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The men from Kalamazoo served in many

different units of the armY and na~ in World

War I o There were two divisions which were

foremost in the minds of the local citizens o

Many men from Kalamazoo were assigned to the

l26th Infantry, 32nd Division and to the 85th

Divisiono To the" men of these two Divisions

this volume is respectfully dedicatedo



C HAP T E R I.

THE R 0 .A D T 0 VI.A R.

WHaH Austria declared war against Serbia,

which set off a great world war, ma~ people in

Kalamazoo knew that they would be affected be-

fore the war would come to an end.

}~~r of Kal~mazoots foreigners were undis-

turbed and others wanted to return as soon as

possible and fight for their fatherlands. Some

were subject to call by the foreign countries,

as they were still subjects of European count

ries. Few wanted to return at this ear~ date.

There were no subsciptions to raise money among

the foreign residents of Kalamazoo, but ma~ who

could not go back to fight would be willing to

contribute should funds be requested.

At this time the Michigan Hollanders were

being called to the front. All who were subject

to milita~ service in the old country were ask

ed to return.

jacob Stekette, vice consul of Michigan,
tod~3 received a call from Consul Gener
al Van Bakhuysen at N.Y. for all members
of the Holland army and militia to report
to their native land for milita~ duty.
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Several residents of this cit! and vic
inity are preparing to leave.

Among the people of Kalamazoo who direct~

aided in the war effort during this ear~ period

were Mr. and Mrs. Royden K. Rothermel. Mr. Roth-

ermel was a chauff'eur and Mrs. Rothermel was a

nurse at an overseas Red Cross station. 2 Two

Kalamazoo County men joined the French Army.

"A. Jougon of Kalamazoo and F. W. Zinn of

Galesburg Enlist at Paris. Leave for Rouen to

train for Hard Fighting in Belgium." 3

In Albion the reservists made a plan to avoid

returning to their fatherland for defense. They plan-

ned to get naturalized so th~.could remain here.

That plan never got under w~ in Kalamazoo.

Many Hollanders left fram Grand Rapids on

August 8, 1914. Since Holland had declared neu

trality, the returning men went for possible de

fense only.4

Until the United states entered the World

War the residents of Kalamazoo seemed undisturbed.

They were interested and many knew they would be

affected but that day seemed far into the distant

---i-Th~-K;,iamaz·ooGazette, WednesdEl3T, Aug. 5, 1914.
~ ~.L Aug. 26, J.917.
4 Ibid, Aug. 27, 1917.

Ibid, Aug. 6, 1917.
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futureo The people were more concerned about the

news of the race riots around st. Louis, Missouri,

and the Labor troubles.

As the months passed and the war progressed,

each new day brought the war closer to the time

of the entrance of the United States. When our

entrance became more evident, many citizens of

Kalamazoo offered their services.

Officers of the Kalamazoo battalion are
receiving letters from men who state they
~ill offer their services if war is de
clared. These communications come from
boys and old men, veterans of the Civil
War and youth who have but graduated from
the boy scouts, and tram others whose ages
run between. 1

At this time the students of Kalamazoo were

advocating a to~ of non-compulso~milita~

training in the public schools and a movement was

underwEq' to put it up to the school board. 2

There was an army reoruiting office set up

in Kalamazoo at 122 W. Main Street. Recruiting

officer William Coleman announced: ~e are here

to ao business, and I expect a ready response

from the young fellows of Kazoo and vicinity.

We need men. We have to have them and I'll be
------------

1 Ibid, April 4, 1917.
2 Ibid, April 3, 1917.
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be on the job day and night if necessary. a 1

At 1:30 on Friday, April 6, 1917 war was

formal~ declared between the United states and

GerJ'll.a1\V.

When news of our entrance was released,

twenty :rive men from Kalamazoo joined the colors.

Twenty one of the recruits joined the National

Guards, three joined the Davy and one joined the

army. 2

Among the many persons who wished to serve

were several aliens. MatW' aliens presented them

selves at the recruiting offices in this city and

expressed a desire to join either the B~ or the

navy. The men in charge were unable to accept

them for the army and navy could not accept men

who were not citizens of the United state~.3

At this stage of the war many of the vol

unteers were entering the national guards and fD~

ing drill companies. Very few were actual~ en

tering the a~ or naval service.

Kalamazoo's first compa~ of volunteers was

organized. The oharter enrollment was twenty men

---i-ibia;-April 4, 1917.
2 Ibid, April 7, 1917.
3 Ibid, loc. cit.
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and it was hoped that the membership would be in

oreased enough to fonm a good sized compa~. The

movement was started ~ men living in the vicinity

of the Burdiok street School, most ot whom were of

Holland desent. 1

The German citizens of Kalamazoo pledged their

loyalty to the U.S. and passed resolutions to lend

support to this nation in its crisis. 2 ·

The city of' Kalamazoo attested fervent loy-

alty to the U.S.

Stirred ~ depth that have not been touched
since the ear1Y spring of 1898, five thousand
and more Kalamazoo pattlots---men and women
who stand ready to Berve this nation in hour
of need, assembled at the Armo~ last night
in the greatest patriotic demonstration this
city has ever known. These things definitely
were established at the meeting. 1. Kalamazoo
is united in its loyalty to the nation at this
time, is aetermined that the flag shall never
be wwept down to disgrace. 2. Kalamazoo is
reaQy to give of its resources,- of its intell
igence and of its manhood's life blood if need
be for the nation's cause. 3. Kalamazoo stands
firmly for universal service and is re~ to
give universally of its own, share and share
alike with the rest of the count~. 3

The local institutions of higher learning were

not be outdone. Both western State Normal and Kal

amazoo College abolished athletics in favor of mil

i tary training. The faculty of Kalamazoo College

unanimously passed a resolution which abolished all
------------

1 Ibid, April 10, 1917.
2 Ibid, April 11, 1917.
3 Ibid, April 15, 1917.
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intercollegiate athletics for the spring te~.

