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“Too Messy
for the House”:
The College’s First
Udall Scholar

Dear Alumni, Families of Students, and Friends of Kalamazoo College:

I look forward to the day when I do not feel compelled to begin this letter with an update on how Kalamazoo College is
weathering the worldwide economic downturn. That day has not arrived, but I believe I see it on the horizon.
Our revenue—driven mostly by tuition, but also by endowment interest and generous financial gifts we receive from you—
combined with the budget reduction plan that we initiated earlier this year has resulted in a solid balance sheet. We pledge to
continue this positive balance by keeping costs in check and wisely managing our resources.
Our goal is to emerge from the recession in a position of strength and with strong institutional momentum. Signs of this
momentum abound.
• With 391 students, the incoming Class of 2013 is one of our largest in years, and moves us closer to our total enrollment
goal of 1,500. Kudos to the “K” Admission and Financial Aid staff, as well as the many faculty, staff, and alumni who
met with, e-mailed, phoned, “Tweeted,” and “FaceBooked” prospective students and their families. Enrollment truly is a
College-wide effort.
• Fully 36 percent of new students come from states other than Michigan, and 5 percent come from 25 other countries. More
than 20 percent self-report as students of color, and 15 percent are the first in their families to attend college. This exciting
geographic, ethnic, and socio-economic diversity moves us closer toward our goal of creating a campus more reflective of
the world into which our graduates embark.
• The new Kalamazoo Curriculum that was approved by the faculty last year is up and running. Students now have more
freedom—and more responsibility—as they select courses within “K’s” rigorous liberal arts curriculum.
• The new Center for Social Justice Leadership will move off the drawing board and into reality during the coming year. You’ll
hear more about this unique effort in future issues of LuxEsto and our online newsletter BeLight (www.kzoo.edu/belight).
Of course, Kalamazoo students and alumni are the best evidence of our momentum. And the people you are about to meet in
this issue of LuxEsto exemplify this.
• Genevieve Leet, Kalamazoo’s first Udall Scholar, epitomizes the multitalented “K” students who cross the Quad and cross
the planet each year. She embodies the vision of a liberal arts education and illustrates the powerful impact of integrating
all the aspects of the K Plan.
• David Easterbrook (collecting African artifacts), Wade Thomson (representing an asylum-seeking Ugandan journalist), and
David Siegel (teaching English to Thai first-graders) are shining examples of how Kalamazoo College prepares its graduates
“to better understand, live successfully within, and provide enlightened leadership to a richly diverse and increasingly
complex world,” as our mission statement declares.
• Our Emeritus Club honorees underscore the important contributions that “K” alumni make to their communities and to
the College community each year.
• Bobby Ireland, a former Hornet football player who recently hosted a dinner for the Hornet volleyball team—in Shanghai—
illustrates our effort to connect alumni with current students.
When you combine alumni efforts with those of the many organizations and individuals listed in the annual Donor Honor
Roll, you realize that Writer-in-Residence Di Seuss has captured it just right in “Founders All,” her poem that appears on the
back cover. Kalamazoo College was indeed founded 176 years ago. But the work of the founding fathers and mothers is not done.
It’s up to all of us to keep the momentum going through boom times and bust.
We are founders, all, indeed.

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran
President, Kalamazoo College
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the changing world that
is Genevieve Leet. Or vice
versa?
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is based on
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Lux esto,
“be light.”
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it hurt—especially when it came
time to choose a major. The poet-

22 Freedom Fighter by Tom Nugent

painter-biologist-outdoorsperson

The abrogation of free speech and freedom of the
press anywhere harms those freedoms everywhere.
So the pro bono work of Wade Thomson ’98 serves
us all.

was torn between biology,

26 Out of Africa by Tom Nugent,

own major. That creation may have

professional photography by Keith Mumma
David Easterbrook ’69 has helped assemble the
world’s foremost collection of President Barack
Obama artifacts from Africa.

had something to do with Leet

30 Far-Flung Family by Rick Shanley

“Building the Body Outside.”

environmental science, art, and
English. What to do? Build your

becoming the College’s first Udall
scholar. See page 12 for the story,

Bobby Ireland ’96 thinks of all “K” athletes as
brothers and sisters. That “family” has helped him
on both sides of the planet. So he decided to pay it
forward.

48 Second Language by Olga Bonfiglio
Some days, the six-foot-five David Siegel ’06 feels
like he’s no match for 38 Thai first-graders. But
then he remembers his language lessons.
Plus, great letters from readers; a heartfelt
thanks to alumni in the Donor Honor Roll,
which focuses on the Center for Career and
Professional Development’s Externship
Program; June 2009 Emeriti Reunion class
photos and the Citation of Merit Winners; Poet
Di Seuss’ poetic tribute to the College founders,
which include you; the persons with whom four
faculty members would trade places; lots of
luminaries, scores of class notes, and more.

Corrections: Sonja Dean ’94 was not the
first “K” student to study abroad in India
through the Associated Colleges of the
Midwest program. Although the identity of
the first student is uncertain, we do know
that Phulbassiya Mathura ’80 studied
abroad in India through the ACM program
in 1978.
At the time the Spring 2009 LuxEsto was
printed, Rosemary Brown was a current
trustee of Kalamazoo College. The board of
trustees conferred trustee emerita status for
Rosemary at its June 2009 meeting.
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Péter Érdi
Luce Professor of Complex Systems Studies

“I would have liked to have been a member of Woody Allen’s film
crew for either Vicky Christina Barcelona or Annie Hall. If my one day was
during shooting, then I could see his working style. Or perhaps mine
could be the day that shooting wrapped. Then I could also chat with
him during the party that no doubt follows such a milestone. You see,
I find an astonishing similarity between the way I think he thinks and
the Budapest neighborhood where I grew up. Our chat might confirm
this idea or nudge it into another direction. His mind walks the edge
between comedy and tragedy, and his work achieves a curious balance
between the real and surreal, the sublime and mundane, tears
and laughter.”

Kalamazoo College stands
for a liberal arts education,
and the explorations of the
people who teach (and learn)
here are as wide as their
curiosity. We asked four
professors in the sciences
this question: With whom
(outside your field) would you
trade places for a day?

Michele Intermont
Associate Professor of Mathematics

“Perhaps it’s not surprising a mathematician would divide this day
by three. I’d spend the morning with Lynne Cox, who wrote a book
about her swimming to the Antarctic. I wouldn’t want to be her; I’m
tired of cold swims.” [In 2004, Intermont was the only female member
of a six-person relay team that swam the very cold English Channel.]
“But it would be cool—no pun intended—to talk about the sorts of
feats Cox has accomplished. A morning with a person who pushes
herself to do something extremely challenging in a sport I love—who
knows what it feels to accomplish something like that—would be a
morning well spent.
“I love to bake bread, so my afternoon would be spent in a small bakery
in Germany or France, learning from an expert about the art of making
really great bread. And when the bread is ready, we’ll enjoy it with a
steaming mug of coffee.
“My evening would be more intellectual and spiritual, spent in conversation with Elie Wiesel, whom I heard speak when I was a freshman in
college. He writes beautiful prose, and he exudes peace and contentment in spite of all he’s been through. I’d end my day talking with
him about life.”

U N C O M M O M

Regina Stevens-Truss
Associate Professor of Chemistry

“I’d be Alicia Keys, and not just for a day, but for my second life.
She’s a tremendous pianist, a gifted singer, and she’s flat-out gorgeous.
Her piano playing skill is what I covet the most (and maybe her flat-out
gorgeousness too, L-O-L). In my second life, I plan to be the pianist
Alicia, which may be connected to my research interest, Alzheimer’s
disease.
“Some studies suggest that learning something new late in life builds
neurons and plays some role in preventing the onset of the disease.
Both my stepmother and my mother-in-law have the disease, so when
I feel that first pinch of Alzheimer’s I plan to take on the piano. I’ve
always wanted to play it, and I love the way Alicia Keys plays.
“But what I really love the most about Alicia is the way that she uses
her fame to make big change happen more quickly—her work with
AIDS prevention and AIDS treatment for orphans in Africa is my best
example. To be her for a day or in my next life would mean having the
ability to effect change on a grander scale.
“So learning the piano will start my transformation into my Alicia Keys
second life. My husband and my sons play instruments already, so once
I learn piano we can form a band. And the way some days go, my piano
lessons may be closer than I think.”

C O M M O N

3

Paul Sotherland
Professor of Biology

“Here are my conditions: it’s not a matter of trading places (I
wouldn’t want to subject him to me); and I want to remember the
feeling long after. OK, that said, I’d like to have been Neil Young during
the two special concerts he performed in the fall of 2005 at the Ryman
Auditorium in Nashville. You can get a sense of these concerts if you
watch Jonathan Deming’s documentary Heart of Gold, and, if you do, be
sure to watch the “Special Features” disk.
“As to why…well, there’s all that talent. But it’s more to do with the fact
that he handpicked his musicians, most of them old friends he’d been
playing with for years and years. The concerts showcased new songs
he’d written for his ‘Prairie Wind’ album and some of them were very
new…the band, in some cases, received them so soon before the concert
there was little time to rehearse. And he wrote these songs after he’d
been diagnosed with a brain aneurysm and before he had the surgery to
correct it, which was no sure thing.
“The concerts were kind of short notice, but his friends dropped what
they were doing and together they pulled off this extraordinary thing.
That had to feel pretty darn good. If you could assure me that I would
remember that feeling, and everything that led up to it, then I’d love to
be Neil Young during those concerts.”

END
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The LuxEsto (Fall 2008) feature on study

abroad stimulated many memories and some recognition of
un-captioned photos (as well as corrections of a few mis-captioned).
We share some of these below. We find it extraordinary (see the letter
from Nancy Southard Young) that an undergraduate institution can
so strongly link “strangers” by virtue of their study abroad home
stays. Kalamazoo College may be unique in the depth and the quality
of those connections.

Wow! It was like drinking hot fire stick!
I did get back about two years later when I was chaperoning a
group of high school students in Bretagne for six weeks. Danielle had
moved to Paris with her boyfriend by then. I am sure that Monsieur and
Madame have died, because they had three sons before WW II. Did
you know that the Germans took over their farm, left it destroyed, and
sent Monsieur to Germany to work on a farm during the war?
I went on to teach high school French and am now retired. I got
my M.A. at Western Michigan in 1970 and lived in Dr. Collins’ house
that year with three “K” friends because Dr. Collins was on sabbatical.
We have a summer home on Lake Michigan in Sawyer, so I get out there
every summer and usually manage to make it over to Kalamazoo. My
husband was just there this past fall for his 40th reunion, and I was at
mine last year. He did his foreign study in Nairobi. Next time I am on
campus, I will definitely look you up.
Nancy Southard Young ’67

Hi Jeff [Palmer ’76, who wrote the reminiscence,
“Two Horses,” regarding his home stay with the
Robineau family in Caen]:
My name is Nancy Southard Young, class agent
for the Class of 1967. I lived with the Robineau
family in the fall and winter of 1965/66. They were
a wonderful family, and I loved your blurb in the Fall
2008 LuxEsto. I remember that Monsieur picked up
my roommate and me at Mme DeLacour’s restaurant
Nancy Southard Young the very first day we arrived and took us to the
’67 yearbook photo public garden. He kept pointing out various plants
and flowers, but we didn’t even know what they were
in English, so there was a lot of smiling and nodding! Danielle, MarieLouise, and Marie-Claire were all living at home at that time, as well as
Mme Robineau’s elderly mother. We had a great Dartmouth guy living
next door, and he used to come over and sit in our window to chat,
since it was at ground level. I still remember that my bath night was
Tuesday, and my roommate’s was Wednesday. It got pretty cold in our
room during the winter—in fact, you could sometimes see your breath!
And we had those roller-type pillows that took some getting used to, as
well as changing the sheets once a month! We used to turn them over,
turn them around, etc.
I remember eating just about everything that Madame cooked,
except for sheep’s brain in mushroom sauce. I just couldn’t quite get
that down! We tried all sorts of things I had never eaten at home—I
loved her homemade soup. She told us that “only babies, cats, and
Americans drink milk in France,” but we got used to chocolat chaud in
the mornings and table wine for dinner. That actually helped keep us
warm on those cold nights. I remember I came down with a bad cold
soon after arriving, and Monsieur decided that I needed some Calvados.

Les Coleman ’65 and the Jerash photo

Dear LuxEsto:
I enjoyed reading the Fall 2008 issue. On pages 4, 5, and 49 are
photos I took in 1963 at the Roman ruin at Jerash in Jordan (one of
the photos is mislabeled as Baalbeck, Lebanon). The people in the
photos are Helen (Strong) Foreman, Beth Fox, Mike Wade, and Ellen
Colingsworth. These pictures, particularly the one of the students in
the stone fountain (Alan Fisher is in there too, but obscured), were used
in Parade magazine in 1964 and have been used periodically in College
publications over the last 45 years, including in Marlene Francis’s
recently published history of the College. Six of us spent a full academic
year at the American University of Beirut and traveled throughout the
Middle East during 1963-64.
Les Coleman ’65

L ette r s
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Dear LuxEsto:
In case you do a follow-up to the issue celebrating 50 years of foreign

Dear Provost McDonald:
I am a Kalamazoo College alumnus, and I graduated in 2008. I am

study I wanted to let you know that the picture on page 29 is of Doug
LaFontaine and Sharon Kilgore (“Kilgo”), Strasburg 1973-74. I took it
using Tri-X Pan on an Argus camera. I suspect you may get a couple
more of these e-mails helping to put captions to the uncaptioned
photos. I enjoyed the magazine; it made me think and laugh about a lot
of stories that could not be printed.
Tom Flynn ’75

currently in the Northwestern University’s Interdepartmental Biological
Sciences graduate program, and I am writing to you because I am so
grateful about how much my undergraduate education has prepared
me to transition into graduate school, both through my exposure to
different kinds of scientific research and in my development of professional skills to present scientific data.
Dr. [D. Blaine] Moore’s course in neurobiology targeted my
search for a lab rotation for the first quarter. In his course, Dr. Moore
encouraged students to search through primary literature for a journal
club style research presentation. Shelley Stinson, Leanne Lawwell,
and I presented a research article about olfactory learning in drosophila
melanogaster, and I was so interested in the specific technical methods
of this article that I decided to rotate in Dr. Ravi Allada’s lab at
Northwestern studying circadian rhythms in drosophila.  Without Dr.

And one more letter about the power of study abroad. This one was
sent to President Wilson-Oyelaran from an alumnus traveling in
Budapest, Hungary.

Dear President Wilson-Oyelaran:
Every time I travel the world I am reminded of the role “K” played in

Tom Flynn ’75 and the Strasburg photo

Scott Kelly ’05

developing my understanding of what it means to be a global citizen.
Although my years at “K” ended just before your arrival there, I felt it
was important to send my thanks for all that “K” has done and will do
to educate students about the world.
Scott Kelly ’05

Dear Kalamazoo College:
W hen our daughter became very ill and hospitalized during spring
quarter of her freshman year we worried how she would ever be on
schedule with her classmates and how and when she would return.
Dr. Zaide Pixley gave us direction and helped take our worries out of
school and place them on her health. We appreciate Kalamazoo College
because of people like Dr. Pixley.
Lon Rosenfield and Barbara Friedman

Zaide Pixley

Blaine Moore

Jim Langeland

Moore’s course, I may not have even realized I would be interested
in this type of research as a potential thesis project. Not only did
Dr. Moore’s course help me identify my lab rotation, but Dr. [Jim]
Langeland’s Advanced Genetics course prepared me for the actual
physical part of the research. This course was my only experience
working with drosophila melanogaster during a two-week lab experiment
in which we performed a three-point testcross. Having that experience
of identifying flies for crosses and identifying the phenotypes of 500
progeny really accelerated my ability to work in my rotation lab at
Northwestern.
Lastly, Dr. [Jennifer] Furchak’s course in Analytical Chemistry
was really important in helping me transition into graduate school by
helping me develop professional skills. Dr. Furchak taught in such a
way that I learned how to quantitate scientific data as if I worked in a
real lab. In the end, each lab group culminated the quarters’ research
into a poster session. This was my only experience preparing research
for a poster session and was the only reason I was able to so successfully navigate my way through several poster session projects for my
courses in my first quarter of graduate school.
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Overall, I am really happy
that my undergraduate education
targeted and prepared me for
the career path I have chosen. I
learned not only about the type
of research I am interested in
but also skills in performing
and presenting research. I
learned more than I thought I
learned from my undergraduate
education.
Sarah Sirajuddin ’08

Robert Dewey ’47 died on December 29, 2008. His obituary (published
on page 43 of this issue of LuxEsto) was previously published in the
January 2009 edition of BeLight. Many people wrote in response to that
news and below we share a few of those letters.

