
 
SciFinder Scholar Basics 

SciFinder Scholar tutorial: http://www.kzoo.edu/mellon/ 
 
 
TOPIC SEARCH: 

Use an English phrase!  

Avoid using Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) 

USE “effect of lactic acid on beer”  

DO NOT USE “beer and milk”

 

 

 

SciFinder Scholar automatically finds your keywords, uses Boolean 
operators, truncation, wildcards, and synonyms 

A search on “lactation” will also bring up records with: 

• Lactation, lactose, lactic acid, lactobacillus 
• Milk 
• Dairy 

 

 

 

 

Sets: 

The topic search “effect of lactic acid on beer” will retrieve several sets: 

Closely Associated: This means that the terms "lactic acid" and 
"beer" are in the same sentence in these records. 

 
Present Anywhere in the Reference: This means that the terms 
"lactic acid" and "beer" are both somewhere in these records, but not 
necessarily together. Includes the “Closely Associated” records. 

 
Containing the Concept: This means that either “lactic acid” or “beer” 
were found somewhere in these records. These terms may be found 
alone, but records including one term could include the other. (These 
records include the “Closely Associated” records as well as the 
“Present Anywhere in the Reference” records.) 
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REFINE: 
 
 Think of this as limiting your search. 
 

• Let’s say your search “effect of lactic acid on beer” retrieves 345 
hits. 

• Refine your search by the topic “spoilage.” This retrieves 73 hits. 
• You can further refine this search by the author “Simpson.” Now 

you have 3 hits. 
 

 
ANALYZE: 
 

Think of this as sorting your search. 
 
Analyzing will give you a histogram (chart). So if you analyzed by author, 
you can tell how many articles by each author came up in your original 
search. 

 You can Refine or Analyze by: 
 

• Topic 
• Author 
• Company Name 
• Year 
• Document Type 
• Language 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STRUCTURE SEARCHING: 

Structure Searching is a way to search SciFinder Scholar by chemical 
compounds, reactions, or molecules through structure symbolism. 

You can find the CAS Registry (Chemical Abstracts Service Registry) 
number that identifies your structure and use this in a SciFinder Scholar 
search. 

Need help? Contact Stacy and Robin: 
 

Email: reference@kzoo.edu 
Phone: 337-7152 

Office: Library, Rooms 111 and 112 
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