It was decided that some form ot milita~ train

ing would be substituted and required of all

students. At this time m&rw of the young men of

Kalamazoo College were planning to enJ.ist in the
1

regular~. Western Normal aboliShed inter-

collegiate athletics until the end of the war

and established mdllt~ training and Red Cross

classes. 2

Borgess Hospital was at the disposal of a~

soldier of Kalamazoo who was injured in the ser

vice of his count~.

Kalamazoo arn(Y, navy and national guard re

cruits who could not pass the required physical

examination because of bad teeth were given free

dental treatments and put in shape for service

by the Kalamazoo dentists.

The artille~ seemed ~o be the favorite branch

of the arnu of the men who enlisted from Kalamazoo.

The majority of recruits from Kalamazoo sought ser

vice in the coast artille~ corps. It was believed

that these men would see more active service than

any other branch during the war, as heavy guns had
-----------..

1 Ibid, April 15, 1917.
2 Ibid, April,l6, 191?
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proven their worth in both offensive and defensive

movements of European armies. 1

There was now much talk about the draft bills

and how soon they would take effect.



C HAP T E R II

FROM THE DRAFT TO THE TRENCHES.

Under the Selective Service Act of May 18,

1917, the men from Kalamazoo registered for mil

ita~ service during the years of the war.

The Selective Service bill would raise

1,200,000 men immediate~. The President was auth

orized to bring the regular army and National Guard

to full war strenghh---about 250,000 and 440,000

·respectfully. They were to use the volunteer sys

tem until the president felt he needed to app~

the fratt. The bill gave the president power to

draft 500,000 men between 21 and 30 inclusive for

milita~ service, except those exempted under the

law.

All males had to report fortthe draft on June

5th. All men between the specified ages had to

register under penalty. Boards were set up at points

throughout the country to pass on exemptions. In

addition to the first 500,000 the president was e~

powered at a~ time to raise 500,000 more men in

the same process. Those exempted from the draft

were the soldiers and sailors in service at that

time, divinity students, members of well establish

ed religious sects whose creed opposed war, and
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certain specified skilled workmen. Others

are those who had persons dependent upon them

and those who were physically and morally unfit.

Married men as a whole were not exempted from

the draft. l

That the man power of the nation be used to

the best possible advantage; that the essential

industries might not be crippled and yet the gov

ermnent be furnished with the country's quota of

fighting men was the great-responsibility placed

upon the 4raft boards of the count~.

For this purpose Ka~zoo County was divid

ed into three districts. Two of the draft boards

were in the city of Kalamazoo and one in the county.

Draft Board No. 1 comprised approximate1Y one-half

of the area of the city of Kalamazoo.

The draft board undertook to impress upon the

men that they were part of the selective service of th

the nation, rather than drafted men. The draft board

tried to convey to their minds that they were chosen

for the branch of service in which they could best

serve. The city of Kalamazoo is proud to say that

the "slacker" 2 was the rare exception here, only ve~

---i--------Ibid, ~ 11, 1917.
2 The te~ slacker was used by the Kalamazoo Gazette

to designate the draft evaders.
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instances occurring on a~ ot the boards in

this county. 1

~ residents of Kala~zoo were enlist

ing in·order to evade the U.S. d~aft. The ad

vantages of enlisting were twofold. The pros

pective soldier would have a. better chance to

select his branch of duty. He would ha.lte an

opportunity to enlist in home town companies. 2

In the first draf~ Kalamazoo was to furnish

4,945 men as draft eligibles.

A registration of at least 4,945 men of
military age is expected for the city of
Kalamazoo on June 5. This city stands
sixth in the state as to the estimated
number of names to be enrolled. 3

As it turned out Kalamazoo dropped 895 short

of the government estimate~

Four thousand one hundred and forty reg
istered in the city for the draft. Of
this number 2,285 claimed exemption of
which 1,256 were not so listed.

The first draft evader in Kalamazoo was Frank

Otte. He told the Federal Officers that he wasn't

physically fit for service. Eventual1;y they forced

Mr. Otte to register his name. 5

-----------..
1 Ibid. ~ 12, 1917.
2 At this time men were being encouraged to enlist in

home town companies. A slogan in Kalamazoo was: "Join
the National Guard! Go to the front with Col.. Joe and
the3bgys y:ou know.

The Gazette~~ 27, 1917.
4 Ibid, June 0, 1917.
5 Ibid, June 21, 1917.
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Another person named ~ron Newcomb was

arrested in South Bend, Indiana as a non--res

ident. He was held as a draft evader. Mr. New

comb claimed his home was in Kalamazoo. It was

later discovered that he was an escaped patient

of the Kalwmazoo state Hospital. 1

It is interesting to note that married men

were still being barred from enlistment.

Ma.xv' married men continue to apply for en
listment both in the Michigan Nationa.1Gu
ard and the regular arntr, but regulations
bar them from arntY service at this time.
Several who have applied for enlistment
admit they were married after the war was
declared, but do not oare to be classed as
slackers or skirt hiders, therefore wish
to enroll as recrults. 2

Kalamazoo was to contribute 293 men to the

first conscript a~ of 687,000 when a portion

of the draft figures for Michigan were made public. 3

Every registered man was to be drawn in a big

1ottery-. The drawing took place on July 21, 1917.