I was saddened to learn of the passing of Dr. Dewey. I wanted to
share two memories of him that stay with me so many years later.
First, I saw Dr. Dewey playing the lead in a production of
Death of a Salesman, and I was moved to tears—to sobs, in fact. I
believe I was not yet decided on a major, but I ended up in English.
(But I won’t hold that against him or anyone at the College.)
Secondly, I was not particularly interested in attending a
church service, but I did go to Chapel Service on Friday because I
enjoyed singing in Chapel choir. There in Chapel, Dr. Dewey spoke
on a book he found profoundly important: Jonathan Schell’s The
Fate of the Earth (it seemed much more important back then). He

put the book on reserve in the library, and I went and read it there.
It moved me profoundly as well and got me involved in politics. I
no longer focus on nuclear disarmament, but I am to this day very
politically active, and I trace my “awakening” to larger issues to
reading that book, which was Dr. Dewey’s suggestion. I never told
him how much I appreciated that.
These memories demonstrate how broad and deep a good
liberal arts college experience is, beyond the classroom learning.
Amy (Vargo) Buttery ’82

I remember that Professor Dewey was one of the judges of the first
talent show night in 1978, at which I played flamenco guitar. Despite
my last-minute participation, he named me the first-prize winner. He
also introduced me to Jurgen Moltman, a famous German theologian at
that time, who visited Kalamazoo College because of Professor Dewey’s
invitation.
Masahito Koishikawa ’81

My contact with the Dewey family goes back to the 1950s when Bob
was the pastor of the Congregational Church in Birmingham, Michigan,
and I occasionally babysat for the girls. We lived across the street from
Bob and Eleanor and their family in a big stone farm house, and I was a
member of the church youth group. Bob had the kind of charisma that
young people were looking for. He and Eleanor had great singing voices
and did a wonderful duet. We soon had one of the largest youth groups
in the city. The church youth group often visited my family’s Christmas
tree farm near Ortonville, and I traveled with Bob and the youth group
to work with African-American youth groups in southern Missouri
and New York.

L E T T E RS

Both Bob and Eleanor had a profound effect on me and they were
one of the major reasons that I chose to attend Kalamazoo College.
I got a chance to say hello again at our 40th class reunion and was
amazed that Bob recognized me and introduced me to friends. His
cheer and openness will always be with me.
John Kerley, M.D. ’61

I really wasn’t particularly close to Dean Dewey while I was attending
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as two nieces and my son-in-law. My wife passed in November of 2007,
but we shared our memories of that wedding day and Dean Dewey often
in our 32 years together. He made a difference in the lives of a great
many people and is much beloved.
Steven D. Adams ’76

I remember Bob for the year we shared at Kalamazoo College,
1946-47. I knew that he had returned later to be a part of the teaching
staff. He was well thought of…I suppose with a B.A. from Kalamazoo
College I should be able to turn a better sentence, but the meaning
is best conveyed by that common expression. His students and
colleagues will miss him.
Betty (Colvin) Sulfridge ’49

Kalamazoo College, but he ended up being a major figure in my life!
When I returned to “K” after foreign study in London, Martha
Dewey ’77 happened to be spending a summer quarter on campus
where she, along with our new Assistant Dean Caroline Keeney, began
creative reader’s theatre Chapel services. This pointed me towards the
Religion and the Arts program at Yale Divinity School and there, during
my three years as a student, a class photo of Dean Dewey on the wall of
the seminary greeted me daily.   
My first church position took me
to All Saints Church in Pasadena, Calif.
Dean Dewey’s sister-in-law, Margaret
Marsh, attended, so I knew I was being
watched over by the Dewey clan as I
made my professional start in life. As
an ordination gift, Dean Dewey gave
me a book on world religions which is
currently being dusted off as I prepare
to teach a middle school course in my
Amy (Vargo) Buttery ’82
John Kerley ’61
Betty (Colvin) Sulfridge ’49 Jane Richardson Morgan ’47
current role as School Minister at St.
Matthew’s Parish School in
Pacific Palisades.
I am saddened by the death of my classmate Bob Dewey. I guess I
During my years in Los Angeles serving in various parishes
thought he was immortal! I had arrived on campus in 1943, so he was
and organizing a variety of teaching series, I frequently would run
one of the “old guys” who came back at war’s end, and one of the few
into many of Dean Dewey’s friends from Pilgrim Place in Claremont.
of that group who really re-joined campus life. A real “Mr. Personality,”
They always passed along his greetings.
and good looking, to boot! As I remember, he was the head student
News of his death makes me stop and think about how you
honcho of the dining room. We’d all assemble in the lower level of
never really know what effect you and your work might have on
Welles and wait for the double doors at the top of the two curving
others—ripples you might never really be aware of. I certainly give
stairways to open. When all was ready, the doors would open and out
thanks for the life and ministry of Bob Dewey—and indeed for the
would pop Bob to announce dinner. So we all literally looked up to
Dewey family—and am grateful for the ripples that washed over me
him! And at our 50th class reunion he did a wonderful one-man perforand moved me along my pathway.
mance for us.
Kristin Neily Barberia ’87
My roommate, Pat Miller Pratt ’47, sent me a copy of A Fellowship

Dean Dewey was of great help to me at Kalamazoo College. He
performed my wedding ceremony at Stetson Chapel in September
of 1975 and was instrumental in arranging lodging in married
housing on short notice.
Two of our three children attended Kalamazoo College, as well

in Learning, which I’ve been enjoying. The war years were difficult—
one (blind) date my entire sophomore year!—but unique. I wouldn’t
trade them for anything. Those of us from that era had a very different
“K” experience.
Jane Richardson Morgan ’47
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Some wonder whether a liberal arts background is too unspecialized for
professions in the science. The following letter underscores the strengths
of such a background. Dyke McEwen graduated from “K” in 1998 with
majors in biology and chemistry. He did graduate work at University of
Michigan.

Dear Paul (Sotherland, Professor of Biology)
D yke McEwen has been a member of Essen’s Discovery Sciences
Team for just over three weeks, and his impact is already impressive.
Dyke came to us as a well-trained experimental cellular and molecular
pharmacologist with strong communication skills and a strong work
ethic. He is also a clear and creative thinker. Dyke quickly learned
how to run a very difficult co-culture angiogenesis assay and is now
working to advance it. Dyke is also working well with our imaging and
engineering team in building our analysis algorithms. Dyke is a great
team player and fit into our existing group of seven scientists easily. It is
clear that he will soon be a leader in our small but growing life science
biotech company.
Vince Groppi, Ph.D.
Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer,
Discovery Services Essen Instruments

On February 26 the Obama administration named Jeff Crowley ’88
Director of the Office of National AIDS Policy. That office organizes HIV
and AIDS prevention efforts though education initiatives and helps with
the care and treatment of citizens infected with HIV. President Obama
said: “Jeffrey Crowley brings the experience and expertise that will help
our nation address the ongoing HIV/AIDS crisis and help my administration develop policies that will serve Americans with disabilities.” LuxEsto
congratulates Jeff on his appointment and shares three letters. The first
is from Sally Olexia (director of health services and professor of biology,
emerita), written when she heard the news of Jeff’s appointment. The
second was written by Jeff in 1989 to Sally during Jeff’s Peace Corps
posting in Swaziland. And the third was written by Jeff in October 2008
for the occasion of his 20-year class reunion.

Dear Editor:
Jeff was a chemistry major who graduated in 1988. He was a distinguished student and one of the nicest people that I’ve been privileged
to know. Jeff knew as a college student that he wanted to help people.
After completing his Senior Individualized Project at the National
Institutes of Health he decided he wanted to help people by working in
the government. Following graduation, Jeff entered the Peace Corps and

served in Swaziland. He wrote the letter below to me from there.
Clearly Jeff has followed his dreams and excelled in ways few
of us imagine. I’m confident that he will be successful in his new role.
He is a great credit to Kalamazoo College, and I’m so happy to have
known him.
Sally Olexia,
Director of Health Services and Professor of Biology, Emerita

1989 — Dear Dr. Olexia:
I’ve been in Swaziland for two months, yet you are the first person I’ve
written from “K” so please do me the favor of distributing this around
Student Services to those who know me. In only 11 days my training will
end, and I’ll be sworn in as a Peace Corps Volunteer. I’ve been somewhat
frustrated by the Siswati language instruction, but otherwise things are
going very well.
I’m being posted to a secondary school just a few kilometers from
Nhlangano, the main city in the southern part of the country. This should
be a good site because the area appears fairly rural, yet I will have electricity
and running water. I’m glad to be in the country; yet being near Nhlangano
(pop. 1300) will mean that buying food and banking will be pretty
convenient. I will be about three hours by bus from the South African
border. I’m pretty excited about my assignment because the school is being
upgraded from a junior high to include a high school. The laboratory is
in shambles, but the lab work is essential if any students hope to study at
the university. I might make a mediocre teacher, but, thanks to “K,” I feel
particularly qualified here to do something with the lab.
We are in the middle of two weeks of practice teaching in Nibabane.
I’m teaching the equivalent of 11th grade chemistry. The only drawback is
that, except for a private prep school, we are teaching at the best school in
Swaziland, so our experience here is undoubtedly different than we will
encounter with students from rural areas.
Over Christmas I spent seven days living with my adopted Swazi
family on their rural homestead. No electricity, and we had to walk one
kilometer downhill to fetch water. It was a great week! I spent several
days herding cattle. I took them to the dip, where they run through a dip
tank which kills ticks. I also weeded a field of maize by driving two oxen.
Christmas Eve: I wanted to watch, but out of necessity I helped to slaughter
a goat. Culturally, an animal can’t be killed that is tied up, so I had to hold
its legs and keep it down as my father slit its throat, and then skinned it. As
I will be teaching kids who live like this, it was an invaluable experience!
I’ve been named Mefika Moseko.
I’ve been trying to learn about traditional medicine and I’ve met a
couple of tinyanga (herbalists). I’ll try to write again once I’m settled at
my school.
Having fun, Jeff
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2008 — Dear Alumni Relations:
I cannot believe we are all getting so old! I
still kid myself that we finished college just
a few years ago. Life is pretty good. I live in
Washington, D.C. My partner, Ricky Buford,
and I recently celebrated 16 years together.
After graduation I was a Peace Corps Volunteer
in Swaziland, where I was a high school science
teacher (one of the best things I have ever
done and which has given me several of my
closest friends), then I worked at the National
Institute of Mental Health in the lab where I
did my SIP. Then it was graduate school at the
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public
Health, followed by more than six years at the
National Association of People with AIDS,
for much of that time as deputy executive
Susan Dasher ’66
director for programs. Since 2000 I have been
a senior research scholar at the Georgetown
University Health Policy Institute. I work on a
range of health care financing and access issues
affecting people with HIV/AIDS and people
with disabilities. Basically, my work involves
a mix of policy research (much of it focused
Cayman Connections
on Medicaid, access to care for low income
Susan Dasher ’66 teaches SCUBA diving
people, and related issues such as prescrip(Cobalt Coast Dive Resort) in the Cayman
tion drug policies, long-term services issues,
Islands. A number of alumni have enjoyed
Susan Dasher ’66 and Amy Hale ’66
and management of high-cost populations);
her diving lessons, and LuxEsto has
legislative support, providing informal technical
published class notes and photos of a few. Turns out that one of those
assistance to Congressional staff; and serving as a strategist
photos uncovered another alum living in the Caymans. Kate (Boyd)
and policy advisor for a couple of major HIV and disability
Alexander ’80 had known about Susan but not the fact they shared an
advocacy coalitions.
alma mater. Below is an e-mail Kate sent to Susan and Amy (Mantel)
Study abroad: I studied in Strasbourg. While we lived
Hale ’66, one of Susan’s diving students.
in the dorms, I had a great host family, the Poulet-Mathis. My
father, Francois, was somewhat of a local celebrity who was one
Hi All:
of the leading local television journalists. My mother, Beatrice,
One of the great things about being a “K” grad is how well-connected
was an artist and exceptional chef! There were four kids: Xavier,
the alumni are. Everytime I meet a “K” grad somewhere, it’s instant
the oldest (16), Celine, Sebastien, and Guillame. Over the years,
familiarity—as if we were in the same class.
Celine visited once, and, while we exchanged holiday cards, our
I’ve been in Cayman since 1999. I was a librarian in the States,
contact was minimal, until a reunion visit in August 2007. While
heavily influenced by Eleanor Pinkham ’48, “K” College librarian for
I was saddened to learn that Beatrice had passed, the rest of the
many years.
family is well, and we had an excellent Alsacian dinner of tarte
I live on Birch Tree Hill Road, near the old Texaco, only a half
flambee at their home in a suburb of Paris. While quite rusty,
mile from Cobalt Coast. I may be up there Wednesday morning for a
much of my French came back after all of this time!
snorkel—will pop by the office to see if Susan is on land.
Jeff Crowley

Kate Alexander ’80
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Mary Jane Underwood

Dear Editor;
Earlier this year, President

Wilson-Oyelaran visited
Kalamazoo’s alumni here in
Service-Learning civic
Denver, Colorado. If I recall
engagement scholars
correctly what she said, it seems
the courses outside one’s major
include (l-r): front row—
and minor fields—what we in the
Mithil Pandhi, Klissa
1960s knew as “distributional
Jarrett, Thomas Nudell,
requirements”—are pretty much
Alison Trump, back row—
a thing of the past at Kalamazoo.
Students are required to take
Alyson Chun, Nathania
part in the College’s special
Dallas, Lauren Kroll, and
programs, such as foreign study
Ross Fletcher
and the SIP, and there is a
language requirement, but that
is about it. Apparently, this was
done because so many of today’s
students arrive on campus quite sure of what they want to do with their
lives and resent any digression from that, seeing such digression not
as an opportunity but rather as a stumbling block in the way of their
plans and goals.
In general, that is probably good, but if I were a young person
starting at “K” this fall, what would I say to the faculty member and/
or guidance counselor assigned to talk to me in this regard? I would
say something like this: “This is a liberal arts college, and I want to
take advantage of that fact. I don’t want to do what I could as easily
do at a cheaper place that would be rather like a very advanced trade
school. So here is what I want to do: until such time as I must begin to
take courses exclusively in my major and minor fields, I want to take
the basic introductory courses in as many different departments as I
have time for. In that way, I may discover a deep and lasting interest in
something I may have never even thought about at this time.”
Now I admit that I went to Kalamazoo expecting to major in
political science and that is what I did. However, since that time, I have
returned to school and earned a doctorate in philosophy. I didn’t take a
philosophy course at “K.” Perhaps if I had, I would have learned of my
interest in that field a quarter of a century earlier. Lately, I’ve become
very interested in the history of the American Civil War. At Kalamazoo I
had two history courses, but neither one was in American history. I also
might have discovered that interest earlier in my life.
I hope that today’s “K” students are offered the option of
constructing their undergraduate education in the way I outlined above.
Stryker Institute for

Dear Editor:
I loved the Spring 2009 issue, featuring our amazing, high flying
students! I can’t help but point out that among those students you
featured on the cover and throughout the magazine, TEN hold endowed
Civic Engagement Scholarships through the Mary Jane Underwood
Stryker Institute for Service-Learning. Those students have developed
leadership acumen and applied scholarship and public problem-solving
skills right here in Kalamazoo. These students [see photo] coordinate
a number of the complex, co-curricular service-learning programs for
which the Institute for Service-Learning is responsible. These programs
include: HYPE (Helping Youth through Personal Empowerment) at the
County Juvenile Home (Erin Mette ’09); Keeping the Doors Open, our
after-school middle school math enrichment program on-campus (Lisa
Phillips ’10, Travis Smith ’10, and Klissa Jarrett ’10); the Goodwill
Adult Literacy Program (Ross Fletcher ’09); the Lincoln and El Sol
Bilingual Classroom Program (Alison Trump ’09); and the Heartbeat
and AMIGOS programs at Kalamazoo Central High School (Mithil
Pandhi ’10, Alyson Chun ’10, Thomas Nudell ’10, and Lauren Kroll
’10, who work in that program with alumnus Ryan LaBudda ’97). We
are grateful for the endowments that make it possible for our students
to become global citizens abroad and at home—the Marilyn LaPlante
Endowment, the DeMoore /Vonk Fellowship, and the Stephanie Vibbert
Scholarship. Erin Mette’s summer gardening experience (which was
mentioned in the Spring issue) was also funded through endowments
that support the Community Building Internship Program our institute
administers with the Center for Career and Professional Development.
Alison A. Geist, Director
The Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning

Dr. Richard DeTar ’67

L E T T E RS

LuxEsto responds:
T he new curriculum does offer students the option described
by Dr. DeTar.
After much research and careful deliberation, Kalamazoo College
faculty voted to change the general education requirements. The new
curriculum requires an academic major, intermediate level proficiency
(usually three classes) in a second language, a Senior Individualized
Project, a physical education unit (five classes), three shared seminars
(one in the freshman year, one as a sophomore/junior, and one in the
senior year), and the opportunity to shape interdisciplinary minors
(for an example of an interdisciplinary major, see “Building the Body
Outside” in this issue of LuxEsto). Disciplinary minors, concentrations,
study abroad, service-learning courses, and career development
internships and externships remain—as they always have—options
for all students.
According to Professor of Biology Paul Sotherland (see “Freedom
and Responsibility in the Liberal Arts,” SummerLux 2009) the new
curriculum continues and strengthens the College’s dedication to intellectual breadth but adds focus and meaning to selection of courses
across the liberal arts. “It provides many more opportunities for making
connections among many facets of a ‘K’ education and for developing
the capacity to synthesize knowledge from different domains,” he
says. “It invites students, with help from academic advisors and other
mentors, to integrate and apply cross-disciplinary learning to global
issues. What could be a better curriculum for today’s world?”
As Sotherland alludes, the new curriculum intensifies academic
advising so that students receive the kind of liberal arts advocacy
that Dr. DeTar describes. Together, advisors and students confirm the
relevance of broad explorations across the liberal arts to the discovery
and illumination of a particular major (a “deep and lasting interest in
something I may never have even thought about”). Advisors share the
insights of alumni like ant biologist Dr. Rob Dunn ’97, who, in his book
Every Living Thing, describes the liberal arts as excellent preparation
for a scientific career because it provides a broader “landing strip” for
observations to alight (see “The Readiness for All,” September 2009
BeLight). Or banker Bill Williams ’71, who, during a recent campus
visit, counseled economics majors interested in banking to take lots of
English courses (see “Worlds Bridge,” May 2009 BeLight). Alumni make
excellent mentors.
Kalamazoo College stands for broad and meaningful explorations
across the liberal arts, and also for the kind of thinking that takes risks
(like the K-Plan) to make the changes that enhance those explorations.
Perhaps the new curriculum is one of those changes. We know the
jumble of the liberal arts supports a spirit of experimentation, the kind
of spirit that might lead a person to study philosophy and the American
Civil War after earning a degree in political science. To the voices of
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advisors and alumni like Dunn and Williams—each of whom urge
students to explore broadly at “K”—we can add the trenchant advice of
Dr. DeTar.
And finally, the Center for Career and Professional Development
arranged for two international students—Rufus Karanja and Brenda
Otieno—to job shadow Michigan State Representative Robert Jones. We
share some thoughts from those students regarding that experience.
From Brenda: “I learned a lot about American politics, and I felt
encouraged to volunteer and be more involved in society (especially
in issues that I feel are important and to which insufficient attention
is paid). Representative Jones emphasized the impact of grassroots
activities in shaping domestic and international politics….His insights
and lessons will go a long way in helping me be more analytical in
political issues and the challenges public servants face. I feel I have a
role to play
in issues that
perpetuate
inequality and
underscore
social
injustice.”
From Rufus:
“Our meeting
was a good
Brenda Otieno, Robert Jones, and Rufus Karanja
opportunity to ask
[Representative Jones] pressing questions with regard to his political
career and our desire to be involved in public service….I was surprised
to learn that in college he did not study political science or any social
sciences but instead majored in chemistry. Since he had a great interest
in being actively involved in political affairs, he decided he should join
different political organizations in his neighborhood….On the issue
of reconciling the desire to serve with the challenges that come with
being a public figure, he advised that we remember that decisions never
please everyone, that what is really important is cultivating positive
relationships with all your constituents. The meeting encouraged my
desire to be engaged in political activism, and I was so impressed with
Representative Jones’ great zeal to serve the people of Kalamazoo.”

