor.

However, Quring the nineteenth century there was-

nothing in either of the Kalamazoo newspapers which

would -in any way resemble that important section of today's

paper, the sports page. There were, however, occasional

short paragraphs announcing a meeting of the local baseball

club, but the nearest thing approaching complete coverage

of a sporting event was the report given the annual week

of horse racing in Kalamazoo. Each day of the races the

1. Ibid, January 5, l88~

2. Kalamazoo Weekly Telegraph, January 5, 1887.
3. Loc. cit.
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Telegraph devoted four columns to a description of the

heats of the various races written in a style similar
1to that used today in reporting baseball and football games.

In 1888 to enlarge the circu~ation of the paper the

Telegraph offered substantial cash prizes to people

turning in the most number of new subscriptions. The

drive for new subscribers was made in the form of a contest,

and a "First Grand Cash Prize ll of $40.00 was awarded

the winner. Second prize was $20.00, and other awards
2ranged from .$15.00 to $5.00.

Apparently, however, even the contest did not materially

improve the circumstances of the paper~ for The Kalamazoo

Publishing Company in August, 1888, sold the Telegraph

to Edward N. Dingley,3 and in announcing the sale said that

IlMr. Dingley is a strong Republican and protectionist,

and will conduct the paper. on its well established lines

of public policy. ,,4

Edward Dingley was born in Maine, and received-his

education at Yale and Columbia Universities. He was

graduated with a degree in law, but he turned to newspaper

work as his vocation, and before coming to Kalamazoo he

had been associated with papers in Maine~ Massachusetts,

and Kansas. 5

1.
2.

3 ·
4.
5·

Kalamazoo Daily Telegraph, July 10-15, 1885.
Kalamazoo Weekly Telegraph, January 19, 1887.
"leissert, op. ci t ., p. 211.
Kalamazoo Weekly Telegraph, August 15, 1888.
No Editor, Men of Progress, (Detroit: Evening News Assoc.,
1900) ~ p. 216~
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He lost no time in applying his energies and talents

to the improvement of the Telegraph, and in February, 1888,

the Herald newspaper, which had been in existence but

a short time,was purchased and consolidated with the

Telegraph. In announcing the merger Dingley stated that:

We have today purchased of Mr. John T. Winship
the entire property known as the Kalamazoo
Herald, and will stop its publication after
today. All subscribers who are not already
subscribers of the Telegraph wilt receive the
Telegraph instead of the Herald.

As a result of this move Dingley was able to enlarge

the circulation·of the Telegraph, as well as to improve

it through expanded plant facilities.

As well as being an astute businessman, Dingley

was intensely interested in politics and wrote many

political articles for magazines as well as his paper. 2

He came from a political background, for his father was

for many years a U. S. Congressman from Maine.

The Telegraph in 1890 was in the midst of its most

successful era. It had grown and progressed through the

years to a position of prominence and respect in the

community, and it was to maintain its position and existence

for some years to come.

1. Kalamazoo Weekly Telegraph, February 13, 1889.

2. Men of Progress, p. 216.
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The twentieth century was only the dim and unfore

seeable future in 1890, and no one realized then that

the Telegraph was to survive on~y. a few years into the

coming century.
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CHAPTER 5.

THE RIVALRY BETl!mEN THE KALAMAZOO

GAZETTE AND THE KALAMAZOO TELEGRAPH

Between two newspapers in a single community, each

of which was allied with a different political party,

there was bound to be a strong rivalry. The competition

between the Gazette and the Telegraph was, as could be

expected, very intense; the Gazette following Democratic

principles and the Telegraph advocating Republican tenets.

Clashes between the two, however, were not always confined

to political differences alone.

Verbal battles over the various controversial issues

of the day were waged on the respective editorial pages

of the two papers, and the words and comments were often

exceedingly sarcastic and barbed. Often one of the papers

would publish a criticism of a statement printed or an

action taken by the other. The offended paper would then

promptly retort in a statement justifying its position

and condemning that of the other for questioning its

judgment. For instance, it was once the practice of both

the Telegraph and the Gazette to publish the annual

Township Supervisor1s report. After publication the

Telegraph charged that the Gazette had used the biggest

type it had at its disposal so that as much space would

be used as possible in order that the charge for the cost

of publishing the report could be made as large as Possible. l

1. Kalamazoo Telegraph, June 11, 1860.



The Gazette immediately retorted that the Telegraph

had been following the same procedure for years and

that~ consequently, it was in no position to condemn

anyone on the particular point of using large type so

that printing charges could be increased.
l

The attack(~~ made by the two papers were often personal,

and in 1857 the Telegraph levied a sarcastic comment on

yolney Hascall of the Gazette. The occasion was the

Douglas-Buchanan controversy~ and apparently the Gazette

did not know what course to pursue in taking a stand on

the question. The Telegraph summed up its competitor's

circumstances this way:

The editor of the Gazette occupies the position
of the jackass between two bundles of hay -- if
he bites at the Buchanan bundle he will be
cuffed and repudiated by the Democracy here
at home ... -- if he bites ... at the Douglas
bundle he will 10se2his position as Register
of the Land Office.

Differences of opinion were also evidenced on the

tarif~ question, and the Gazette stood for a protective

tariff ~ while the Telegraph "las opposed to such a measure.

As a consequence of their opposing positions many battles

were waged back and forth on the matter of the tariff.

During the Civil War the Gazette took occasion to

question the Telegraphts attacks on General McClellan

in an editorial in which the Telegraph was cited as being

"wholly devoted to radicalism, lives it, and breathes it." 3

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, June 13, 1860.
2. Kalamazoo Telegraph, December 23, 1857.