They were to draw 1,011 numbers in the lottery and

each number drawn was to indicate the order in which
each registrant would be ~ined. The first n~

ber drawn for the draft lottery was 258. Three

EaLwmazoo men with this number were among the first
---i--------Ibid. June 19, 1917.

2 IbId. June 4, 1917.
3 Ibid, June 12, 1917.
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selected for the ~.

Glenn L. Schoolcraft, who lives in 1015
Clark street is one of the three men in
Kalamazoo County who bear the distinct
ion of holding the first number drawn in
the draft lottery Frida\Y'. He with Will
iam J. Brawn, 1127 North Edwards street
and Gerd ED1er, Jr., who gets his mail
at Fulton, held number 258.1

The first man to be ex~ined in Kalamazoo

was rejected. Over two-thirds of the men being

ex~ined were claiming exemptions. 2

Following is a list of the first twenty

four men to be called for service and accepted by

the draft boards of xalamazoo. 3

James Battos
James Belkowski
John L. Boresh
William E. Chandler
Andry Chucka
Samuel B. Dow~
Lloyd Franks
Perley L. Ho1dship
Gil Leknovich
William Leeman
James N. Mashburn
John Milas
Thomas S. M1tchell
Michel G. Mouras
Andrew Olosk
Richard A. Owens
George A. Redmond
Clair L. Rose
Antho:qr Prawantos
John Salammus
Angelus Thines
Clarence J. Watson
Russell M. Wilson
William Wilson

---ribid:-j~l,y 13, 1917.
Ibid, Aug. 4, 1917.

3 Ibid, Aug. 18, 1917.
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On July 14, 1917, Colonel-John H. Berse.y,

Adjutant General, sent out an order from the state

milita~ department at Lansing to the regimental

and separate battalion commanders of the Michigan

National Guard throughout the state which called

all Michigan soldiers into the war. One such tele

gr~ was received by Colonel Joseph Burchnall West

nedge. l As a result the Guardsmen rushed to join

the colors. As of July 16, 1917 the three Kalamazoo

companies had 330 enlisted. 2

A second draft of 755,700 men was being dis

cussed. It was thought that these men would be

oalled up for examination in August, 1917, but the

second draft call was postponed until December of

1917 or Janua~ of 1918. There were too ma~ men

to handle already and not enough personnel or quart

ers to take care of new draft.

At this time the 32nd"Division was sent to Waco,

Texas for training before"going across."

Men continued to be called up for examination

and training c~ps were busy getting the men ready

for duty overseas.

The wheels were now in motion for the American

doughboy to give that much needed zest and punch
---i--------The Guardsmen of Kalamazoo were under the command
of Colonel Westnedge.

2 In time war the National Guardsmen may be ca.lled
for active service in the a~.

3 The Gazette. Ju~ 14, 1917.

13



to the Allies fighting in Europe.

As of June 25, 1917 the city of Kalamazoo had

given 458 sons since the deolaration of the war.

Kalamazoo En1istments.1

M.N.G.---Compa~ C.
---Company D.

Sanita~ Detatchment.
Unassigned.
United states Na~.

United states A~.

Previous~ in Comp~ C.
Previously in Company D.

Grand Total.

i-----------Ibid. June 25, 1917.

14

33
58
27
23

155
162
458

66
42-
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C HAP T E RIll.

ACTION, OVERSEAS.

On Wednesday, June 27, 1917 the first

u. s. troops reached"France. They were all

regulars. The troops had a smooth, safe trip

over and they were received in Paris with wild

joy. There were two Kalamazoo youths with Per

shing's first outfit in France. They were Char

les and Harold Baldwin. They were regulars in

the a~ and had joined at Battle Creek. 1

The first American armed men were slain on

October 20, 1917, when the transport ship Ant--

111es was torpedoed by a German submarine. A

Kalamazoo sailor named Ralph Brinkert of 1624

state Street was aboard the Antilles. 2

The Yanks took over a part of the French

front on October 27, 1917. Just one week later,

on Saturd~, November 3, 1917 the first American

soldiers were taken captives. Although these

moves didn't directly involve Kalamazoo personnel,

it did brims the war oloser to the hearts of the
3

people during this great struggle.