END
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Building
the Body
Outside

1
“I am a project too big and messy for the house,
I want to build this body outside…”

Most students’ majors are houses framed by other hands, but junior Genevieve Leet built her own
(paid for with research, legwork, and some anxious moments, as opposed to the $28.13 in 1845
dollars Thoreau used to build his Walden Pond cabin).
And perhaps that architecture was the significant factor in Leet becoming the first student in
the College’s history to be awarded the Morris K. Udall Scholarship for Environmental Leadership
(one of 80 people in the country, and one of only 13 college sophomore recipients). Did it trump
her work as an environmental performance poet? A painter? A LandSea leader? A founding spirit of
many co-curricular campus activities, including the Wilderness House, the GO! Green Campaign,
and the Kalamazoo Outing Club? Did it weigh more than her role (beginning in high school!) as the
creator, leader, and coordinator of the Nordhouse Dunes Backpacking Expedition? Hard to say.
Leet loves biology and creative writing, so let’s try a science metaphor: think of her short CV in
that preceding paragraph as a protein made by a gene for the liberal arts. If there is such a gene, Leet
has it, but there was a brief period of time when it felt to her like a genetic disorder.
“I really really love a lot of things,” she says. “I have a million interests and a million classes I’d
like to take. So ‘K’ is perfect for someone like me.” But… imagine the stress as the sophomore declaration of major deadline approached.
Leet had narrowed her loves to art, English, and biology, but then simply had to add working
with people, communication, and leadership. And ecology. And Aldo Leopold’s Sand County

Almanac, and environmental stewardship.
(The only thing she could safely exclude
was organic chemistry.) Some of these
passions she expressed in co-curricular
involvements—editor of Cauldron, the
College’s literary magazine; dancer in the
Frelon Dance Troupe; performer in Cirque
du “K,” the College’s mix of circus art and
street performance. But what to choose for
a major? What disciplinary house would
hold so many rooms?
Perhaps only the one she spent much
of her sophomore year shaping, then
shepherding through approvals by the
Registrar and Provost offices. It’s called an
Environmental Studies Interdisciplinary
Major (ESIM), and it’s the product of Leet’s
research into schools that offer a similar
major and of her close work with Associate
Professor of Biology Binney Girdler to
ensure the customized major provides

b u il d ing

an exploration of sufficient depth. Leet’s
ESIM is a rigorous combination of six
biology courses, one chemistry course, and
five in the social sciences and humanities
(economics, anthropology and sociology,
religion, and political science), capped by
a senior seminar in environmental science.
Requirements include, among other
courses, “Entomology,” “Population and
Community Ecology,” “Environmental and
Resource Economics,” “Political Ecology
of Globalization,” and “Sustainability
and Global Warming.” The elective
menu features “Project Management,”
“Religion and Environmental Ethics,” and
“Environmental Policy.”
Leet is currently studying abroad in
Thailand. There she backpacks between
mountain villages to learn different
methods of sustainable agricultural development. She also is taking courses like
“Agri-ecology,” “Peoples and Forests,”
and “Islands and Environment.” The
latter involves kayaking in an archipelago,
studying reef ecology, camping on beaches,
and traveling with nomadic fisherman. It’s
the very earth-focused Leet’s idea of heaven.
As a high school student she created
(and still manages) the Nordhouse Dunes
Backpacking Expedition—a four-day
annual adventure for 20 friends and friends
of friends. Nordhouse Dunes are a National
Wilderness Area along Lake Michigan’s
shoreline in the Manistee National Forest,
probably not unlike those beaches in
Thailand where she sleeps nowadays.
Leet carefully plans the retreat to the
Nordhouse wilderness so that no one in her
party leaves a trace. Some may associate
wilderness with misanthropy—a desire to
get away from other people. For Leet it’s
the opposite. Wilderness is all about “close
connections with people,” she says, “getting
to know the people with whom you share
the experience, and learning to never take
elements of life that are life—like eating and
drinking—for granted.”
There is a strong environmental

the
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1 When she sorts recycled
materials in the belly of a beast
called the “Cobra,” Genevieve
Leet often finds materials for her
artwork. (photo by Sara Whalen ’10)
2 Leet keeps tents and sleeping
bags inventoried and in good repair,
ready for outdoor use by fellow
students.
3 The lady and the ladybug
4 LandSea Group Leader Leet
dons some “Flying Nun” apparel to
welcome her LandSea participants.

2

3

4

education gene on Leet’s liberal arts chromosome—and it expresses itself not only in the Nordhouse
adventures, but also in efforts (usually founding efforts) with campus organizations. Organizations
like the Wilderness House and Kalamazoo Outing Club—both of which focus on getting people
outdoors—and the GO! Green Campaign, a student initiative to reduce carbon emissions by getting
more members of the College community commuting by bus, carpool, or bike.
Leet also is a member of the campus recycling crew and serves as a “resource coordinator,”
ensuring that students have access to functional (and well repaired) wilderness gear and outdoor
equipment. She guides elementary school children in explorations of a local nature preserve, helps
them collect tadpoles and analyze frog songs, has them write about and draw what they experience
in nature, and then teaches them simple things to do to help preserve their newfound loves.
Why is getting people outdoors so important to her? “People will protect what they come to
love,” she says. And they’ll come to love Nordhouse Dunes or the open field beyond their backyard
or some small green space between two city lots if they experience these places directly.
For Leet, Nordhouse Dunes is one touchstone of her poetry. The other—darker—is a Costa
Rican coral reef she once snorkeled, a reef choked, and lost, by a sudden influx of sediment caused
by overlogging a forest on land. The connections we don’t take the time to come to understand, and
love, we risk losing, and some of Leet’s poetry wonders whether humans are nearing an irreversible
tipping point.
How do we come to understand and love? Leet, an avid biker, advocates living outdoors at
bike speed (or slower, maybe a gear called “Leet Speed”) rather than light speed. The PALM veteran
(Pedal Across Lower Michigan—she did her first transect as a child, on the back of her parents’
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4 The College offers a resource exchange
so that manufactured products reach
maximum use before they are recycled.
Of course, Leet volunteers to work in such
an earth-saving operation. (photo by Sara
Whalen ’10)
5 Group bonfire in the Nordhouse Dunes
Wilderness Area
6 Leet celebrates her 18th birthday at
Nordhouse Dunes, eating her cake with a
hatchet. The image became an inspiration
for her poem “Archaeologisting.”
7 A Nordhouse hike

4

5

6

bikes) should know. “It’s so much more interesting to see the state where you live slowly,” she says.
When she returns to her home state, and campus, in the spring, her Udall Scholarship will
help defray tuition costs. But its real value is something else entirely. “Networking with previous
winners,” she exclaims. Those winners are a liberal arts bunch, and they are “teaching me ways to
make a greater difference,” Leet adds.
Ways like Power Shift, a national conference of young environmentalists that occurred in
Washington, D.C. Thirty-two “K” College students—Leet was one—attended. The event featured
workshops, speakers, concrete ideas to keep one’s dreams and inspiration well fed, and a chance to
lobby legislators about a climate bill.
Leet employs art as well as politics to awaken others to environmental stewardship. In 2007
she and a co-author performed a piece called “Global Warming Poem” at a national spoken word
and performance art contest in San Jose, California. The poem was one of three winners of an
ancillary contest there, and that award led to a reprise performance in Utah later that year at the
Sundance Summit National Mayors Convention for Sustainability. It was later performed at thenKansas Governor Kathleen Sibelius’s 2008 Earth Day speech.
Such metrical success may not be surprising for an almost-English, almost-art, and almostbiology major. And then she was none... or—more accurately—all of those—a project too big and
too messy for any of those houses alone.
Hard to know precisely what her Senior Individualized Project will be, but Leet says it’s sure
to combine art and environmental advocacy. No doubt she’ll shape it to be performed and not just
read—a product of body and breath as well as mind. And no doubt it’ll perform best by star and
bonfire light in the Nordhouse Dunes. To see it would be a hike worth taking.

7

Warming sounds friendly.
It sounds like tea, or a firm
handshake.
Try global burning. Global,
skin snaps, fat sizzles, eyes
desiccate...
from “Global Warming Poem”
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I am a project to big and messy for the house
I want to build this body outside…
I want to capture that funky smell
of dirt and birth and soggy jean bottoms
The tongue taste of violets
First flung frisbees from the bare braceleted arms.
I want to taste the nectar
in little prisms clasped to naked branches,
wrap it up in a package
of backyard two-lips
rub it tight to my skin
I want to wear it like perfume…
I want to fill my lungs with the cotton of dandelion heads
Run until my throat burns like sulfur
Until I sweat transpiration that beads on raspberry leaves.
I want to remove my biceps like banana peels
and stitch them back again upside down
To scale rock walls shaking
until muscles give
To collapse in the sand
and feel the punctuation
of my spine settle…
And once I build this body
I want to live in it
Work in the end of my elbow
Camp on the ridge of my cheekbone
Sleep in the hollow of my throat.

from “Archaeologisting”
Something in the definition of adult
should involve leading those you love into the wild
with a sack of oatmeal
and half the tent poles…
When the sun sets crocus, savanna, and Michigan
When the quiet song hums
in the parenthesis of my pelvis,
I can feel that lake breeze rolling,
spitting sand at my knee backs.
I can feel a woman inside me.
I examine the lines of my palms,
along my ribs, and lips.
I don’t know if I sowed her seed
or if she sprang up of her own accord…
END
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Luminaries
EVENTS
Diagnosis and Prognosis
William D. Johnston, president, director, and chairman of Greenleaf
Companies, gave a lecture, “The Financial Crisis: Its Historical Context
and Implications for the Future,” in a packed Dewing Hall on the
Kalamazoo College campus last spring. Johnston heads a group of
companies that employ 1,000 people in Southwest Michigan, specializing in wealth management, estate and benefits administration, real
estate and commercial properties management, and venture capital
investments. He began his career in education (teaching and administration) before joining a national brokerage firm in the mid-1980s. He
started his first Greenleaf Company
in 1991. Johnston chairs or is a
member of the boards of many
prestigious companies and foundations. He earned a B.A. and M.A.
from Western Michigan University
and is a member of its board
of trustees. His appearance at
Kalamazoo College was sponsored
by the Office of the Provost, the
Business Guild, the Economics
William D. Johnson
Ryan Kieda
Amber Peden
and Business Department, and the
Economics and Business Club.
Senior Leaders
T hirty-three students received the 2009 Leadership Recognition
Award. Words like “independent” and “entrepreneurial” and combinations such as “serving others,” “outstanding work ethic,” “well
Spectacular Spectroscopy
organized,” “self-starter,” “brings great joy to all,” and “leads without
Two students who worked in the lab of Professor of Chemistry
always being the leader” were used by nominators to describe these
Jeff Bartz presented scientific posters at the 56th Annual Western
young men and women. They are team captains, organization officers,
Spectroscopy Association Conference at Asilomar Conference Center in
volunteers, creators—people who see what everyone else may see,
Pacific Grove, Calif. Amber Peden ’11 presented her summer research
but who think—and act—originally. The students, their parents and
in a poster titled “Velocity Distribution on the Photodissociation
nominators, and various College dignitaries were feted at a banquet that
of CpNiNO.” Ryan Kieda ’09 presented his SIP work in a poster
resulted in some pleasant connections. Senior Sarah Arnosky received
titled “Vector Correlation in the 225-nm Photodissociation of Cobalt
her award from Rosemary Brown. Rosemary’s daughter Janine is a
Tricarbonyl Nitrosyl.” Bartz presented the poster of a third student,
friend of Sarah’s father Steve. Small world! Rosemary Brown is a trustee
Kelsey Breck ’10, who was studying abroad in Thailand during the
emerita and generous benefactor of Kalamazoo College. Sarah Arnosky
conference. Her poster was titled “Energy Disposal Into NO From the
was a three-year captain of the women’s soccer team, past president of the
355nm Photodissociation of Methyl Nitrite.”
Athletic Leadership Council, and a biology department teaching assistant.
She was nominated for her award by five nominators in three divisions of
the College!

STUDENTS

L U M I N A R I E S

Poster Science
Rebecca Agboruche ’09 (chemistry) and James Nast ’09 (biology)
presented posters based on their SIP research last April at the Annual
International Meeting of the American Society for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology (ASBMB) in New Orleans. Associate Professor
of Chemistry Regina Stevens-Truss and Andrew Carroll ’09 also
attended the meeting. “It is important to give our young scholars an
idea of what life as a research scientist will be like,” says Stevens-Truss.
The three seniors had a chance to interact with scientists from all
over the world at all levels of scientific development, undergraduate to
seasoned investigator. The spring 2009 trip to New Orleans continues
a tradition Stevens-Truss began in spring 2008 in San Diego. She
hopes to continue the practice and has initiated an Undergraduate
Affiliate Network (UAN) of the ASBMB at Kalamazoo College. In
addition to being the faculty advisor to the new UAN group, StevensTruss serves as one of 12 appointed members of the ASBMB-Minority

Senior Leaders
Pictured are (l-r): front row—Hannah Masuga, Emily
Richardson-Rossbach, Aidis Tuxhari, Nina Young;
second row—Truc Phuong Vo, Alison Trump, Holly
Anderson, Christine Widmayer, Melissa Burnette,
Justine Dolorfino, third row—Danielle Miller,
Sabrina Jordan, Dia Kirby, Kristie McAlpine, Juli
Scalf, Sarah Arnosky, Rob Foley, Emily Ackerman,
Vincent Ricciardi; fourth row—Stephanie Jones,
Joel Greenblatt, Nicole Baker, Morgan Locsei, Derek
Gianino; fifth row—Kira Dow, Molly Sass; sixth
row—Andrew Tyner, Jerrod Howlett, Thomas Nelson,
Aaron Coleman, and Joseph Boss. Not pictured are
Clifton Ballard and Nathania Dallas.

Heather Myers, Karyn Boatwright, and Sara Nestor

James Nast
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Rebecca Agboruche

AWP Poster
Heather Myers, Sara Nestor, and Professor of Psychology Karyn
Boatwright presented a poster on behalf of the Stephanie Vibbert
Women’s Leadership center at the national conference of the Association
of Women in Psychology in Newport, Rhode Island. The title of the poster
was “College Women’s Conceptualization of Effective Leadership; Changes
Over a 4-year Liberal Arts Education.” Other students on the research team
that worked on this project included Rachel Brainerd, Kristie McAlpine,
Kelly Bauer, Leigh Ann Ulrey, and Andrea Pothoff. Kalamazoo College
participation was prevalent in a second presentation at the conference:
“Gender differences in students’ preference for feminist pedagogical
strategies.” Participants included senior Monica Kim, admissions
counselor Emily Yeagley, psychology instructor Julie Davis, and “K”
intern Amy Cavanaugh.

Erin Streyle (center)

Affairs Committee. She also serves as a judge for the Undergraduate
Students’ Poster Competition at the annual meetings. Funding for the
New Orleans trip was provided by the Kalamazoo College Howard
Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) grant, which supported the student
attendees; and the Alan and Elaine Goff Hutchcroft ’63 Endowed
Faculty Development Fund, which supported Stevens-Truss.
Newberry Fellow
Political science major Hussain Turk ’10 was awarded a Newberry
Library Fellowship to attend that organization’s workshop on race and
ethnicity.
Committed to Service
Erin Streyle ’09 was one of 20 students to receive a Michigan
Campus Compact (MCC) Commitment to Service Award. MCC uses
the award to honor students from member colleges and universities
across the state for their outstanding commitment to service learning
and civic engagement. Steyle was honored at an April awards brunch in
East Lansing, Michigan.
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Datatel Scholar
Congratulations to Catherine Mocny ’10 who is among 185 students
nationwide who will receive Datatel Scholars Foundation scholarships
for the 2009-2010 academic year. Catherine, a chemistry major from
Allegan, Michigan, will receive $2,400 that she may use for tuition,
fees, and other education-related expenses. Since its establishment in
1990, the Datatel Scholars Foundation has awarded nearly $6 million
in scholarships to nearly 4,000 students attending Datatel client institutions in North America.