3. Kalamazoo Gazette, August 15, 1862,



Tempers apparently became shorter than ever after

the Civil War when both of the papers were undergoing many

changes in administration, and apparently the Gazette

had beep particularly barbed in its comments about the

Telegraph. This condition prompted the Telegraph to

print the accusation that:

The Gazette ever since it passed into the hands
of the present owners, has continually endeavored
to get into a personal controversy with the
editors of the Telegraph, for the purpose of
relieving itself of billingsgate and black
guardism. We have no desire to enter into any
such controversy.

We are now, and ever have been ready to meet
and discuss, through our columns any political
or local question with our contemporary, but we
have not entered into the exchange of personal
billingsgate; such is not the province of the
Telegrapp' .

Occasions for controversy between the· two papers,

nevertheless, were not found to b~ lacking, and later,

in 1888, the Gazette severely criticised the Telegraph

for working and publishing a paper on Decoration Day, .

saying that·Uthe old veterans are deserving of more respect

than this by those who are now enjoying the benefits that

cos t so much to secure. 112

The Gazette, to further fan the flames of rivalry

between the two papers, stated that it believed it had

a larger circulation than the Telegraph because "Kalamazoo

people like a newspaper. 1I "That is why the Gazette's

subscription list increases and why Dingley (the publisher
3of the Telegraph) gets rattled. 11

1. Kalamazoo Telegraph, O(~ober 17, 1868.
2. Kalamazoo Gazette, June 8, 1888.
3 · Ibid., May 2, 1889.
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However, the Telegraph once referred to the 'Gazette

as "our sensational morning contemporarylli, a term that

is certainly applicable today to many papers, but in

the. nineteenth century such a statement was considered

much more damning than it is today.

The Gazette in retort shortly after designated the

Telegraph as the "best specimen of a lickspittle sheet

that can be found in the state,ll and further that, !tit

must be a humiliating spectacle to the readers of the

Telegraph to witness the double dealing, cringing,
2

hypocrisy that is often displayed by that sheet."

Today such statements would be considered ample

cause for libel suits, but in the nineteenth century

they were apparently taken in stride an~ shrugged off.

But at the earliest opportunity the chance was sought

by the paper that had be~n the subject of disparaging

remarks to strike back in the same way that it had been hit.

The contending papers were in dead earnest, however,

for among other things they were competitors in the

business world, as well as being opposite one another

politically. As the Chicago Times once stated: lilt is

a newspaper t s duty to print the ne1"lS and raise hell. 113

Disregarding whatever else they did, the papers of Kalamazoo

certainly lived up to the second duty o·f a newspaper in

regard to one another.

1. Kalamazoo Daily Telegraph, september 9, 1~88.

2. Kalamazoo Gazette, February 10, 1888.
3. Chicago Times, 1867.



CHAPTER 6.

THE OTHER NEWSPAPERS OF KALAMAZOO
1835-1890-.

In addition to the Gazette and the ~elegraph there

were numerous other newspapers published in Kalamazoo

during the period 1835-1890. Without exception, however,

these other papers were of short existence, and they

were not at any time true competitors of the Gazette

and the Telegraph. They were founded on Widely separated

principles, some of them being political in nature,

others religious, one literary, and one a health journal.

Chronologically the first of them was the Vegetable

Herald. It was published for a short time in 1836, and

its editor was Dr. A. Bennet. The purpose of the paper

was to promote the use of vegetable medicines. 1 Though

Dr. Bennetts offices were in \Vhite Pigeon, it was necessary

for him to have the Vegetable Herald published in Kalamazoo,

for Henry Gilbert of the Gazette owned the only printing

establishment in western Michigan. 2

1838 saw the beginning of another paper, which was

ti tIed liThe Whig t! It soon changed its name to the v.Testern

Banner, but even the change in name could not prolong
':)

its existence, and in 1843 it was discontinued. J

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, June 16, 1929..

2. Loc. cit.

3. Ibid., October 18, 1925.



The Farmer was pUblished for a few months in 1858,

but it also was soon discontinued.
l

A paper called the Legal Tender was established in

1878, and politically it stood upon the platform of

the Greenback party. Later in the same year it was merged

with the Kalamazoo Mail, of which t,,,,o numbers had been

issued. The consolidated paper was known as the Kalamazoo

Mail, and it was printed weekly until early in the 1880's,

when it ceased publication. 2 Later it was referred to

as the "Black-Mail ll
•

The Daily Times was published for a few months in

1880, but it was ,soon suspended.

Yet another of these other papers was the Michigan

Christian Herald, which was moved to Kalamazoo from Detroit

in the middle 1880's. It became a daily paper, but

Edward Dingley of the Telegraph purchased the Herald in

1889, and consolidated it with his own journal.

In addition to the above papers there were also

three others published in Kalamazoo during the period

1835-1890. These papers, however, were of even ,shorter

life than the others. They were: the Home Oracle; the

Progressive Age, a spiritualist paper; and Smiley's Enterprise,

a literary jOurna1. 3

1. Loc. Cit.

2. Durant, OPt cit., p. 265~

3. Kalamazoo Gazette, October 18, 1925.
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A newspaper survives only so long as it serves

the community, and when it ceases to fulfill this function

its usefulness has ended and its existence is thenceforth

doomed.

Kalamazoo serves as an ideal example of this

principle, for in the nineteenth century it had many

newspapers, but with but two notable exceptions all of

them perished. The two which survived, the Gazette and

the Telegraph, had done so because they had become an

integral part of the community. During their long careers

they had grown up and matured along with the town,

and by 1890 they could view the past with pride and the

future with confidence.
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