As 1918 approached, victo~ for the Allies

seemed more evident. King George and President

~~~gE~_Y!l~onwere confident of victory in 1918.
1 Ibid, June 28, 1917.
~ Ibid, Oct. 21, 1917.

Ibid, Oot. 28, 1917.
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Kalamazoo gave 1,528 men and $3,900,779 to

the war in 1917. Most of this was contributed

after April 6, 1917 when the war was declared.

"Men in Servioe." 1

Volunteers and enlistments ••••••••••• l,228
Called by draft...................... 240

Tota1•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,528

''Vlar SUbsorlption." 2

Liberty Loan, first drive•••••••• l,483,OOO
Liberty Loan, second drive••••••• 2,228,OOO

"War Donations. II :3

Red CroBs fund•••••••••••••••••••••• 75,000
Red CroBs 1st membership campaign••• 7,000
Red Cross 2nd membership ammpaign•••14,521
YMCA fist campai~•••••••••••••••••• 9,000
YMCA seoond campaign•••••••••••••••• ~O,085
French orphans fund••••••••••••••••• 3,723
Smokes for Sammies.................. 482
Knights of Columbus••••••••••••••••• 3,882
Jewish war relief fund•••••••••••••• 7,000
Jewish soldiers and sailors

welfare fund•••••••••1,lOO
YWCA fund••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9,500
American relief••••••••••••••••••••• 6,000
Red Cross Christmas paokets ••••••••• 1,000
French wounded•••••••••••••••••••••• 2,000
Navy league (estimated) ••••••••••••• 1,500

Total $3,300,779-

On February 7, 1918 the German subs sank the

Cunard transportship Tuscainia. The ship oarried
---i--------Ibid, Jan. 1, 1918.

2 Ibid, lao. cit.
3 Ibid, 10c. cIt.
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•
2,179 men and officers of the 32nd National

Guard Division. 1 At least 110 men were missing.

The Tuscainia. was near the coast of Ireland and

evidently headed for England. As a result Brit..

ish patrols were in a position to save ma~ of

the men. Three men from Kalamazoo were believed

to be lost. The three Ka~zooans were: Louis

W. Norcross, Robert H. Broyles, and Homer H.

stryker. 2

The Russians declared the war at an end on

February 11, 1918. She demobilized her armies

on all fronts, but delayed signing a separate peace.

However, Russia and the Central Powers reached

an agree~nt for exchanging civilian Irisoners.3

There were some reports that the Russians would-

n't ratify the peace terms but on Friday, March 16,

1918 they ratified the German's peace terms qy a

vote of 453 to 30. Most of the residents of Kal

amazoo thought we could win the war without the

help of the Russians. 4

It wasn't until l~rch of 1918 that the Amer

ican forces reached the point of the war where there

hard fighting took place. At that time the Ka1. am-

a.zoo Ga.zette warned the people that they must be prepa.r

ed for huge casualty lists. Until this point America's

------------1 MaXW" men from Kalamazoo were assigned to the 32nd Div.
2 The Gazette~ Feb. 17, 1918.
3 tbldL Feb. ~1, 1918.
4 I~ia, Mar. 2, 1918.
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chief contribution to the war was money and

food. l

~ March 8, 1918, three nations had signed

a peace with the Germans---Bussia, Rumania, and

Finland. The Finns submit·ted to the GermanS'

terms to get mi1ita~ aid against the revol

utionists who held muoh of southern Finland a

long the Finnish gulf. 2

A seoond draft was again being disoussed.

This draft would raise 800,000 men. It was plan

ned to have the first 95,000 men under the second

draft to the camps by 'March 29, 1918. Miohigan

would be required to give 5,558 men. Farm labor

was to be spared as muoh as possible. 3

The heaviest fighting in Europe was now be

ginning to shi~t to the Yankee sector.

The Germans :put a great effort in a supreme

offensive whioh took them near Paris. 'They un

leashed long range guns whioh were unfamiliar to

the allied forces. It was about this time that the

Germans began to use the deadly gasses in an effort

to gain the vioto~. 4

Ibid. Mar. 17, 1918.
Ibid. Mar. 8, 1918.
Ibid, Mar. 12, 1918.
Ibid. Mar. 23, 1918.

There were reports around Kalamazoo that th e

to go over IiLD\V85th Division at Camp Custer was
------------1

2
3
4
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d~ prior to August 1, 1918. 1

The departure and arrival of our tro~s was

classified as "top secret." Many soldiers from

Kalamazoo were overseas at this time, but moat of

them were not yet in the struggle. 22

On Thursday, JUDe 6, 1918 the Kalamazoo Guards

were under fire on the French front. Soldiers of

the l26th Infantry, imeluding men from Kalanazoo,

Grand Rapids, and other Michigan cities went into

the trenches and did their part in a hot~ contest

ed battle. This was the first mention in the Gaz
3ette concerning the l26th Infantry overseas.

Voluntary enlistments in the a~ and navy

were suspended to prevent the disruption of ind

ustries pending disposition of a new draft bill

which propesed to extend the draft ages to in

clude all men between the ages of 18 and 45 years

of age. In the new draft, marriage was to exempt
4none.

Bulgaria accepted armistice on September 30,

1918. A few days later our remaining foes asked

for a peace under Wilsonts terms. Germa~, Austria

Hunga~, and Turkey approached President Wilson

simultaneously to have hime make represent"ations to

the other Entente allies for a general a~istice

------------1. Many men from Kalamazoo were assigned to the 85th Div.
2 The GazetteA April 21, 1918.
3 Ibid, June , 19180

4 Ibid. Aug. 8, 1918.
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and negotiations leading to a peace. The world