Full Circle
In June, Professor Emeritus of German Hardy Fuchs ’65 attended
the College’s International Host Program picnic, an event which
gives faculty and staff who, like Hardy, serve as hosts to international
students a chance to say farewell. In a happy coincidence, two former

International “Hostees”

Zeitlin ’12, Megan Korc ’09, Anna Law ’11, Jacque Garrison ’12,
Sandrine Zilikana ’12; back row—Courtney Nartker ’12, Colleen
Leonard ’12, Kim Marble ’10, Cory Graves ’09, Larisa Grinvalds
’11, Bobby Ireland ’96, and Mary Helen Diegel ’97.

Happy in Harmony
Chemistry major and Heyl Scholar Nick Roe ’10 (photo right, with
pennant) unwinds unlike most of his peers. He spends hours rehearsing
and performing with the Kalamazoo Barbershop Chorus. He’s one of
the younger members. In April, when this photo was taken, the chorus
competed at the Pioneer District Spring Convention of the Society for
the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in
America, Inc.—a.k.a. the Barbershop Harmony Society.

The Hornet volleyball team in China

Cold Night, Warm Visit

international students for whom Hardy served as host were visiting
campus at the same time. They also attended the picnic, which means
Hardy was pictured with three of his international “hostees.” Perhaps,
more accurately, the photo shows FOUR “K” international students
(l-r): Oscar Silva, Oaxaca, Mexico, 2006-07; Camilo Cruz, Quito,
Ecuador, 2008-09; Hardy Fuchs, Bonn, Germany, 1964-65; and
Camilo Zambrano, Quito, Ecuador, 2005-06.

Prague, Czech Republic, with his parents Sandy and Tony. Kevin joined
his parents for travel to Vienna and Prague after they had visited him in
Budapest, Hungary, where he spent six months on study abroad.

China Digs
A summer trip to China provided an opportunity for the Hornet
Volleyball team to train and compete against some tough Chinese
teams. The team worked hard and improved significantly and cultivated
a few “K” connections as well (see photo) including Mary Helen Diegel
’97, who traveled with the team as an assistant coach; Bobby Ireland
’96, who hosted the team for dinner at the South Beauty restaurant at
the Grand Mall in Pudong, a district of Shanghai; and Kim Juwong ’07,
who visited the team in Beijing. Pictured are (l-r): front row—Coach
Jeanne Hess and Athletic Director Kristen Smith; middle row—Carly

Chief Judge
Gerald E. Rosen ’73 was promoted to Chief U.S. District Judge for
Eastern Michigan. He was appointed to the federal bench in Detroit in
1990 by President George H.W. Bush. In his new appointment he replaces
Bernard Friedman, and in the position of chief judge Rosen presides over a
$25 million annual budget and some 400 employees who staff courthouses
in Ann Arbor, Bay City, Detroit, Flint, and Port Huron. The district has 21
judges and eight magistrates. The investiture of Rosen as Chief Judge of the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan took place
on January 15, 2009. Excerpts of Rosen’s remarks are reprinted at right.

Kevin Dugal ’10 (center) enjoys New Year’s Eve in Old Town Square,
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Remarks by Gerald E. Rosen at his
investiture as Chief Judge of the United
States District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan

The Dugal family

Bernard Friedman and Gerald Rosen

“… in this season of transition and change, I thought it appropriate
to share with you some thoughts about the Federal Judiciary and
its unique place in our tripartite system of government. Alexander
Hamilton called the Federal Judiciary ‘the least dangerous branch
of government,’ since it had neither the power of arms nor the
power of the purse. Rather, he continued, the Judiciary merely
had ‘judgment’—and would have to rely upon the soundness of its
judgment to gain the support of the people.
“In the centuries since Hamilton expressed this view, I think
most Americans would agree that, with a few exceptions perhaps, the
Federal Judiciary has proven the accuracy of his observations and that,
by its collective judgment, has earned the support and respect of most
of our citizens.
“But I would suggest an additional reason why the Federal
Judiciary holds its position of relatively high standing among
Americans. That is because of the unique role our Constitution
assigns the Judicial Branch in our governmental structure. The
Constitution grants the Judiciary a remarkable degree of independence

and with this, shelter from the harsh and shifting political winds of
the day. In return, the Constitution expects that we in the Judicial
Branch will hold ourselves removed from politics and the vicissitudes
and passions of political life.
“As a result, the Judiciary has evolved a unique ethos, reflected
in solemnly followed traditions and rules, that permits its members
to perform our Constitutional responsibilities with a minimum of
friction and rancor—and, indeed, by and large, with a healthy respect
and good will. Now, I do not mean to imply that we live a completely
sublime existence, free of all disagreement and discord among our
small band of brothers and sisters—this would hardly be possible
given the strong-minded men and women who inhabit our Branch—
but only that the constraints of our Constitutional role and our
traditions tend over time to knock some of the sharp edges off of most
of us, and usually keep us working together in relative harmony.
“So, moving from these very broad themes to their specific
application in today’s proceedings, the transition we observe today
is one typical of our world. Unlike the transition taking place in
Washington next week, no one here voted for change. Rather,
I succeed Chief Judge Friedman by virtue of a tradition—now
embedded in law—that the most senior Judge in active service will
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succeed a departing Chief Judge.
“I suppose this may strike some as undemocratic (small “d”!)—and
I certainly understand that view because I am a strong believer in our
American democracy, and indeed in the two political branches of our
Government that result from its practice. But for those of us in the Judicial
Branch, this system works well. There are no campaigns, no negative ads
or personality-based attacks—at least none that I’ve been aware of—and
no promises of benefit or advantage to anyone. And, perhaps best of all, no
fund raising.
“Now, this certainly does not mean that the Chief Judge of our Court
can preside here as some sort of omnipotent potentate, oblivious to the
differences among our colleagues of background or ideology. In fact, as I
was preparing these thoughts, I was struck by an interesting characteristic
of our Court: Of the 22 of us now in active or senior service, 11 have been
appointed by Democratic Presidents and 11 by Republican Presidents. I
have a shrewd suspicion, however, that with two vacancies on our Bench
and the recent political reconstruction in Washington, this happy equilibrium will change fairly soon. But what I do not think will change is our
culture because the Judiciary as an institution tends to mold the men and
women who serve it, rather than the other way around.
“So, my task as Chief Judge is a relatively straight-forward one and
the same as those wise and effective Chiefs who have come before me:
Wherever possible, stay out of everyone’s way, and help keep us all working
together in harmony to serve the people of this large and very diverse
District, remembering always that although we are not directly answerable
to the people through their vote, we are responsible to them through our
assigned Constitutional role.
“I take up this assignment today with enthusiasm and hope, and look
very much forward to working with my colleagues and our entire Court
family in continuing the tradition of service rendered so well and faithfully
by Chief Judge Friedman and my other predecessors, and indeed this
great Court.
“Finally, I think I would disappoint many of you—particularly
my Churchill Society friends—if I did not conclude with a bit of wit and
wisdom from that great man. I can’t help but note that we gather in the
glow of this celebration in the shadow of some historic challenges and
uncertainties about the future, particularly for those of us in this region in
which so many of our fellow citizens are suffering real economic pain and
dislocation, and the fear that comes with this. [My wife] Laurie always tells
me that I am an incurable optimist and that, no matter what the storms
outside, it’s always 78 and sunny in my world. And I suppose that’s true; I
am an optimist, and I embrace Sir Winston’s astute observation that while
‘a pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity, an optimist sees the
opportunity in every difficulty.’ So, I have full confidence in the resourcefulness, resilience, energy and spirit of the people of our City and our State, and
believe that we will ultimately emerge from this dark shadow of time, and
I thought I would close with this bit of Churchillian advice from an even
darker period in history: ‘If you are going through hell, just keep going.’
“Thank you all for sharing this day with me and my family.”

Alumna U.S. Ambassador
On August 21, Martha (Larzelere) Campbell ’72 was sworn in as
Ambassador to the Republic of the Marshall Islands, serving as the highest
ranking diplomat at the U.S. Embassy there. Campbell has been a career
member of the Department of State’s Foreign Service for 29 years. During
that time she has served as Management Officer at U.S. Embassies in The
Hague, Stockholm, Budapest, Majuro (capital of the Marshall Islands),
and Paramaribo (Suriname). She was also a consular officer in Rotterdam
and Chief of the Political/Economic Section during a second tour in
Paramaribo. In Washington, Campbell served previously in the Executive
Office of the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs in two roles: as a
Special Assistant to the Under Secretary for Management and as a Career
Development Officer. The Marshall Islands (29 low-lying coral atolls and
five single islands) are 70 square miles of land scattered over 750,000
square miles of the Western Pacific Ocean (just west of the International
Dateline and just north of the Equator). Its population is an estimated

Martha Campbell

E. Turner and Kay (Seaman) Lewis

53,000, most of whom live in Majuro and two other cities, Ebeye and
Jaluit. In 1987, shortly after the United States signed the Compact of Free
Association with the Republic, Campbell opened the Office of the U.S.
Representative in Majuro. Prior to the ambassadorship, Campbell served
as the Dean of the School of Professional and Area Studies at the Foreign
Service Institute (Arlington, Va.), where she trained State Department and
interagency employees in support of foreign policy priorities around the
world.

A Commitment to Excellent Faculty
K ay Seaman Lewis ’65 and E. Turner Lewis ’63 have created an
endowment to support faculty development, which, in turn, will help
the College attract and retain the best and brightest professors. “We
want to help keep ‘K’ an elite institution,” said Turner. “It doesn’t
matter what’s done with the money as long as it provides faculty with
opportunities they otherwise might not have,” added Kay. According to
Provost Mickey McDonald, the endowment income will be applied in
three areas: establishment of young faculty in their disciplines; sharing
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of scholarly work; and development of new curricula and pedagogy. The
funds also will allow faculty to travel abroad to present papers, augment
research facilities, and purchase much needed supplies. “It’s massive
what this will mean for us,” said Associate Professor of Philosophy
Chris Latiolais. The Turners hope to see the endowment grow through
their own additional donations and those of other alumni. “Their
willingness to give to ensure a strong and exceptional faculty is an
incredible testament to their commitment to ‘K’,” said McDonald.
“I’m extremely grateful to them and to all alumni that give back to the
institution.”
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three-hour anniversary peal to talk to onlookers who were attracted
by local media coverage. Stetson Chapel’s bells are the only bells
hung for change ringing in Michigan, and there are only 45 similar
sets of bells nationwide. More than 100 “K” students learned to ring
changes on handbells before the tower bells were installed, and dozens
more students, faculty, and area residents have become members of
the Kalamazoo College Guild of Change Ringers during the past 25
years. For more information on change ringing at Kalamazoo College,
see www.kzoo.edu/ringers. Peal band members pictured include
(l-r): front row—Britt Hartenberger ’95, Rob Kakuk, Kit Almy ’89;
middle row—Tom Farthing ’83, Margaret Miller, Paul Graupner, Russ
Hankey ’96; back row—Mark Rizzo ’84, and Jeff Smith.

Fulbright Scholars
Emily Ackerman ’09 received a Fulbright Scholarship and is
currently attending graduate school in Linz, Austria. At “K” she
majored in economics and business and earned a minor in German,

Bell Ringers

Banner Travel

and it was only a few short months ago that she crossed the stage on the
Quad to receive her bachelor’s degree. She studied abroad in Erlangen,
Germany, and was a high school exchange student in Switzerland.
Fulbright scholars are chosen for their academic merit and leadership
potential, and study in 155 countries worldwide. Ackerman was one
of seven “K” Fulbright scholars this year. The other six (and Fulbright
location): Aaron Coleman (Spain), Julia Anderle de Sylor (Germany),
Andrew Lukas (Lithuania), Sarah Manky (Germany), Ross Fletcher
(Germany), and Sarah Nicholus ’08 (Brazil).

Silver Peal
On May 31, 2009, a band of eight change ringers, including five
Kalamazoo College alumni, rang a peal of “Double Norwich Court
Bob Major” to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the
bells in Stetson Chapel. The bells were acquired as a 150th birthday
present to the College and were originally dedicated on June 2, 1984.
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics Jeff Smith, who introduced English
change ringing to Kalamazoo College in 1977, was on hand during the

Where’s Waldo?

No…Where’s the Guild Banner? Samantha Weaver ’08 (photo above,
second from right) was awarded the Sustainability Guild banner because
of her fine work on behalf of that Guild in her senior year. Banners for
each of the other Guilds (Business, Health, and Justice and Peace) were
likewise presented to graduating seniors and thus spread throughout the
country. Those seniors (now alumni) sign their banner and pass it along
to another Guild member who then does the same, with the process
repeating until the well-traveled banner returns during a campus Guild or
social event, after which it starts a new journey. The peripatetic banners
are a fun way to measure the geographic and population growth of the
College’s charter Guilds. The idea was the brainchild of Dan Blustein
’06, and Guild banners currently reside in Boston (Sustainability), San
Francisco (Business), Washington, D.C. ( Justice and Peace), and Chicago
(Health). Pictured at the passing of the Sustainability Guild banner are
(l-r): Blustein, President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, E. Turner Lewis
’63, Weaver, and Don Hafner ’66.
END
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Freedom
Fighter
1

2

3

4

T he story began quietly enough on a mild summer morning four years ago, when Wade Thomson
’98 walked into his office and checked his e-mail.
You have one unread message.
Sitting at his work-cluttered desk on the 46th floor of a Chicago high-rise, the youthful attorney
was soon eyeballing an urgent request from a nonprofit advocacy organization known as the
National Immigration Justice Center (NIJC).
The message from the NIJC was brief but compelling.
Kisuule Magala Katende is a Ugandan radio journalist who was allegedly imprisoned
and tortured for reporting on political repression in that country. He is now seeking asylum
in the United States and needs legal assistance in preparing his immigration case. . . .
For Thomson, a former Kalamazoo College English major who became a lawyer
partly because he “wanted to work on freedom-of-speech and other media-related
issues,” there was no hesitation in taking on the Katende asylum case.
“I knew I wanted to help,” says the 33-year-old. “Here was a reporter who’d had
the courage and integrity to stand up to a repressive regime—and who’d paid dearly for
it, not only with imprisonment and torture but also with separation from his wife and
small children, who were still living in Uganda and unable to leave.
“For me, representing Mr. Katende [pro bono] was an opportunity to help defend
freedom of the press and help a deserving man escape persecution. And it became a
chance to befriend a remarkable human being.”
And so began a year-long legal project in which the hard-charging Thomson (a former captain

of the 1997 Hornet football team) helped
his new Ugandan friend [See sidebar page
25] win political asylum in the U.S.
“The first thing I did was to sit down
with Mr. Katende and listen to his story
from beginning to end,” says Thomson,
“and I soon realized that he had
a powerful case. For one thing,
there was credible evidence to
show that he’d been repeatedly
imprisoned and tortured for his
honest reporting on the Ugandan
presidential election.
“The arrests and the beatings
were bad enough. But as we were
preparing for his asylum interview
at the U.S. Department of
Immigration and Nationalization,
Kisuule received a letter in which
the Ugandan president charged him with
sedition.

“This is why
I went to law
school–so
that I could
work on
cases like
this one.”

F R E E D O M

“According to the government, Mr.
Katende’s reporting on the upcoming
presidential election in Uganda was an act
of treason, and the letter clearly suggested
that he would face stern reprisals if he ever
returned to his homeland. After taking a
look at the letter, I thought, ‘Wow!’ and I
remember telling Mr. Katende: ‘They just
made our asylum case.’
“I mean, a letter from a president
charging a journalist with sedition for his
broadcasts: that’s the strongest case you’re
ever gonna get!”
As an assistant law review editor and
magna cum laude graduate of the University
of Illinois College of Law (2003), Thomson
had little difficulty in preparing a strong,
persuasive asylum case for his Ugandan
client. But as frequently happens in
political asylum cases, he also found himself
performing some extra-legal chores for his
new friend.
Example: After their first meeting
at the downtown offices of Thomson’s
blue-chip law firm, Jenner & Block, when
the lawyer asked the struggling Katende how
he was going to get home to his temporary
apartment in the southside of Chicago, Mr.
Katende informed Thomson that he had
walked more than six miles across the city to
attend their meeting.
After providing the cash-strapped
journalist with bus fare and instructions on
how to catch one, Thomson would go on to
help him with occasional housing problems
and other personal issues. In addition,
Thomson spent a great deal of time trying to
soothe his client’s growing anxiety about the
family he’d left behind in Kampala.
“It was a continuing struggle,” says
Thomson today, “but we hung on through
the asylum interview and it seemed to go
pretty well. And then one afternoon in May
of 2006, while I was attending a bachelor
party for my old ‘K’ College roommate [Brian
Ellison ’98], I got an e-mail from Kisuule
that made my day.
“It began with three words I’ll never
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1 Wade Thomson in his office at Jenner & Block, LLP
2 A study abroad connection that endured long after study abroad: Wade Thomson (right) and
his beloved professor, Jose Vidal Bernabeau, in the latter’s home in Valencia, 2004
3 Captain of the Hornet football team, 1997
4 Thomson accepts the Albert E. Jenner Pro Bono Award in 2007
5 Thomson (left) with former “K” roommates Matt Norcross ’98 (center) and Brian Ellison ’98
during a January 2009 ski trip

forget: ‘We got it!’”
Thomson was “thrilled” and “relieved” when Katende was awarded U.S. citizenship. And he
felt the same way two years later, after he successfully gained the asylum of the reporter’s family
from the troubled East African country.
“I was at O’Hare Airport when they arrived from Kampala,” he says. “I took photos and
hugged everybody, and it was just such an emotional moment that I felt very humbled.
“Kisuule was holding a bunch of flowers for his wife, and we stood there in the arrival terminal
and watched her and the children running toward us. I remember feeling very fortunate, very
privileged that I’d been allowed to work on that case. And I remember thinking: This is why I went
to law school—so that I could work on cases like this one.”
		
Enjoying an “Endless Variety” Of Cases
For the upbeat and indefatigable Thomson, working 12 hours a day (and often on weekends)
is all about “enjoying the challenges of complexity, and also enjoying the continuing chess match
that is the law.” His cases range from “defamation defense for major media entities,” including
national news agencies and broadcasters, to “large and complex commercial matters sometimes
involving billions of dollars,” to a recent pro bono case in which he helped an asylum-seeking Haitian
journalist “move all his stuff in cardboard boxes to a new apartment.”
Some of his stories of legal battles sound as if they could have jumped straight from the pages
of lawyer-author John Grisham. These include: taking on an 11th-hour legal struggle to save an
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Indiana death-row inmate from execution, in which a team of attorneys (including Thomson)
obtained a last-minute clemency from the governor; representing a journalist-professor who
sought—under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act—photos of the coffins of U.S. soldiers killed in
combat; assisting in the representation of detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; defending the New
York Times, Associated Press, and Chicago Tribune against claims of defamation; and obtaining asylum
for a Guatemalan child who was a victim of abuse in her native country.
Thomson is quick to point out that not all his work would sound as glamorous, but he sees
a story to be told in almost every lawsuit “because, at their core, lawsuits involve people, and
oftentimes very significant moments in peoples’ lives.” He says this same outlook was what
intrigued him about journalism. “No matter whom you interview, the subject matter is likely very
important to that person,” and you need to appreciate that fact, not only to find the work interesting
but also to comprehend the situation well enough to tell a story about it, or in the law, advocate
about it.”
The tireless advocate was recently named a recipient of the prestigious Albert E. Jenner, Jr. Pro
Bono Award as well as Illinois Pro Bono attorney of the month for his work on several no-fee cases:
“As a lawyer, I really feel fortunate to have so much variety in what I do. It’s an ideal mix in which
you have to keep learning new stuff all the time. I really enjoy taking on steep learning curves, and
that’s what practicing law is all about.”

“The liberal
arts are
all about
learning as
a way of life.
And so is the
practice of
law.”

Liberal Arts Fan
Thomson arrived on the Kalamazoo campus in the fall of 1994. An outstanding athlete in high
school, he soon became a record-setting pass catcher on the football team. He was named team captain
his senior year and still revels in a major upset (final score: 21-20) of powerhouse Wheaton College that
he helped engineer in the fall of 1997.
The English major was deeply interested in the news media and decided early on that he needed to
work on his writing skills in college if he hoped to achieve his dream of someday becoming a journalist,
which he saw as an important profession in a just society.
Thomson says he got a “strong dose of reality” from Writer-in-Residence Diane Seuss, after he
signed up to take her creative writing course and handed in “a highly pretentious piece of self-absorbed
fiction in which the narrator just sat around looking at his shadow—that kinda contrived stuff.
“Well,” he adds, “Professor Seuss sat down with me to talk about that piece. She told me flat-out:
‘This is B.S.! You need to go back and start again.’”
Remembering that moment, Thomson chortles out loud. “Believe it or not, I was grateful to her for
being so honest with me, and I’m still grateful to her today. She’s a terrific teacher—very honest and real
with all of her students—and what I liked most about her approach was that she was willing to take the
time to get into your head in order to help you better express what you really wanted to.”
Thomson spent his “study abroad” semester in Madrid, where he read Hemingway often (and
renewed his vow to become a journalist) and became close friends with Jose Vidal Bernabeau, a professor
of literature. After graduating, Thomson visited Vidal on numerous occasions in Spain and helped take
care of him for several weeks after Vidal had heart surgery. “He was a constant teacher, and was like a
grandfather to me. His lust for life and learning was contagious.”
After his junior year, Thomson spent his summer internship as a reporter in the Kalamazoo Gazette
city room. “I wrote a hundred different stories there, and I learned the value of coffee when I had to
come in early and call police stations to find out what happened the previous night.
“That was a terrific experience for an aspiring journalist, because it required me to cover everything
from city council meetings to a huge bus crash in which I was nearly subpoenaed by an attorney who
wanted to look at my reporting notes.”

Thomson spent parts of his first two
post-undergraduate years living in Central
America, doing occasional freelance reporting
and human-rights work, before deciding that
he needed a law degree, even though he was
uncertain whether he’d work as an attorney
or return to journalism. Once enrolled at the
University of Illinois College of Law, however,
he discovered that practicing law was also a
“wonderfully challenging” way to engage his
hyperactive brain.
“What I like most about my job is the
way it keeps forcing me to learn all the time.
I’m still a huge fan of the traditional liberal
arts education, which strikes me as the
perfect preparation for a career in law as well
as other professions. The liberal arts are all
about learning as a way of life. And so is the
practice of law.”

Continued on page 25
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Continued from page 24

“...To do the
best reporting I can...”
His name is Kisuule Magala Katende. He had been a reporter
for Radio Simba in Uganda’s capital city, Kampala. And he can tell
you a great deal about the importance, and the costs, of freedom
of the press.
Five years ago, because he continued to report the unvarnished truth about government repression in the East African
country of about 31 million, Katende found himself shivering in a
freezing-cold jail cell, after he and his wife had endured a brutal
beating in their own home.
“For reporting the facts about abuses of power in my
country,” he says, “I was arrested seven different times in nine
years. The last time they took me away, they left my wife bleeding
in our house. They put me in a room that was burning-hot at
times, then freezing-cold. And they put too much light into the
room; it affected my eyes. They filled the whole area with water,
and at times I thought I might drown.
“Even today, I am sometimes afraid to take a shower because
of the treatment I received as a prisoner in my own country.”
Kisuule Katende reunites with his wife at O’Hare Airport
Released after several weeks of torture, Katende was soon
“tipped off” by a member of the Ugandan security forces that he was about to be arrested again. He fled to the U.S.,
but was forced to endure the anguish of leaving his wife and children behind. He settled in Chicago as a temporary
resident in the summer of 2005, and it was there that friends advised him to seek help in gaining political asylum
from the nonprofit National Immigration Justice Center (NIJC). The Center quickly contacted attorney Wade
Thomson, a specialist in media law who serves on the NIJC leadership council. He eventually succeeded in winning
political asylum for both the struggling journalist and his terrified family.
Today a successful producer/reporter on African affairs for Chicago Public Radio, Katende says he owes a
great deal to the pro bono lawyer who first helped him to settle permanently in this country and then helped him to
reunite with his family.
“I don’t know where to start,” says Katende when asked to describe the legal battle the former Kalamazoo
College English major waged on his behalf. “He did a wonderful job, that’s all.
“Wade understood the legal issues involved, and he understood what it would take for me to gain asylum and
bring my family to America. During that time, I saw how passionate he was about freedom of the press. And it was
that dedication which has allowed me to continue my reporting on Africa and Uganda from the United States, as a
news producer for Chicago Public Radio.
“The best way I can try to repay Wade Thomson and the Justice Center for their help is to do the best reporting
I can—and especially on issues involving Africa!”
END
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Out of Africa
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3

Drop by the internationally renowned African Studies collection on the fifth floor of the University
Library at Northwestern University these days, and you may think you’ve wandered into a busy
street market in Nairobi or Kampala or Johannesburg.
You may find African-made T-shirts, brightly colored khanga cloths, and huge posters that
proclaim in triumphant Swahili: Mabadiliko ya kuaminia! (“Change you can believe in!”).
Or you may go eyeball to eyeball with a bottle or two of Nairobi-brewed “President Obama
Beer”—a “special edition lager” that was hand-crafted in Kenya for discerning drinkers who “know
they can make a difference!”
Welcome to Africa Embraces Obama, a new exhibition (and the brainchild of David Easterbrook
’69) that contains the largest U.S. collection of Barack Obama-related artifacts from Africa. The
comprehensive collection that included more than 300 items from 24 countries (everything from
Tanzanian Obama bumper stickers to CDs that feature “Queen Babito” from Nairobi belting out
a Kenyan rock-n-roll version of “Yes, We Can!”) was on display from November 2008 through
February 2009. Smaller, rotating exhibits continue throughout the year, and a second comprehensive exhibition—with more items than the first—will occur in spring 2010.
The longtime curator of the Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies at Northwestern,
Easterbrook is one of the world’s most knowledgeable experts on the world of contemporary African
culture. He’s also a passionate collector, these days, of objects and art works which show how
African countries are responding to the election of Barack Obama. (The President’s father, now
deceased, was a Kenyan economist.)
For the 62-year-old Easterbrook, who’s been running the world’s largest collection of Africana

4

5

for the past 18 years at Northwestern, the
newly opened Africa Embraces Obama show
was “a labor of love” that has been challenging (to the max) his skills as a curator
since he began working on it in late 2007.
“Whenever I go back to Africa, I’m
amazed by the excitement that people
feel over Barack Obama’s election to the
presidency in this country,” says the former
Kalamazoo College history major. “If you
hail a cab in Nairobi these days, the first
thing the cabbie will ask you is where
you’re from.
“And if you say ‘Chicago,’ the cab
driver will usually cut you off with a joyful
shout of pleasure, as if they expect—or
hope—you might have some connection
with Obama! The interest in him is just
phenomenal, all over Africa, and soon after
he announced his candidacy for president
[in February of 2007], I realized that I

o u t

wanted to begin collecting African artifacts
that would show how he’s perceived in that
part of the world.
“For the past couple of years, Obama
has been front-page news all across the
continent, and so I started collecting
everything I could get my hands on that
would illustrate this intense interest in
him. I was able to exchange with people
in Africa the Obama collectibles I acquired
here—campaign buttons, T-shirts, election
and inauguration editions of the Chicago
Tribune and New York Times, for example—
for items from countries all across the
continent.
“Now we’ve got new items coming in
almost every day.
“There’s no doubt that the election
of Barack Obama was a huge milestone
for millions of Africans all across the
continent,” says Easterbrook, who has
advanced degrees in both Library Science
and African Studies. “Our job here at the
library is to try and capture as much of
that African response to Obama as we can,
so that these materials will be available to
both international scholars and our local
community in Chicago far into the future.”
Managing The Largest
Collection Of Africana In
The World
Easterbrook arrived on the campus of
Kalamazoo College from his native Buffalo,
New York, in the fall of 1965. Within a few
weeks of his arrival, he says, he ran into
“a bit of good luck” that changed his life
forever.
It happened “right in the first quarter,”
recalls a nostalgic Easterbrook, “after
I signed up for the basic ‘Western Civ’
course and learned that the professor
who would normally have taught that
course was on an academic leave that year.
As a result, a history professor named
John Peterson ’54 [who, coincidentally,
earned his Ph.D. in African history from
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“...evokes
the
importance
of portraiture
in everyday
African
life...”
6

1 David Easterbrook (right) and his partner, Richard Bough, at the Hector Peterson Memorial
in Soweto, South Africa last June. Peterson, who was 12 years old, was the first to die as a
result of the police response to the Soweto Youth Uprising on June 16, 1976.
2 Easterbrook works with Mary Barendse (Clarke’s Bookshop, Cape Town) to pack Obama
materials he collected in South Africa.
3, 4, 5, 6 David Easterbrook ’69 and some items he’s collected for the Africa Embraces Obama
exhibit at the Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies at Northwestern University.

Northwestern] was assigned to teach the course. And fortunately for me, Dr. Peterson liked to
digress during class. He’d spent some years teaching in Africa, as it turned out—and he loved to
talk about his experiences there.
“After a while, I found that I was becoming more and more interested in African history and
culture, thanks to the excitement and the passion that Peterson felt about it.
I remember going to his home more than once with some other students and
listening to music that he’d brought back from his travels in Africa.
“After that, I was hooked—and when I got to my junior year and it was
time for my foreign study, I chose Nairobi. I went to Kenya and lived in a
dorm with students at the University of Nairobi. That was 1967, remember,
during a period when many African countries had just gained their independence, and when the civil rights movement was really taking off in the
United States.
“So it was a very exciting time to be living for several months in East
Africa, and to be interacting with these Nairobi college students and professors, seven days a week.”
Inspired by the local culture and by African university professors such as the now-celebrated
Kenyan novelist Ngugi wa Thiong’o, who taught Easterbrook in a course in African literature, the
youthful “K” College student soon decided that he wanted to return to East Africa after graduation.
Accepted into the Peace Corps in 1969, he wound up being posted to a rural village outside Nairobi,
where he taught in a boarding school and was the only English-speaking westerner on the scene
during his entire two-year stint as a Peace Corps Volunteer.

“Fortunately
for me, Dr.
Peterson liked
to digress
during class.”
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By the time Easterbrook’s Kenyan adventure finally ended in 1971, he was fully committed to
a dual academic career in which he would focus on both library science and African studies. After
earning master’s degrees in both disciplines, he signed on in the early 1970s for the first of what
would be several administrative posts at major university libraries (including Indiana University
and the University of Illinois at Chicago) in the Midwest.
He became the director of the African studies library at Northwestern, and during his nearly
20 years of managing the vast collection, he has presided over its steady growth while also implementing a series of computer-based storage and retrieval systems that have made the library a
national leader in digital management of African research materials gathered from all around
the world.
The Herskovits holdings include nearly 400,000 volumes on every aspect of African history
and culture along with 3,000 journals dedicated to reporting on the planet’s second-largest
continent (after Asia). The collection also has more than 15,000 books written in 300 different
African languages over the past three centuries.
In addition to these resources, visitors to the Herskovits can browse through thousands
of videos, posters, archives, manuscripts and other artifacts—all of which long ago helped to
establish the Northwestern University facility as one of the great world centers of research on
subjects related to African history, culture, and contemporary life.
Another well-known feature of the library is the amazing Winterton Collection of East African
Photographs—a treasure trove of more than 7,500 photos of daily life in Kenya and several other
countries between 1860 and 1960. Obtained by Easterbrook in 2002, the Winterton photos
offer viewers a priceless set of images from an older world of colonial Africa that no longer exists.
Easterbrook recently directed a grant-funded project that makes all but some 50 photos accessible
on the Internet at: http://repository.library.northwestern.edu/winterton/index.html.

Grooving With Kenge Kenge
Says Easterbrook: “If you travel around Africa as I have for many years and talk to people in
different countries, you soon discover that Barack Obama has achieved an almost mythical status
among millions of human beings.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re talking to
ordinary people on the streets of Soweto in
South Africa, or to government officials or
university professors in downtown Nairobi:
The fact is that Obama’s election to what is
probably the most important political office
in the world has caused a huge upswelling
of hope, and also of affection for the United
States, all across the African world.”
Ask Easterbrook for a good example
of the Obama mystique at work among
Africans, and he’ll quickly refer you to
a hugely popular Kenyan musical group
known as Kenge Kenge. (The word kenge,
which belongs to Kenya’s Luo tribal
language—the same language spoken by
Obama’s African ancestors—translates
roughly to “a fusion of small, exhilarating
instruments.”)
One of Kenge Kenge’s most popular
recent hits, contained in several CDs and
videos now available at the Herskovits,
is Obama For Change—a lilting folk song
performed by several musicians who
appear to be having a marvelous time as
they pound away at hand-crafted guitars,
flutes, drums, and other exhilarating
musical devices.
While the half-dozen musicians in the
Kenyan group sing and bang away happily
at their homemade instruments, the words
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A Northwestern University Library Exhibit

of Obama For Change are translated from
Luo into English at the bottom of the
screen:
We Kenge Kenge sing your praises, Obama….
As you campaign for the U.S. Presidency….
All countries of the world are searching for
leaders
Who bring good change to their people….
Bring us peace and unity in the world.
Obama it is your time….
You are our hope!