anxiously awaited President Wilson's rep~ to the

"Hun" peace bid. The people of Kalamazoo favored

having the Allies dictate the peace or an uncon

ditional surrender. The President turned down

their offers and said there would be no peace un

less there were guarantees and that there would be

d Tr_· • 1no peace un er ~~ser~sm.

There was a great influenza epiemic in the

cities and c~ps of the United states in October

and November of 1918. ~ camps were losing men

as a result. The draft was stopped temporari~ to

keep the disease from spreading. The hospitals of

Kalamazoo were full. ~ October 18, 1918, there

were 500 cases of influenza in Kalamazoo. 2

Ma~ messages were exchanged between the United

states and Germaqy in an effort to formulate a peace.

On Monday, October 28, 1918, Austria asked for a sep

arate peace. Vienna accepted all conditions stressed

in Wilsons notes. The Turks surrendered and armistice

was granted to them on October 31, 1918. The.y were

beaten badly and quit the war at noon on October 31,

1918, unconditionally. After Austria dropped out

Ge~a~ stood alone to car~ on the struggle.3

------------
1 Ibid, Oct. 5, 1918.
~ Ibid, Oct. 18, 1918.

IbId, Oct. 29, 1918.
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Finally on November 11, 1918 the curtain 'i.,

went down on the world's great tragedy. After

1,567 days of horror and 10,000,.000 people were

killed, the armistice was signed ~ the Germans.

The entire city of Kalamazoo was joyous and there

was much celebration throughout the ci~.l

There was still much work for the soldiers to

do. The a~ wasn't to be sent home from France

right away. However, the :braining camps were send

ing the new recruits home at once. Fully trained

men of the arzqy and navy were to remain in the ser-

vice until the crisis was over.

The 32nd Division remained in Ge~ during

reconstruction. The 32nd Division had distinguished

themselves in battles at Chateau Thierry, st. Mihiel,

and Champagne. Company 0, 126th Infantry, 32nd Div

ision was among the units that came in for special

mention in orders and ma~ of its men were decorated

for bravery in battle. This placed many men from

Kalamazoo in honored positions. 2

On November 22, 1918, the first Yankees sailed

for home. The first units to go across were the first

to returno

---1--------
2 Ibid, Nov. 11, 1918.

Ibid, Nov. 18, 1918.
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The approximate enlistment from Kalamazoo

County was 2,200.1 Of this number 114 men gave

their last full measure of devotion. 2

The men from Kalamazoo served in variouB

branches of the a~ and navy in World War I,

however, many of these men were assigned to the

l26th Infantry under the command of Colonel

JosePh Burchnall westnedge.3

Colonel Westnedge and ma~ of his men were

given special milita~ honors for heroism dis

pl~ed in action overseas. 4

The greatest trage~ of the war was the fact

that the manner of the peace conference and the

terms of the Treaty of Versailles were far from

those which President Wilson had voiced through

out the years of the war.

------.._----
1 The Gazette, Centennial Edition, SuDd~, Jan. 24,

193~, Section 4, p. i.
3 See below, PP. 34--36.

See below, p. 23.
4 See below, Pp. 28--33.
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C HAP T E R IV.

CONTRIBUTING GROUPS.

One of the most notable leaders to came

fram Ka~zoo was Colonel Joseph Burchna11

Westnedge. He commanded the l26th Infantry,

32nd Division. 'Many men from Kalamazoo were

assigned to this unit during the war.

After en1istingin the Michigan National

Guard in 1894 and serving in the Spanish Amer

ican War in 1898, JosePh Westnedge was discharg

ed a Captain. He returned to duty as a first

lieutenant of Company C. t 2nd Michigan Infantry

on February 7, 1917, assigned to command the 32nd

Miohigan Infantry. He reported on August 5, 1917.

After the draft the number of the regiment was

changed to 126th Infantry. Colonel \'lestnedge

commanded this regiment continously to the date

of his death on November 29, 1918. He died at

Nantes, France, of Septicemia. The regiment was

a part of the 32nd Division and participated in

four major offensives.1

As was typical in colleges throughout the

country, a call for volunteers was met heroical~

by the men at Kalamazoo College and Western Normal.

On October 1, 1918, 364 men of Western Mloh-

---i.--------Clark, Mrs. O.H., Honor Roll of Kalamazoo County,
Kalamazoo, Miohigan, 1920, 1>. 7.
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igan were inducted into the S.A.T.O. 1 (Student's

ArrrJ3 Training Corps). From that date on Western

became a milita~ training school until the end

of hostilities.

The men were placed in two companies, A and

B. They were ~nder officers assigned by the War

Department and they conformed to milita~ discip-

line.

The curriculum of the school was changed to

meet the standards of the War Department and most

of the male professors at Western Normal taught

courses that helped to prepare the prospective

officers for the a~.

Excluding the men who were in the S.A.T.O.,

Western Normal had 305 stars on their service flag.

Seven of this number were gold stars. 2 Of this

number 49 served as commissioned officers and 249

as non--commisaoned officers. 3

The students and faculty of Kalanazoo College

generous~ gave a good response to all patriotic

appeals.

All the departments of the college tried to

do their part in informing the students about the