W hen David Easterbrook was traveling in Africa in 2007, virtually everyone he met
was talking about Barack Obama’s newly launched presidential bid. “The excitement was
palpable,” Easterbrook recalls. And since Easterbrook is the curator of the largest library
of Africana anywhere in the world, he decided that whether Obama should win or lose, he
couldn’t miss the chance to document the historic event—from Africa’s point of view. So
even before Obama’s nomination was official, Easterbrook began putting the word out to an
international network of scholars, students, and other African contacts about what he was
looking for.
Northwestern University Library is displaying an assortment of the remarkable objects
Easterbrook has received. There are more than a dozen CDs and DVDs that celebrate
Obama in musical genres from praise-song to rap, including one called “Obama Be Thy
Name” and another called “Jaluo in the House,” (“Jaluo” refers to the Kenyan ethnic group
from which Obama descends, and “the House” is 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue). There are
baseball caps and buttons, bumper stickers and rearview mirror ornaments, magazines and
newspapers, and scores of T-shirts, including a neon orange Tanzanian shirt with Obama’s
face on the front and the slogan “Change You Can Believe In” in Swahili on the back.
Some of Easterbrook’s personal favorites:
A hand-carved wooden Obama mask with traditional symbolic African elements.
A Northwestern anthropologist, Caroline Bledsoe, ran across the wood-carver’s stall in
Gambia, and not only sent Easterbrook the mask, but included a 15-minute interview she
conducted with the artist.
A bottle of “Special Edition” beer labeled “President Lager.” (The label is pasted on
upside-down, as though a little too much celebrating was already in progress.)
A T-shirt proclaiming “O” that pictures Obama’s face along with those of Kenyan
prime minister Raila Odinga and Kenyan football superstar Dennis Oliech.
A framed portrait of Obama’s face, painted on wood, purchased by English professor
Evan Mwangi from a street vendor in Nairobi, which Easterbrook says evokes the
importance of portraiture in everyday African life.
What comes across clearly is the exuberance and exhilaration with which African
nations have embraced Obama’s election. “It sends a message of hopefulness about the
possibility for change,” Easterbrook says, “a possibility many Africans want to see realized in
their own countries.”
Some of the items were originally displayed in connection with the election in
November. After BBC Radio interviewed Easterbrook about that exhibit, additional contributions came in from listeners who heard the interview in Africa. The exhibit has now been
updated and expanded, with new items arriving daily.
While libraries don’t typically collect pop culture artifacts, Easterbrook says they’re an
integral part of what Northwestern’s Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies has
always done. “Of course we document African history and culture at the scholarly level,” he
says, “but future scholars will want to see what was going on in Africa at the popular level.”
The library holds extensive ephemera from the 1950s and 1960s relating to African independence movements, and its collection documenting the life and work of Nelson Mandela
is so extensive that the Nelson Mandela Foundation requested some of its materials when
planning Mandela’s international 90th birthday celebration last summer.
END
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Far-Flung
Family
At night, and not so mild-mannered, Captain
“K” (aka Bobby Ireland) saves the game! …
and later (years) protects his secret identity
with a Clark Kent-like disguise.

It was getting late and Bobby Ireland ’96 was hungry. He had neither refrigerator nor car, but
“there are a slew of vendors in Shanghai,” he says. “I walked out of my building, took an immediate
left and there it was—anything from seafood to noodles. So I grabbed a couple of dishes. In
America, it would cost 10 or 12 bucks. Here, it was a dollar-fifty.”
OK, it’s just dinner. But even a seemingly mundane task like finding something to eat is an
adventure right now for the former psychology major, who grew up in St. Clair Shores, Mich.,
finished a master’s degree at Michigan State, then lived in Phoenix for six years before he moved to
China this spring to accept a new position with Honeywell International, a diversified technology
and manufacturing leader.
“Traveling abroad focuses on a different way of interacting,” says Ireland, who is in his tenth
year with Honeywell. “One of the important things about it is being able to put aside the paradigm
of the way we live in the United States; to be more patient and understanding of the way people live
in other cultures.
“Asking a lot of questions about how to do business and interacting, I think, builds
your credibility, instead of coming in and saying ‘we’re going to do things this way because
this is how we do it in the U.S.’”
Ireland, 34, has many fond memories of the way things were done back home,
especially during his four years as a Hornet football player. A defensive back, he specifically
recalls one of the Wooden Shoe showdowns against Hope in Holland, where members of
another one of Kalamazoo College’s teams snuck onto the field the night before the game
and painted a giant “K” at the 50 yard-line.
“It was raining, so you couldn’t see a lot of what they painted,” Ireland says. “The
athletic department tried to clear it off the field, but what they did was mash it into the mud. You
could actually see it a little better.”
The Hornets rubbed it in even more with a 28-16 victory the next day. “That was pretty sweet,”
he remembers.
Minor property damage aside, Ireland says one of the best parts about being a “K” athlete was
the close bond between members of different teams, especially the basketball and football players.
For instance, The Stinger Club.
A tradition for years, Hornet football players gathered before home basketball games and “went
cheerleader” on everyone, dressing up in orange and black, painting their faces and choosing—as

Bobby found out one particular year—a
lucky team member for the role of
“Captain K.”
There he was: wig, cape, tights,
hoisted to the top of a human football
player pyramid for the entire gymnasium
to see.
Since athletics had such an impact on
Bobby’s experience at “K,” he keeps tabs on
the Hornets every couple of weeks through
the school’s web site.
One day in May, shortly after he
arrived in China, he was surfing the
volleyball team’s page, and, just
then, the world got smaller.
“I noticed the volleyball team
was headed to Shanghai,” he says.
So Bobby e-mailed coach
Jeanne Hess and offered to play
host/tour guide. Three weeks later,
Hess, her players, and Athletic
Director Kristen Smith joined
Ireland at a restaurant overlooking The
Bund, a famous tourist district that runs
along the picturesque Huangpu River.
“We were on top of one of the
buildings overlooking the river and it was
gorgeous,” Smith says. “Most of the meals
we ate were family-style, meaning they
have these big dishes and they put them in
the middle, and you just dish up the things

“‘K’
is being
part of
a family.”
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that look appealing to you.”
Family-style is an apt metaphor for
Hornet athletics, a family connection that
stretches beyond fellow teammates and
includes other athletes and multiple generations. One of the people Bobby knew
was a Shanghai-based “K” grad, a Hornet
women’s tennis player, who introduced
him to all her connections a week before
she moved back to the States.
“When you go to Kalamazoo College,
being such a small school and having such
close living quarters on campus really
forces you to interact with different people
from different backgrounds and different
walks of life,” Ireland says. “You build
your ability to relate on different levels
with different people.”
And that’s how the family—the
network, the dinners high atop a major
metropolitan city in Asia—is created.
Because of Kalamazoo College,
Ireland says, “there’s a group of 12 of us
that still talk on a pretty regular basis and
get together on an annual basis. ‘K’ is more
of being part of a family than just part of
learning.”
END

Emeritus
Club Honors
Three
The 2009 Citation of Merit Award winners
flank President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran
(l-r): Jim Fowler, President WilsonOyelaran, Marlene Crandell Francis, and
Jack Price

T he Kalamazoo College Emeritus Club
conferred the 2009 Citation of Merit Award
on Jack Price ’54, Jim Fowler ’56, and Marlene
Crandell Francis ’58. The Citation of Merit
Award honors Emeritus Club alumni who
have demonstrated loyalty and involvement
in activities and programs of the College and
whose civic and community activities have
brought honor to their alma mater.
Price came to Kalamazoo College in 1950
on a scholarship from the American Baptist
Churches. He majored in biology and chemistry
and was a member of Phi Lambda and the
Philo Glee Club. Other activities included the
Psychology Club, Kappa Delta Chi, the Men’s
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Octet, the Double Quartette, and the Index
student newspaper. Price played football and
ran track for the Hornets.
He met his wife Beverly (Nunn) Price ’57
during his senior year, and the two were
married shortly after he graduated. The couple
moved to the Detroit area in 1954, where Jack
enrolled in medical school at Wayne State
University. Jack earned his medical degree in
1958 and opened a private OB-GYN practice
in Flint shortly thereafter. In 1965 he was
recruited for the Planned Parenthood Board
of Directors, and for the next 40 years he
served as the medical director for Flint Planned
Parenthood. His civic engagements included
Woodside Church, the Sloan Museum, the Flint
Institute of Music, and the Genesee Medical
Society.
Kalamazoo College remained a significant
part of Jack’s life after his graduation. Three
of his four children attended “K.” Price was
an alumni trustee of the College from 1985
to 1988, serving on three committees and
overseeing the development of plans for the
Dow Science Center, the renovation of Stetson
Chapel, the installation of the organ, and a $42
million campaign. In 1988 Jack and Beverly
established the William W. Price Memorial
Library Fund at the College in honor of their
late son William.
Given a life-long devotion to tennis, it
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1
is no surprise that Jim Fowler came to
Kalamazoo College by way of that sport.
He landed a job taking care of “K’s” clay
tennis courts at the age of 12, and those
childhood years on campus under the
influence of Dr. Stowe made attending “K” a
natural choice.
Fowler enrolled in 1952 and majored
in sociology and history. He played tennis,
football, and junior varsity basketball. His
best sport was tennis, and he captained
the championship 1956 team, which was
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in
2008. Fowler was also a member of the
Century Forum, student council, and the
“K” Club. He met his wife—Barb (McCabe)
Fowler ’57—at a dance for incoming
freshman in 1953, and they have been
together since.
After his graduation, Fowler remained
at “K” for another year to earn his teacher’s
certification. He and Barbara moved to
Petoskey, Michigan, in 1957, where Jim
became a history teacher and head tennis
coach at Petoskey High School. From
1957 to 1984, he taught, served as athletic
director, and coached high school tennis in
Petoskey and in Flint. He earned a master’s
degree from the University of Michigan and
led his tennis teams to numerous championships. In 1984 he left teaching to become
joint-owner of the Genesee Valley Tennis
Center. He sold his share of the business

in 1995. Now retired, Fowler directs the
tennis program at his summer residence in
northern Michigan.
Fowler was inducted into the Michigan
High School Tennis Coaches Hall of Fame
in 1998.
“K” is a Fowler family affair. Three of
the four Fowler children attended “K”; a
brother-in-law, sister-in-law, and daughterin-law are alumni; and the oldest of nine
grandchildren graduated in 2007.
Marlene Crandell Francis always knew
she wanted to attend Kalamazoo College;
the institution was a multi-generational
tradition that included her grandfather
Stewart Crandell (class of 1903) and her
father Richard Crandell (class of 1932).
Francis majored in English and
earned minors in history and biology. She
worked in the library and was involved in
the College Singers, Bach Festival Chorus,
May Fete, the Christmas Carol Service,
Alpha Sigma Delta Literary Society, and the
Alpha Lambda Delta and Phi Kappa Alpha
honorary societies. She wrote for the Index,
and edited the 1958 Boiling Pot.
Francis earned her master’s degree in
English at the University of Akron, and from
1965 to 1979 she taught in that university’s
English department. She returned to her
home state in 1979 to begin her Ph.D. in
higher education administration at the
University of Michigan. She worked in

various positions at the University and at
Cleary College (Ypsilanti, Mich.).
Francis is a dedicated civic leader and
an enthusiastic supporter of Kalamazoo
College. She has served on the Akron
(Ohio) Ecumenical Campus Ministry, the
Ohio Board for United Ministries in Higher
Education, and the Ann Arbor North Rotary
Club. She has been an active member of the
First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor for 30
years and was recently elected moderator of
the congregation.
For 25 years Francis served as class
agent and in that role served on the Alumni
Council. She was awarded “K’s” Distinguished
Service Award in 1976, and in 1980 she was
elected to the College’s Board of Trustees. She
was elected Emerita Trustee in 1998. She is a
member of the Kalamazoo College Women’s
Council since 1995, and she served one term
as Vice President. A scholarship at “K” honors
her Crandell grandparents, and she and her
family provided funding for the Marlene
Crandell Francis Trustee Professorship in
the Humanities. Francis wrote the College’s
latest comprehensive history—A Fellowship in
Learning: Kalamazoo College 1833-2008—which
won the American Baptist Historical Society’s
Younger Award for Excellence in Local or
Regional History. She and her husband Arthur
often travel to Nicaragua where they have an
interest in Baptist missions.
END
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Emeritus Club Reunions

1 Members of the Class of 1959 attending their first reunion as emeriti alumni were (l-r): first row—Robert Renk ’59, Alan
Ferguson ’59, Daisy Ferguson, Barbara Laidlaw, Jim Laidlaw ’59; second row—Gerald Rothman ’59, Susan Rothman, Bob
Tyner ’59, Carol Coverly, Lee Coverly ’59, Lowell Elsen ’59, Beverly Arnold, David Fischer ’59, Mary Ellen (Steketee) Fischer
’61, Judy (Miller) Steffen ’59, Diane Dugas Worden ’59, Carrie Venema; third row—Robert Brice ’59, Carol Hoover Bruda
’59, Ingrid Brown Ehrle ’59, Sharon Wiley Hightower ’59, Keith Arnold ’59, Maija Zadins Lillya ’61, MaryAnn Wise Dawson
’59, Richard “Buzz” Hemwall ’59; fourth row—Jim Hightower ’58, Jerry Hartman ’59, Sylvan Dawson; fifth row—Dick Ehrle
’58, Bill Western ’59, Jane (VandenBerge) Steward ’59, Peter Lillya ’59, Karen Lake De Vos ’59; sixth row—Walt Maser ’59,
Jesse Dungy ’59, Bob Steward ’58, John De Vos ’53, and Jerry Packer ’59
2 The Class of 1949 60th reunion included (l-r): first row—Bob Mallory ’49, Mary ( Joslin) Discher ’50, Bob Wagner ’49,
Ellie Wagner ’49, Robert Kauffman, June (Weaver) Kauffman ’49, Midge Poller Meyer ’49; second row—Mary Mallory ’46,
Elaine (Dryer) Carsok ’49, Wendell Discher ’49, Gladys DeGolia Sheperd ’49, Sharon Burnham Halliday ’49, Tom Froom ’49;
third row—Charles Large ’49, Lola Large, Phillip Mange ’49, Virginia (Sikkenga) Krautheim ’49, Irene (Currie) Kent ’49, and
Don Kent ’49

3 Bill Weber ’39 traveled to Kalamazoo from Tacoma, Washington, to celebrate his 70th reunion during Emeritus Club
Weekend.

4 The Class of 1954 55th reunion included (l-r): first row—Beverly Price ’57, Barbara Peterson ’54, Betty Brenner ’54, Bill
Rogers ’54; second row—Jack Price ’54, Ginger O’Brien ’54, and Lucia (Scavarda) Marshall ’54
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In Memory
Harriet (Rickman) Fullerton ’30 died on
May 28, 2009. At “K” she majored in mathematics and served as the treasurer of Kappa
Pi. She also was a member of a group called
One-Act Plays. She was an employee of the
Pharmacia & Upjohn Foundation.
Mildred (Doster) Virtue ’30, M.D., died
on January 30, 2009. She had celebrated her
100th birthday on October 22, 2008. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in biology and
graduated from the University of Michigan
Medical School in 1934. One year later she
married Robert W. Virtue. Shortly after
moving to Colorado, Mildred embarked on
a 37-year career as physician for the Denver
Public Schools. She was recognized by many
state and national professional organizations
for her contributions to school and public
health. She was the co-founder of Denver
Educational Senior Citizens Incorporated, a
nonprofit senior living community for retired
Denver Public School employees.
Dorothy (Ryall) Britigan ’32 died on April
14, 2009. She majored in history at Kalamazoo
College and was president of Kappa Pi.
Dorothy Scott (Matthews) Deehr ’32, a long
time resident of Manistee (Mich.), died on
September 19, 2008. She grew up in Chicago,
attending Wadsworth Grammar School, Hyde
Park High School, and Kalamazoo College. She
married her college sweetheart and classmate,
C. Sterling Deehr, at the College on October
27, 1934. The family moved to Manistee in
1945, and Dorothy was an active member of
the community and frequent volunteer for
community affairs (including the United Way
and the cancer drive). She was an honorary life
member and past president of the American
Association of University Women of Michigan.
She was a certified teacher and taught English
and French as a substitute teacher in the
Manistee Area Public Schools. She earned her
B.A. in English literature and was very active
in co-curricular activities at “K.” She was a
member of the Eurodelphian Society and the
Gaynor Club. She worked for Index, served as
Women’s League President, and was a member
of the Boiling Pot staff.

Dorothy Scott (Matthews) Deehr

Horace Horton ’33 attended Kalamazoo
College for two years and completed his degree
(journalism) at the University of Wisconsin.
He loved his years at Kalamazoo College,
during which he was a columnist for Index.
He spent his career as a teacher in the U.S.
Federal Prison Service. He also was a writer,
and after his retirement he continued to participate in a weekly Ann Arbor writers group. He
was skilled as a sign painter, a craft he learned
in his youth from a minister and developed
in a San Francisco sign shop during World
War II. He and his wife had four children. A
number of their grandchildren and a nephew
are Kalamazoo College graduates.
Robert Beaumier ’36 died on January 15,
2009. He earned his bachelor’s degree and
master’s degree from Kalamazoo College in
political science. He worked for the U.S. Public
Health Service.
Dorothy (Simpson) Palmer ’36 died on
March 19, 2009. She majored in sociology at
Kalamazoo College.
Lera (Seeley) Clark ’37 died on October 10,
2008. She served as secretary for the Michigan
Conference of the United Church of Christ
and lived in Alma, Michigan, at the time of her
death.
Dana W. Criswell ’37 died on March 5, 2008.
She earned a master’s degree in sociology from
Kalamazoo College. She lived in Pittsburgh at
the time of her death.

Maude Southon

Kenneth Davis ’37, Ph.D., died on February
23, 2009. He came to Kalamazoo College from
Chicago, Ill. He majored in physics and was
active in many co-curricular activities. For
example, he was a member of the Philolexian
Lyceum and served as sophomore class
president. He was a member and officer of the
Glee Club and a member of the Science Club.
Davis ran track and cross-country and played
football. During his senior year he served as
Manager of Music. After graduation Davis
earned a Ph.D. at the University of Rochester
(New York). He was a professor at Reed
College in Portland, Ore.
Maude Southon ’37 died on April 6, 2009, in
Kalamazoo, where she was born. She majored
in biology and later graduated from the Case
Western Reserve School of Nursing. At “K”
she was treasurer of Kappa Pi, and she played
basketball for three seasons. She was a surgical
nurse at University Hospital in Cleveland
for many years and subsequently worked at
Borgess and Bronson Hospitals in Kalamazoo.
Louis Sutherland, Jr. ’39 died on April 10,
2009.
Margaret (Waid) Hoffmann ’40, M.D., died
on March 3, 2009. She majored in chemistry
and was a member of Alpha Sigma Delta, the
College choir, and the Gaynor Club. After
graduation she earned a medical degree
from the University of Michigan. She was a
physician in the state of Florida.