war and its issues.
---1--------

Sa.D:castically known by real soldiers as the Saturday
Afternoon Tea Club.

~ The gold stars represented casualties.
Clark, Mrs. O.H., Honor Roll of Kalanazoo County,

Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1920, p.299.
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The total number of Kalamazoo College men

in the service was 333. Of this number 12 were

in the S.A. T. C.• ; 169 in the anqy (four of these

faculty members); 37 in the navy and 5 in the mar-
1

ines.

There were 75 commissioned officers, consist
ing of two Colonels, two Lieutenant Colonels,
two Majors, three Captains, sixteen First Lieu
tenants and forty-:rive Second Lieutenants;-
one 60mmander of the navy, one ]Lieutenant
Junior Grade and three Ensigns.

Besides those in the strict~ military service,
there were one Arrt13' Nurse, two Red Cross work
ers abroad, and two in this country; one wom-
an in war service as master computor for hea~

artillery; two men in the war service at Wash
ington, four men engaged in civilian scientific
research work; twelve men engaged in Y.M.C.A.
work overseas, and six in Y.N.a.A. work in the
camps of the United states; two engaged in other
war welfare work.

This raises the total number of represenatives
of Kalamazoo College in active service to 367. 2

During the years of the war ma~ organizations

put aside their regular business to help in the war

effort. Ments and women's, boy's and girl's clubs

throughout the country aided in all war work by

raising money to buy Liberty :Sonds, War Savings and

Thrift Stamps. They also spent much time and money

in aiding the Red Cross and other war activities.

Kalamazoo County gave generously to the five

Liberty Loan issues during the years of the war. 3
------------

1 Clark, Y~s. a.H., Honor Roll of Kalamazoo County,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1920, p. 303.

2 Ibid, loc. ci~ .
3 ~e name liberty loan applies to the five loans placed

with the American people qy subscription.
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According to the reports of County Chair
men, $1,313,850 worth of bonas were pur
chased of the first issue, $2,228,100 worth
of the second, $2,779,900, of the third,
$3,750,000 of the fourth and 2,227,900 of
the fifth---making a total for the five issues
of $11,229,750 loaned to the government qy
the people of Kal~zoo County exclusive
of bonds subscribed for by the enlisted
men of the county, most of which were taken
out in the different c~ps in this count~

and France•..

A great deal of credit should be given to the

county and city chairmen and the men and wome on the

committees, newspapers, movies, and to the banks of

the county for the good showing made by Kalamazoo

in the five Liberty Loan drives.

liThe distribution of the bonds in Kalamazoo Coun

ty amounted to 17,286 individual owners of bonds, or

practically one bond for eTe~ four people in the

county." 2

---i-~i.:,;;:-NrS. o.n., HOlior Roll of Kalamazoo Countl.
Kalamazoo, ~chigan, 1920, p.

2 Ibid, loc. cit.
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APPENDIX

MILITARY HONORS OF KALAM.AZOO
:MEN AND WOMEN.

There were six persons from Kalamazoo who

received the Distinguished Service Cross for

heroic action during their service in the world

war. Their citations read:

Korse N. B. Beattie, 180811, private,
·first class, Sanita~ Detachment, l26th
Infant~. For extraordi~ heroism in
action near Cierges, France, JU~ 31,
1918. Voluntarily leaving shelter, he
crossed an open field, subjected to heavY
machine gun and artille~ fire, to give
first aid to two wounded men. Residence
at enlist~ent: 807 Trimble Ave., Kalamazoo,
Michigan. .

Leo J. Crumm, first lieutenant, Medical
Corps, attached to l26th Infantry. For
heroism in action near Cierges, France,
July 31 and August 1, 1918. During the
attack against Cierges by his regiment he
worked continuous~ and heroical~ under
fire to treat and evacuate the wounded.
When the house in which his first-aid
station was located was struck by an en-
emy shell he safely evacuated all of his
patients, and prampt~ established another
aid station near the front. His untiring
efforts and personal brave~ saved the
lives of many wounded and suffering men,
and were a source of inspiration to the
entire command. Residence at appointment: 2
1327 Hill Crest Avenue, Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Harold A. Dawson, 180798, sergeant, Sanita~

Detachment, 126th Infantry. For extraord
inary heroism in action near Juvigny, France,
August 31, 1918. He volunteered to go out
into a field swept by artillery and machine
gun fire to administer first aid to the wound
ed soldiers, constantly exposing himself to
fire. His work saved the lives of m~ sold-

------------
1 Landrmn, C. H., Michigan in the World War, edited by

George N. Fulle:r. Ph. D., Pub. by The Michigan Historical
Commdssion, 1925, p.21.

2 Ibid, p.30.
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iers. After dark, when it was poss-
ible to remove the wounded from the
field, he worked tirelesslY during their
evacuation to the first aid station. Res
idence at enlistment: 405 Prospeot Place,
Kala.nazoo, Michigan. 1

vLwman N. Morrison, 263470, ~rlvate, Compa~

A, l25th Infantry. For extraordinary heroism
in action near Juvigqy, France, August 3,
1918. He displayed marked bravery in re
peatedly carrying messages to the front
lines o~er terrain swept by intense art
ille~ and machine gune fire. still under
heavy fire, he assisted wounded soldiers