I N

Stephen Gibbens

Maxine (Thompson) Hopkins ’40 died on
May 22, 2009. She lived in Denver and had
been the president of Protecto Wrap Company.
Sara Molina VanDomelen ’41 died on
December 12, 2008, in Hancock, Michigan.
She was born in 1917 in Santiago, Cuba, and
graduated from Kalamazoo College (history)
as a foreign scholarship student. Sara taught
kindergarten and first grade for 20 years in the
Washington, D.C., area and was instrumental
in the development of the “Sesame Street”
television show.
James M. Young ’41 died on May 4, 2009.
He majored in political science and ranked
number three on the Hornet Golf Team. He
also served as secretary of the Phi Lambda
Society. He met his future wife, Sara Louise
Wing ’42, at Kalamazoo College, and they
married when Young returned from the South
Pacific. Sara died in 1990.
Constance (Peck) Reps ’43 died on February
11, 2009. She is survived by her husband
of 60 years, Professor Emeritus (Cornell
University) John Reps; daughter Martha Reps;
and son Thomas Reps. At Kalamazoo College
Connie was president of the College Players
and the Overley Society, secretary-treasurer
of her class, secretary of Trowbridge House,
and a member of the College Singers and
the Madrigal Singers. She belonged to Alpha
Sigma Delta and was a member of the two
honor societies, Alpha Lambda Delta and
Phi Kappa Alpha. She graduated magna cum
laude with an A.B. in French. She received a

M.A. in French from Brown University and
in 1945 returned to Kalamazoo College to
teach French and Spanish and to be director
of the temporary women’s dormitory housed
in Hoben Hall. She went on to teach French at
Drury College (Springfield, Mo.) where she met
her husband. She taught for two years at Triple
Cities College, which is now State University
of New York-Binghamton. After moving to
Ithaca, New York, she was active in many organizations. She was president of the American
Association of University Women (AAUW), of
the Cornell Campus Club, of the Ithaca High
School PTA, and of the Hangar Theatre Props,
a support arm of Ithaca’s summer theatre.
She held offices in many other organizations.
Connie was twice honored by the AAUW with
a named fellowship to the AAUW Educational
Foundation. She was awarded the Hangar
Theatre’s Osborn Award for her contributions
to theatre and was given a Women Making
History award for community service.
Kathryn (Turner) Wray ’43 died on January
22, 2009. She matriculated to Kalamazoo
College from Lawton, Mich., and majored in
sociology. She was a member of Eurodelphian
Gamma and played saxophone in the
College band. “Kay” also was a member of
the Women’s Athletic Association and the
Pan-American Club. After graduation she
worked for Dowagiac High School.
Stephen Gibbens ’44 died on March 2,
2009. Gibbens grew up in Kalamazoo and
attended Kalamazoo College before joining
the Naval Air Corps. During World War II
he flew more than 200 missions and was
awarded Air Medals and Distinguished Flying
Crosses. He graduated from the University of
Michigan (psychology) and did his graduate
studies at the University of California-Berkeley
(psychology and mathematics). Gibbens
enjoyed his career in public health, health
statistics, and medical care with the State of
California and then with the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services during the
Reagan Administration. He served as Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation in HHS. Gibbens and his wife,
Maggie (Leer), raised four daughters and a
son. They loved to travel and made more than
20 trips to Europe, South America, and the
Pacific.
Lavon (Woodward) Russell ’44 died on
January 16, 2009. She earned her degree
in English literature and was very active in
co-curricular activities. She was a member
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of Alpha Sigma Delta (and served as vice
president and president), and she was a
member of the academic honor society, Phi
Kappa Alpha. She wrote for Index and was
assistant editor of Boiling Pot. She was a
member of the Women’s Athletic Association
and served as secretary and treasurer of
Mary Trowbridge House. She met her future
husband, Leonard Russell, at “K,” and they
were married after World War II on June 28,
1947. Lavon worked as a librarian at Ohio
Wesleyan University.
Annie (McNeil) Ryan ’44 died on December
22, 2008. She matriculated to Kalamazoo
College from Paw Paw, Mich., and earned
her bachelor’s degree, majoring in English
literature and Spanish. She was active in many
co-curricular activities. She served as president
of Kappa Pi, secretary-treasurer of the Senate,
and vice president of the Pan-American Club.
She was a member of the Index staff and the
College Players.
Raymond P. Lewis, Jr., ’45 died on January
10, 2009. He attended Kalamazoo College but
left to serve in the U.S. Army during World
War II.
Robert Dewey ’47—who experienced
Kalamazoo College as a student in the 1940s
and as a professor, chaplain, and administrator in the 1960s, ’70s, and ’80s—died
on December 29, 2008. He was the son of
Henry and Elizabeth Dewey, both Kalamazoo
College alumni from the Class of 1918. In fact,
Bob was a third-generation “K” student who
arrived on campus in 1940 from Leavenworth,
Kansas. He majored in history but left the
College in 1943 to serve in the U.S. Army. He
returned to campus in 1946 to complete his
degree. During his undergraduate years he
was a member of Century Forum, the College
Singers, and the College Players. He was active
in the Student Senate as forensics manager,
and he served as Junior Class representative
and president of Hoben Hall. After graduation
he earned his Master of Divinity degree at the
Yale Divinity School. Bob married Eleanor
Hootman ’45 in 1951 and thus expanded his
“K” family tree even further. In addition to
Eleanor’s two aunts—Grace Evans ’14 and
Marjorie Wells ’19—Bob’s mother-in-law and
father-in-law, Paul and Dorothy Hootman,
graduated from “K” in 1919. His two sistersin-law—Margaret Hootman Marsh and
Dorothy Hootman Nye—were members of
the Classes of 1941 and 1947, respectively.
Bob and Eleanor’s four children also attended
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Margery (LePage) Rabbers ’47 died on
March 14, 2009. At “K” she earned her degree
in chemistry. She served as secretary of the
Women’s Athletic Association and circulation manager for Index. She earned a master’s
degree at Northern Illinois University and
worked as a software designer and developer
for AT&T.
Phyllis (Cary) Bartlett ’48 died on April
1, 2009. She matriculated from Midland,
Mich., and majored in sociology and music.
At “K” she was a member of College Singers,
Eurodelphian Gamma, Overley Society, Kappa
Delta Chi, and the Bach Festival. She earned a
master’s degree from Michigan State University
and worked as an elementary education
teacher in the Cadillac (Mich.) Public Schools
for 23 years. She was a talented organist and
very active in Cadillac civic organizations.
Robert Dewey

Kalamazoo College: Janet Shannon (1975),
Martha Dewey-Goetz (1977), Paula Jean Cabot
(1977), and Eric Dewey (1987). Bob’s second
return to his alma mater (1967) was in the role
of assistant professor of religion and dean of
chapel. He served in these capacities during
a time of tumultuous change on campus and
in the curriculum. In addition to his duties
as chaplain and professor, he added the
responsibilities of vice-provost for student
life (1975-76) and vice-president for student
services (1976-80). After 20 years of service,
he retired in 1987. In 1982, on the College’s
150th anniversary, Dewey wrote an essay for
the occasion titled “It was the same College,
but it was different.” The piece reflects the
viewpoint of someone who experienced the
College “from at least two perspectives….
The distinctive feature of the one college,”
he wrote, “is change within continuity. The
continuity derives from the commitment of
the College to the ‘given’ of its past history,
to the liberal arts.” In that essay Dewey
suggests a definition of the latter as a “transfer
of wisdom beyond history, biology, English;
some lessons taught subliminally about life,
meaning, commitment, value.” A lifelong
acolyte of the liberal arts he so loved, Dewey
pursued writing, acting, and painting long
after his retirement. The essay he wrote in
1982 resonates today as a paean to Kalamazoo
College with its liberal arts experience rooted
in “the fact that we were all together in one
place” and the mystery of “how people meet
and team up.”

Rosalyn (Spencer) Harris ’48 died on
February 20, 2009. She was a music major at
“K.” She married Verlyn Harris in 1947, and
they had three children. She was a homemaker
and owned and operated her own music store,
The Music Mart, in Goshen, Ind. Harris also
taught piano for many years and worked at
Salem Bank in Goshen. She was a member of
First Presbyterian Church, where she played
piano; the Federated Women’s Club; and
Sigma Eta Fine Arts Sorority. Harris was a
well-known accompanist and producer of
musical programs.
Daniel Nichoson ’48 died on January 28,
2009. The Grand Rapids (Mich.) native
majored in economics at Kalamazoo College
and went on to serve 36 years in the U.S.
Army (active and reserves), from which he
retired with the rank of Major. He worked as
a sales representative and technical assistance
manager for several commercial and institutional furniture companies. He loved to travel
and was an avid snow skier, scuba diver, and
golfer. One particular passion (which started
as a student at “K”) was playing tuba in dance
bands. He continued to play until just a year
before his death, splitting time between a
Dixieland jazz band and an Octoberfest band.
His son Terry wrote, “My father told me
many times how much he enjoyed attending
Kalamazoo College, playing football, and
playing the tuba in bands.”
Bruce Bowman ’49 died on January 9, 2009.
He majored in sociology at Kalamazoo College
and was a member of Phi Lambda and Kappa
Delta Chi. He also served on the College’s
Religious Affairs Committee. After graduation,

Bowman did graduate work at Yale University.
He was a self-employed jewelry craftsman.
John Dunlap ’49 died on October 21, 2008.
John Jurgensen ’49 died on February 12,
2009. After graduating from Dowagiac
High School he served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II. At “K” he majored in
economics. After graduation he worked for 40
years as a partner in the John Keyser Agency in
Kalamazoo.
Jeanne (Simon) Kelly ’49 died on May 31,
2009. She earned her B.A. in English and was
a member of Kappa Pi. After graduating she
married James R. Kelly, Sr., and they settled
in Smoke Rise, New Jersey, and raised their
family—two daughters and a son.
Ruth (Gordon) Pilcher ’49 died on July 29,
2009. She matriculated to “K” from Kenosha,
Wisconsin, and, after earning her B.A., was
granted a Graduate Nurse diploma and R.N.
certification from the University of Illinois
Cook County School of Nursing. She later
became a Certified Nurse Midwife, graduating
from the Maternity Center Association in
New York City in 1955. The next year Pilcher
was appointed as an instructor in nursing at
Columbia University. She married Roy Pilcher
in 1955. After Roy’s graduation from Union
Theological Seminary (1957) the couple left
for Southern Rhodesia to do missionary work.
They and their three children returned to the
U.S. in 1965.
Glennon Ryan ’49 died on June 22, 2009.
He came to “K” from Grand Rapids, Mich.,
and earned his degree in economics. He also
participated in varsity track and intramural
swimming and volleyball. He lived in
Florissant, Missouri, at the time of his death.
L. David Carley ’50 died on May 13, 2009.
He grew up in Detroit, where he excelled in
high school athletics, earning letters in four
sports. He was accepted to Colgate University
but chose to attend Kalamazoo College. He
entered as an undergraduate member of the
class of 1950, considering a career in the
ministry, but he earned his bachelor’s degree
from Western Michigan University. He
earned a master’s degree from “K” in public
administration in 1951 and completed his
Ph.D. in political science and constitutional
law at the University of Wisconsin in 1959.
His career seemed headed for politics. In
the early 1950s he was personnel director
and assistant city manager in Kalamazoo. In
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1959 Wisconsin Governor Gaylord Nelson
appointed Carley to direct the newly created
state Department of Resource Development
(now the Department of Natural Resources),
and Carley started the Wisconsin Department
of Local Affairs and Development (now the
Department of Commerce). His interest in
government continued and spurred three
unsuccessful bids for elective office as a
Democrat—for lieutenant governor in 1962,
and for governor in 1966 and 1978. Carley
served as president of Continental Mortgage
Insurance Corporation from 1962 to 1966
and then founded and became president
of Public Facilities Associates, Inc. That
company developed government-supported
housing and urban development projects and
was purchased by Inland Steel Company in
1970. Carley became president of Inland’s
development corporation but in 1974, with his
brother Jim, formed the urban development
and venture capital firm Carley Capital Group.
The firm became known for its innovative
practices and for completing projects that
many believed could not be done. It did
real estate projects not only in Wisconsin,
but also in Michigan, Maryland, California,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and China.
Carley moved to Washington, D.C., in 1980 to
become president of the National Association
for Public Television Stations. He served as
a member of the University of Wisconsin
Board of Regents and president of the Medical
College of Wisconsin. He also served on the
boards of the Folger Shakespeare Library,
the Kennedy Presidential Library, and the
Wisconsin Power and Light Company. One of
his dearest duties was the Kalamazoo College
Board of Trustees, on which he served from
1980 to 1989. “He was a true disciple of ‘K’,”
said Jody Clark ’80. “He did amazing things,
not the least of which was to launch my career
in real estate.”

Lenore Emigh Sheldon ’50 died on January
25, 2009. She majored in English and was a
member of the Bach Festival. After graduation
she moved to California, where she raised her
family. In her retirement years she lived in
Utah and Colorado.

James C. Kneller ’50 died on January 19,
2009. He came to “K” from Dowagiac, Mich.,
and majored in economics. He was a member
of College Singers and played intramural
softball and basketball. He was a manager at
ConAgra Foundation and lived in Saginaw,
Mich., at the time of his death.

Berna ( Jackson) Trascik ’52 died on
December 1, 2008. She taught ballroom and
tap dancing for Fred Astaire dance studio.
She worked for the Battle Creek (Mich.)
Recreation Department for 13 years, where she
taught dancing and swimming and organized
programs for women, seniors, and children.
She switched careers and became an insurance
agent for Farmers Insurance Group. She also
volunteered for the Calhoun County Medical
Facility. Trascik was an avid seamstress,
excelling at doll clothes, which she made for
various craft shows. She loved playing piano,
dancing, swimming, and spending time with
her family and friends.

Art Leighton ’50 died on May 19, 2008.
He earned his degree in physical education
and played on the men’s tennis team and
basketball team. He also was active in
intramural sports and was a member of the
“K” Club. After graduation Leighton owned
and operated the A.L. Midwest Sports
Company.

Lucia (Crane) Christman ’51 died on
December 13, 2008. She came to Kalamazoo
College from Pontiac, Mich., and earned
her degree in history. At “K” she served as
Trowbridge House President and Inter-Society
Council Secretary. She was a member of the
International Relations Club and Kappa Pi.
She married Norman Christman in 1953
and they worked for the family business,
Christman Lumber, which later became
Industrial Lumber and Packaging. Lucia was
a devoted volunteer of many organizations
including Hospice of North Ottawa and Meals
on Wheels. Most recently, she tutored a third
grade student in the Adopted Grandparents
program in Holland, Mich.
Kenneth E. Hutton ’51 died on April 18,
2009. He matriculated to “K” from Chicago
and earned his B.A. in biology (he later earned
a Ph.D. from Purdue University). At “K”
Hutton was a member of the International
Relations Club. He worked as a professor at
San Jose State University, and he lived in Palo
Alto at the time of his death.
John Urbank ’51 died on November 15, 2008.
During his undergraduate years he served
as vice president of Century Forum. He was
a member of the Newman Club, the Social
Committee, and WJMD. He also participated
in intramural sports. Urbank graduated with a
B.A. in sociology.
Daniel C. Larkin ’52 died on January 17,
2009. He lived in Aiken, S.C.
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Louis Stolle ’53 died on May 12, 2009. He
lived in Monroe, Michigan. At Kalamazoo
College he majored in history and economics
and participated on the Hornet cross-country
team. Stolle earned a master’s degree from
University of Michigan and was a teacher in
the Monroe Public Schools.
Gail C. Smith ’54 died on January 25,
2009. She earned her degree in art and was
very active in co-curricular activities during
her undergraduate days. She was a member
of College Singers, president of Kappa Pi,
and vice president of the Trowbridge House
Council. Her career was teaching, and she
taught throughout the U.S. and the world,
including Illinois, California, Colorado,
England, France, and Spain. She also worked
for Colorado Mountain College. Smith was
an artist, skier, environmentalist, outdoor
advocate, and lover of music.
Catherine Rutherford McCann ’55 died on
April 18, 2009. The Portland (Maine) native
majored in history and sociology at “K” and
was active in numerous student organizations. She was a member of Student Senate
(vice president), Student Faculty Council,
Eurodelphian Gamma (president), InterSociety Council, Women’s League Council,
Trowbridge House Council (president), Index,
and Boiling Pot (editor). When she moved to
South Miami, Florida, she asked for a copy of
the city’s first comprehensive plan. Studying
it sparked her interest in government. She
served on several city boards, including
environmental review, commercial development, and public relations. Then she ran for
city commission and was elected in 1980.
In 1990 she was elected mayor, the city’s
first female to hold that position, and she
served two terms. As mayor, she started a
municipal recycling program, led efforts to
build housing for seniors, directed resources
to low-income areas of the city, and started
after-school programs. She also served on the
board of directors for Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Miami and helped build 35 Habitat for
Humanity homes in South Miami.
Gordon E. Noble ’55 died on April 6,
2009. He came to Kalamazoo College
from Vicksburg, Michigan, and majored in
chemistry and French. He was a member of
Phi Lambda, WJMD, the College Players, and
the French Club. He earned a master’s degree
from Western Michigan University. Noble
was a science and mathematics teacher in the
Middlebury (Ind.) Community Schools.
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David A. Mead ’62 died on May 27, 2009. He
majored in biology and was a member of Phi
Lambda. He also earned a M.A. in computer
science from Kansas State University. He was
employed at NCR for many years and retired
as a software engineer from AT&T after that
company acquired NCR. Mead enjoyed a
lifelong interest in nature and wildlife. After he
retired he took numerous trips to Africa, the
Amazon, and the Galapagos Islands with the
Sedjwick County Zoo in Wichita. He was an
accomplished amateur painter. While at “K”
he studied Chinese with Dr. Chen, and this
led to a lifelong interest in the structure and
vocabulary of many languages. Other members
of Mead’s family who attended Kalamazoo
College include his father, Darwin Mead ’32,
sister, Betsy Mead Pifer ’65, brother-in-law, Jim
Pifer ’65, nephew, Andy Pifer ’92, and Andy’s
wife, Christina Perry Pifer ’91.
Bob Tardiff ’63 died on July 16, 2008. He
majored in physics and was a member of
Century Forum and the Model Democratic
Convention. He participated in intramural
sports and was one of the pioneer students in
foreign study, when that program occurred
during the summer months. After graduating
from Kalamazoo College he earned his
M.B.A. at Western Michigan University. He
enjoyed a long career in the paper manufacturing industry and, while working with the
Simpson Paper Company (Plainwell, Mich.),
often donated paper to the College. He was
a member of many civic organizations and
a volunteer firefighter and EMT. He was an
enthusiastic naturalist and outdoorsman
and enjoyed hiking, biking, kayaking, crosscountry skiing, and cultivating wildflowers. He
served as the naturalist at the Sarrett Nature
Center in Benton Harbor, where schoolchildren knew him as “RoBEAR TARdeef,” the
French voyageur in the canoeing program. He
was an avid birder, which coincided nicely
with his lifelong love of travel. Birding led
to trips to Mexico, South America, Europe,
Iceland, and China. He also visited every state
in the U.S.
Charles D. Hackney ’64, former assistant
attorney general for the State of Michigan
for more than 40 years, died on August
3, 2009, in East Lansing. He came to “K”
from Dexter, Mich., and earned his B.A. in
political science. At “K” he was a member of
Century Forum, Student Senate, Inter-Society
Council, Men’s Joint House Council, and
the Model Republican Convention. He wrote
for Index and Boiling Pot. He studied abroad
in Bonn, Germany, and completed a Senior