he found in exposed positions. His heroism
was an inspiration to those near him. Res
idence at enlistm~nt: 410 Mill street, Kal
amazoo, Michigan.

orrie ThoDq)son (deceased), sergeant, Comp
any Ct 126th Infantry. For extraordinary
heroism in action in the woods north of
Cierges, northeast of Chateau-Thierry, Fr
ance, on August 1, 1918. After his compa~

had entered the woods north of Cierges he
and another soldier maneuvered around a
machine gun, which was causing many casual
ties in the company, and reached a shell hole
after crossing an open space that was swept
by hostile fire. From here they killed the
crew of the machine gun, captured the gun,
and turned it on the en~. Residence
at enlistmsnt: 1020 Reed street, Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

James M. Wilson, second lieutenant, 126th
Infantry. He returned under fire into en
emy barbed wire near Ammertsviller, Alsace,
the night of July 8, 1918, to recover two
of his patrol who were missing after a raid,
and, although painfully wounded himself,
brought them safely to the Amerioan trenches,

------------
1 Ibid, p. 31.
2 Ibid. p. 50.
3.Ibid, p. 66.
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concealing the fact of his inju~ until
he had succeeded in his undertaking and
~inted from exhaustion. Residence at
appointment: 1120 South West Street, Kal
amazoo, Michigan. l

The following list of men from Kalanazoo

were given foreign decorations.

Carl M. Austin, 642642, private, first class,
Section No. 600, Ambulance Service. Italian
War Service Ribbon. Residence at enlistment:
433 West Street Court, Kalan azoo, Michigan. 2

John H. Coleman, 10242, private, Section No.
31/643, Ambulance Service. French Croix de
Guerre with silver star, under Order No. 17.
736 flD," dated ~ 21, 1919, General H~ad

quarters, French Armies of the East, with the
following citation: tlA volunteer driver who
for more than 15 months always displa.ved great
ardor and valiant courage in evacuating the
wounded under the fi re at the eneJllV, notably
during the final operations on the Marne and
the Vesle." Residence at time of enlistment:
622 Wallaoe Avenue, Kalamazoo, Miohigan. 3

Leo J. Crum, first lieutenant, Medical Corps,
attached to the l26th Infantry, 32nd Division.
French Vroix de Guerre with gilt star, under
Order No. 12.334 tiD," dated Deoember 15,' 1918,
General Headquarters, French.Armdes of the East,
with the following citation: "He established a
first aid station at Cierges and evacuated all
the wounded. At the advance toward the Veale
his incessant efforts and his brave~ prevent
ed suffering ana saved many lives." Residence
at appointment: 1329 Hill Crest Street, Kal am
azoo, Michigan. 4

Charles Edward Garrett, 2982463, private, first
class, Headquarters Compaxw, 330th, Infantry,
85 Division, Amerioan Expeditionary Forces,

------------
1 Ibid, p. 71.
2 Ibid, p. 98.
~ Ibid, p. 119.

Ibid, p. 123.

30



Russia. British Milita~ Medal, List No.
55, dated Janua~ 9, 1920 British War
Office. Residence at enlistment: 828 1
South Rose Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Bertram K. Mac Gregor, second lieutenant,
141st Infant~, 36th Division. French Cr
oix de Guerre with gilt star, under Order
No. 15.249 "D," dated April 1, 1919, Gen
eral Headquarters, French Armies of the
East, with the following citation: riA very
brave officer. During the attack of. October
8, 1918, near st. Etienne and in spite ot
the fire of the en~ artille~ and machine
guns he displayed audacity, valor and tech
nical knowledge. His example oontributed
to the success of the da,y." Residenoe at
appointment: 1111 Oak Street, Kal amazoo,
Michigan. 2

John Schutter, 51201, corporal, Compa~ H
23rd Infant~, 2nd Division. French Grolx
de Guerra with gilt .. star, under Order lio.
12.742 riD, n da.ted January 5, 1919, General
Headquarters French Armies of the East, with
the following citation: "During the period
from Ootober 3-9, 1918, near st. Etienne-a
Ai-nes, he disp~ed remarkable bravery and
zeal in attempting to silence a machine gun.
Was \'founded during the action." Residence
at en1ist~ent: 37 F1orenoe street, Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

Ralph Slate, captain, 39th Infantry, 4th Div
ision. French Croix de Guerre with gilt and
bronze stars. Gilt star awardee under Order
No. 17.196 "D," dated May 8, 1919, General Head
quarters, French Armies of the East, with the
following citation: "A ve~ courageous officer.
Although wounded he le~ his men under a violent
machine gun fire exposing himself to encourage
them and to keep them in hand. This until he
was very seriousl\v' wounded." Bronze star award
ed under Order No. 11.510 tiD," dated November.

---i---------2 Ibid, p. 137.
3 Ibid. p. 171.

Ibid, p. 207.
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14, 1918, General Headquarters, French
Axmdes of the North and Northeast, with
the following citation: "On Ju1Y 18 and
19, 1918, he did not hesitate to expose
himself constant:I3 under the fire of ma
chine guns in order to maintain the ad
vance of his compaD\V." Residence at a
ppointment: R.F .D. No.6, Ka1amzoo,
Michigan. 1

Paul M. Tedrow, second lieutenant, 16th
Infant~, 1st Division. French Croix de
Guerre with gilt star, under Order No.
14.209 flD," dated March 10, 1919, General
Headquarters French A~ies of the East, with
the following citation: "On October 4, 1918,
he distinguished himself in repulsini a
counter attack and rushed forward at the
head of his company in the pursuit of a.n
eDeJV superior in number. Was severe~

wounded in the course of the operation."
Residence at appointment: 1018 S. Park
street, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 2

Orrie Thompson (deceased), 279194, sergeant,
Company C, 126th Infant~, 32nd Division.
French Croix de Guerre with palm, under
Order No. 12.335 tiD," dated December 15,
1918, General Headquarters, French Armies
of the East, with the following citation:
"He displayed bravery durlhng the atta.ck of
a wood near Cierges on August 1, 1918. Aid
ed by one comrade, he outflanked the position
of a machine gune which was deoimating the
Amerioan line and in spite of a violent fire
he crossed an open space, reached the ob
jective, and killed the gunners and captured
the piece. (Next of kin: Mrs. Eliza Thomp
son, mother, 1020 Reed street, Kalamazoo,
Michigan). Residenoe at enlistment: 1020
Reed street, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 3

Clarke R. Trimble, 229739, sergeant, CompalJ3T
E, l28th Infantry, 32nd Division. French
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Frenoh Croix de Guerre with bronze star,
under Order No. 14.251 ltD, n dated March
12, 1919, General Headquarters, Frenoh
Armies. of the East, with the following
cita.tion: "Cognizant of the dangers which
he ran to accpmplish his mission he vol~
tarily and successfully carried an impor
tant message over a terrain observed and
oonstant]y swept by the enemy." Residence
at enlistment: 813 ~ers street, Kalamazoo,
Michigan. 1

Joseph B, Westnedge, (Deceased}, Colonel,
l26th Infantry, 32nd Division. French Cr
oix de Guerre with palm, under Order No.
12.335 liD, n dated December 15, 1918, Gen
eral Headquarters, French Armdes of the East,
with the following citation: "Between the
Ouroq and the Vesle from July 31 to August
6, 1918, he displ~ed great qualities as a
leader and great coolness under fire and
large~ contributed to the success of the
operations of his brigade. II (Nearest rel
ative: :Mrs. Eva M. Westnedge, widow, R.F.De
No.5, Kalamazoo, Michigan). Residenoe a.t
appointment: R.F.D. No.5, Kalamazoo, Nich
igan. 2

---i--------
2 Ibid, p. 221.

Ibid. p. 226.
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THE GOLD STAR MEN OF IrALAMAZOO COUNTY.l

The following is a list of the Gold star men

of Kalamazoo County, who gave their last full mea

sure of devotion. There are 114 men listed.

Abbot, Leo Frank, Pvt.
Allen, Frank E.
Angell, Jerome, Pvt.
Aukerman, Clarence A., Pvt.

Barker, Elton John, Pvt.
Barrett, He~, Pvt.
Bass, JohnlV F., Sgt.
BB\Yer, Arthur C., Pvt.
Berner, William 0., Pvt.
Blanchard, James W., Pvt.
Boldman, Emin omer, Pvt.
BrS\V, Gu;y Herbert, Bgt.
Butler, Paul T., Cpl.

Canavan, Roy, Cpl.
Coleman, Curtiss ~lvester, Pvt.
Cronkite, Walter Beckley, Pvt.
Cutting, Robert Millar, Seaman, lCl.

De Glopper, John A., Pvt.
Devriest, William, Sgt.
Dodgson, Charles A., Pvt.
Doonan, Wallace, Pvt.
Dunson, William, Musician lCl.

Earl, C~de Herman, Pvt.
Eberstein, C~de, Pvt.
Engell, Charles Willis, Pvt.
Evans, George Lewis, Pvt.
Evans, C:I¥de Herman, Pvt.

Farrell, Gu;y C., 2 Lt.
Faunce, Charles R., Pvt.
Ford, Merril, Begman 2 Cl.
Freshour, Daniel Alton, ~.

Gates, Franklin Roy.
Gates, John 0., Pvt.

1 Clark, Mrs. O. H., Honor Roll of Ka1amazoo County,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1920, PP. 18-28.
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Gay, Russell E., Pvt.
Gi~bert, Jasper Sidney, Pvt.
Gillet, William Franklin, Pvt.
Grandt, Franklin, 1 Lt. ~.M.a.

GrS¥, Roy Leon, Pvt.
Greer, John James, Pvt.
Gregg, Gaylord F., Pvt.
Guest, Donald, Pvt.
Gymer, A.K. 1 Lt. Med. Corps.

Haig, Erwin C., Pvt.
Hanes, Verner, Pvt.
Heath, William Frederick, Shipbuilder.
Hiller, John E., Cpl.

Ibbottson, George William, Cpl.
Inman, Orville E., Pvt.

Jenks, Stillman V., Pvt.
Johnson, Leland Albert, Cpl.
Johnson, Louis Burt, Appr. Seaman.

Keech, Frank, Pvt.
Kingston, Frank A., Pvt.
Knox, Lawrence D., Pvt.
Koegele, Frederick R., Cpl.
Kramer, William, Appr. Seaman.
Kruger, William A., Y:M:CA Secretary.

Leaders, Lester Floyd, Pvt.
Lemert, Edwin B., Pharmacist Mate, 2Cl.
Lindslesy, Horace Edward, Pvt.
Loring, Lester Earl.

Mapes, Marvin Eldred, Sgt.
Mc Donald, Archie Ross, Cpl.
Neyer, Nichola.s W., Pvt.
Mikels, Robert Jacob, Pvt.
Milham, Donald Pomeroy, Pvt.
MiIh~, Fred Victor, Cpl.
Miller, Andrew, Pvt.
Milliman, Lewis W., 2 Lt.
Millman, Mannie, Pvt.
Minnard, Wilbur LJ.oyd, Cpl..
Noore, Albert E., Cpl.
l-Iosher, Claud Frank, Pvt.

Norg, George, Pvt.
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Pitts, J~ B., Pvt.
Poole, William "/hipple, Pvt.
Purkoski, Edwarcl, Pvt.
Pyle, John Howard, 2 Lt.

Rankin, Clarence Lee, Pvt.
Ranney, R. Van Taerlingh, 2 Lt.
Redmond, Nathan Leroy, Cpl.
Root, Lewis D., Cook.
Rose, Floyd H., Pvt.
Roselip, Dean ~,Pvt.

Rutherford, Warren M., Pvt.

Satterlee, Glenn Newland, Pvt.
Seeley, Oscar J., Cpl.
Sheldon, Don R., Pvt.
Smith, Burel, Pvt.
Smith, Elbert L., Pvt., 1 Cl.
stearns, Arthur F., Pvt.
Sutfin, David Lee, Pvt.

Teachout, Henxy, Linooln, Cpl.
Thompson, orrie G., Sgt.
Tuckey, Herbert Alton, Pvt.
Twomey, Michael P., Cpl.

Underkircher, George W., Color Sgt.
Urry, Clayton D., Pvt.

Van Der Meer, John Jr., Pvt.
Van Dyke, Adrian, Seaman 2 Gl.
Van Keuren, Earl, Pvt.
Van Voorhees, Leslie B., Pvt.
Von De Gezelle, Isaac, Bugler, Co. C.

Weber, Carl Joseph, Pvt.
Weirioh, Emmanuel, J., Pvt.
Weisgerber, Clifton, Pvt.
Whitmore, Wilbur, Pvt.
Wiley, Artemas W., Pvt.
Woledondorf, Edson E. , Pvt.
Wood, Clark, Sgt.
Wood, Rissel A., Pvt.
Wood, '''illiam Henry, Pvt.
'\V'ormbrand, Evert, Pvt.
Wright, Roy Sherman, Pvt.
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