Individualized Project titled: “Determining the
effect of the Constitutional Convention in the
Michigan Republican Party.” Hackney earned
his J.D. from University of Michigan. During
his tenure in the attorney general’s office, he
served as head of five different divisions.
Richard L. Blackmer ’65 died on January
19, 2009. He earned his B.A. in physics, did
his foreign study in Erlangen, Germany, and
was a member of the Delmega Society. His SIP
thesis was titled “Measurement of Magnetic
Fields Using Nuclear Magnetic Resonance.” He
co-founded an Astronomy Club at Kalamazoo
and later another one in Fairbanks, Alaska.
His search for knowledge ranged from modern
space exploration to the study of Sanskrit. His
keen interest in music (he played base guitar
and sousaphone) led him to study the relationship between mathematics and music. In high
school he ground his first of several telescope
lens, an academic research passion that
culminated in a master’s thesis titled “Mining
the Asteroids” at the University of Alaska
in Fairbanks. He worked for 25 years as the
lead cartographer of the Fairbanks North Star
Borough of the Bureau of Land Management.
Jerre Wilgus ’66 died July 24, 2009. He
attended “K” and Oakland University. He
studied classical piano, but his dreams of a
career in music were cut short by an accident
that damaged the nerves in his hands. Wilgus
was a Freedom Rider in the South during the
civil rights struggle. He worked for many years
in the Upjohn Company’s clinical research
unit. Later he worked as a wine appreciation teacher at D&W Market, Tiffany’s Spirit
Shoppe, and Salut Fine Wines.
John Friedman ’72 died on April 2, 2009.
He majored in psychology at “K” and later
graduated from the University of Maryland
School of Social Work with a master’s degree.
He was employed by Washington County
Mental Health Department in Hagerstown,
Maryland, until 2002. He is survived by three
children and one grandchild.
Nile Mayer ’72 died on July 8, 2009. He
came to “K” from Bronson, Michigan, and
attended three years as a pre-med student. He
was a talented baseball and basketball player.
He returned to Bronson to work as a gladiola
farmer for several years before working in
construction and carpentry. Woodworking
was his passion and hobby as well as his
occupation.

David Lilly ’73 died on May 5, 2009, of
pancreatic cancer. He was the owner of
Dalsand Computers. His life was music, and
music was key to his life. David sang with the
St. Petersburg (Fla.) opera company, and he
was a soloist in several churches in Florida and
Georgia. He was preceded in death by his son,
Phillip, and is survived by his wife of 37 years,
Sandra Kovarbasic Lilly ’74, and sons Eric and
Evan. David is also survived by a grandson,
Jakob Max Lilly. “He relished his days at ‘K’
and the friends we made there,” said Sandi.
David Webster ’73 died on June 25, 2009.
He earned his B.A. with a major in chemistry,
graduated magna cum laude, and was captain
of the Hornet cross-country team. He went
on to earn his master’s and Ph.D. in plant
pathology at the University of WisconsinMadison. After graduating with his doctorate
he moved to Twin Falls, Idaho, and began
his career in research and development for
Asgrow Seed Company, creating international
breeding programs for dry beans and peas. His
research in plant genetics led to the development of many varieties of disease-resistant
beans and peas, and both his scientific and
educational work has helped make possible
a reduction of pesticide use and the creation
of safe and nutritional crops for consumers.
Webster was an avid traveler. At “K” he did
his foreign study in Julich, Germany, and his
plant breeding work took him to France, Italy,
Spain, England, Belgium, Korea, Chile, Peru,
Australia, and New Zealand. He also took
great pleasure in tending his own garden.
In true liberal arts fashion, Webster was an
enthusiastic reader, preferring history and
biography. He also was an elite athlete who
ran, bicycled, or swam nearly every day. He
enjoyed skiing and hiking, too. He is survived
by his wife Char, daughter Rachel, and stepchildren Leah and Austin.
Glen E. Sherrod ’76 died on April 27, 2008.
He majored in philosophy. He was living in
Kalamazoo at the time of his death.
Martha Dewey ’77 was killed in an
automobile accident on June 26, 2009. She
earned her B.A. at “K” with a double major
in English and music. In 1981 she received
a Masters of Art and Religion degree from
Yale Divinity School and began the Ph.D.
program in speech communications at the
University of Illinois-Urbana. Dewey was a
lifelong musician and dramatic artist with
a profound interest in religious liturgy. She
worked as a musician and musical director
in numerous productions at the Kalamazoo
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College Festival Playhouse, New Vic Theatre,
Augusta Barn, and Saugatuck Red Barn
theatres. As a student at Yale she received the
Tew Prize for Outstanding Ability in Literature
(1979-80). After graduating she remained at
Yale as a lecturer in the Institute of Sacred
Music, Worship, and the Arts. In 1984 she was
an instructor in voice and choral music for the
theatre at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center,
part of the National Theatre Institute. From
1985 through 1991 she was an instructor,
teaching assistant, staff consultant, and
assistant course director in public speaking
for the department of speech communication at the University of Illinois-Urbana. She
also served as director at the Music Theatre
Workshop. In 1991 she moved to Ithaca, New
York, to be an instructor in speech communication at Ithaca College and guest musical
director at the Cornell University Department
of Theatre, Film, and Dance. She co-founded
the Cornell Interactive Theatre Ensemble that
year and received the university’s James A.
Perkins Award for Interracial Understanding
and Harmony. In 2005 Cornell honored Dewey
with the Constance E. Cook and Alice H. Cook
Award, citing her contributions to changing
the climate for women at Cornell. She is the
daughter of Robert Dewey ’47.
Mark MacKenzie ’77 died on November
29, 2008. Mark earned his B.A. in biology
and studied abroad in Munster. He received
a M.S. from Southern Illinois University in
botany, and a Ph.D. in forest ecology from the
University of Tennessee. He was a professor
and researcher in the School of Forestry and
Wildlife Sciences at Auburn University. In
2000 Mark was the recipient of a double-lung
transplant at the University of Alabama in
Birmingham. He asked everyone to sign their
organ donor card, to talk to their family and
friends about their wish to be an organ donor,
and to plant a tree. He leaves behind his wife,
Mary Ann (Hart) ’79 and two children, Emma
and Kyle, who attend Auburn City Schools.
Catherine Donckers ’78 died on April 25,
2009. She came to Kalamazoo College from
Marquette, Mich., and graduated from “K”
with degrees in French and psychology.
She later received a master’s degree in child
development (1981) from Pacific Oaks
College (Pasadena, Calif.). Donckers worked
at the Pleasant Valley Outdoor Education
Center (Woodstock, Ill.), the state of Texas
Wilderness Challenge Program, and a photo
finishing lab in Eugene, Ore. She was an
accomplished photographer. She and her

husband and their two children returned to
Marquette from Eugene in September 2003.
Kevin Moody ’78 died on July 19, 2009,
after a courageous battle against pancreatic
cancer. He earned his B.A. in history and
studied abroad in Hannover, Germany. He
played baseball for the Hornets and was
an outstanding football player. In 1975 he
rushed for 152 years in a game versus Illinois
Benedictine (the seventh-highest single game
total in school history). He also rushed for
148 yards against Olivet in 1976 (the ninthhighest total). Moody graduated from the
University of Detroit School of Law in 1981,
and that same year married his wife, classmate
Nancy (Nolan) Moody ’78. They have two
children, Nolan and Maureen. Moody earned
a Fulbright Scholarship and studied international law and economics at the University
of Cologne (Germany) in 1982. Three years
later he joined the law firm of Miller Canfield
in Lansing, where he soon became a partner.
He practiced in the areas of state gaming law,
health care and insurance law, state regulatory
law, and Native American law. He has been
nationally recognized for his expertise in
Native American law.
Phillippa Núñez ’81 died on January 20,
2009. She matriculated from Trinidad and
Tobago, and was one of the first students from
that country to attend Kalamazoo College. She
graduated with honors, majoring in economics
and mathematics. She was a member of the
College archery team and the cross-country
team. She studied abroad in Strasbourg,
France. “She had,” wrote her father, “the
fondest memories of her time at college, of
Professors Chen and Thomas, and of the
year she spent in France.” After graduating
she returned home to work in the marketing
department of Glamour Girl Lingerie. Later
she was the senior associate consultant in
her family’s firm, Núñez, Núñez and Núñez
Management Consultants. She remained fluent
in French, oral and written, and was skilled in
cake and pastry making, an art she perfected
during her time in France.
Dorothy Bixler died on December 17, 2008,
at her home in Allegan, Michigan. She was
92 years old. She worked as a custodian
at Kalamazoo College from 1966 to her
retirement in 1981. She is survived by her five
daughters, 23 grandchildren, 38 great grandchildren, and 41 great great grandchildren.
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Emeral Crosby died on March 1, 2009, from
complications encountered during surgery.
Dr. Crosby served as a trustee of Kalamazoo
College from 1988 to 2006, after which he was
honored with Emeritus Trustee status.
Barbara Filner died on February 24, 2009.
She served as assistant professor of biology
at Kalamazoo College from 1976 to 1978.
After leaving the College she settled in the
Washington, D.C., area to become director of
health sciences policy at the National Academy
of Sciences’ Institute of Medicine. There she
directed studies on a range of topics, including
mandatory retirement for airline pilots,
alcoholism, and medical education. She was
a former national president of the Association
for Women in Science and head of its educational foundation, which provided hundreds
of scholarships to female high school students
and graduate students seeking careers in
science. She retired in 2001, after serving 13
years as a senior program officer specializing
in graduate fellowships, research resources,
and international research programs at the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute.
David Upton died on January 31, 2009. He
was a member of the Kalamazoo College Board
of Trustees from 1968 to 1986. The oldest
son of Frederick S. Upton, co-founder of the
Whirlpool Corporation, David was a veteran of
World War II, engineer, purchasing director,
businessman, and state lawmaker. He also was
prominent in the Michigan wine industry. In
1978 he bought Tabor Hill Winery (Buchanan,
Mich.) and turned it into a model for the rest
of the industry. He was a key mover for the
establishment of the Michigan Grape & Wine
Industry Council in 1985. He was a visionary
who saw the potential for winery tourism and
became a founding member of the Southwest
Michigan Tourist Council.
END
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Second
Language

“H ello. How are you?” asks Dave Siegel ’06.
“Fine. How are you?” respond 38 first graders in unison (even the slight giggle!).
The scene is like something out of “Anna and the King,” sans palace. Instead this
English class takes place in Prince Royal’s College (PRC), a K-12 school of 6,000 students in
Chiang Mai, Thailand.
Siegel’s classroom is crammed with long rows of desks. There are no doors,
and the windows are grates. It’s not the greatest environment for controlling a
class; distractions are abundant. The kids sit on the desks; talk with each other;
look at picture books. Yikes! One boy shows his eye to another with a pencil.
At six foot, five inches, Siegel towers over his cute first graders, but the height
difference confers no advantage in handling their energy. Chalk up that difficulty
in part to his inexperience as a first-year teacher. On the other hand, he knows
that young Thai children are allowed to be undisciplined. When they reach high
school, they are expected to be more responsible.
Siegel readies his class for the “gym”: a musical chairs-type game designed to
help students learn the English letters he distributes, one to each child. He gives
directions for the game in Thai and cues up “The Ants Go Marching.” It goes pretty
well for a while and then devolves into chaos.
“Control over the kids is the hardest thing,” said Siegel. “Getting them to listen is the second.”
But he’s learning how to teach in the way his teachers taught him when he was learning Thai
language: using great patience to meet a great (and worthwhile) challenge.

Seigel had wanted to live in Thailand
after graduation because he loved it so
much during his junior-year study abroad
experience, when he made a commitment
to learn Thai. PRC has turned
out to be a perfect opportunity
for him.
“I learned how to operate
cross-culturally in my junior
year,” he said. “Adapting to a
new culture is like looking into a
mirror on your own. You realize
what you are like in comparison
to the different values you operate
under.”
Living with competent host
families during study abroad
eased his transition into Thai culture. The
International Sustainable Development
Studies Institute (the College’s study
abroad partner organization in Chiang Mai)

“It’s special to
teach kids how
to read. It opens
up their world to
English, and I get
to be on the front
lines in that.”

A t

takes great care to choose families who
have hosted international students and who
send their own kids off on study abroad.
That strategy ensures a more empathetic
family that is able to make more creative
responses to American students struggling
to fit in the culture.
“K” has helped prepare the art and
art history major for his current work in
other ways, including the development of
an artistic vision through his art courses.
“I learned a different way of seeing, which
I got from drawing and pottery,” he said.
“It’s an effective way to change perspective
and it challenges our tendency to take what
we see for granted without really noticing.”
Poetry helped Siegel learn Thai
because it made him conscious of “the
splendor and enjoyment of a single word.
Poetry makes the ordinary extraordinary,”
he said. “This is what life and travel is are
all about.”
Learning the Thai language he
considers the most extraordinary time in
his life—and a good way to empathize
with his young students who are learning
English.
And he considers his “K” education a
good way to exercise a lasting capacity for
thinking and playing with ideas. He fondly
recalls hanging around with students who
liked to spend Friday nights talking about
existentialism. Though it may not seem
practical to many, that capacity, and the
difficult work of teaching, make Seigel feel
more alive than ever.
“It’s special to teach kids how to
read,” he said. “It opens up their world to
English, and I get to be on the front lines
in that.”
He teaches 12 classes of first graders
once a week in 12 contact hours per week.
An insurmountable task even for an experienced teacher! But Siegel wants to be a
good teacher very badly, so he sticks with
it. He got the first grade spot because it
was the only one open at the time of his
mid-year application.
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Dave Siegel during a busy (and
exhausting) day in first-grade
English in Chiang Mai, Thailand

He’s struggled, but he’s also gained the support of the English Program coordinator, Jack
Neale, formerly the director of training and development at Kalamazoo Valley Community College
before he retired and left for Thailand seven years ago. In fact, Neale is so impressed with Siegel
that he’d like to see other “K” students apply for jobs at PRC.
Before his study abroad experience in Thailand, Siegel had never traveled outside the United
States or Canada. And it wasn’t easy after he arrived because he constantly made mistakes in a
culture so different from his own. “It was like being a kid and trying to grow up,” said Siegel. “I
was hardly functional at first, but I slowly grew as I learned the language.”
Qualifying for a job at PRC required a teacher’s certificate in English as a Second Language,
which he obtained in the United States. He also apprenticed as an instructional assistant in
reading in a high school, and that will come in handy. For his second year of teaching, Siegel has
been bumped up to high school English—more challenges, but less height difference.
-------Jack Neale, coordinator of the English Program, can be reached at jcneal@prc.ac.th.
The PRC website is: http://www.prc.ac.th/englishweb
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was the occasion for
a poem by Writerin-Residence Diane
Seuss. She read the
following during a
chapel gathering that
celebrated milestone
anniversaries and
the work of the entire
Kalamazoo College
community—students,
faculty, staff, and
alumni!

Do you ever feel it? Everything that holds us
up? The oak roots beneath the quad long
as canoes, the fine hairs of myrtle entangling
like the hair of the first girls, the groundbreakers,
the May Queen and her court spinning beneath us,
a carousel of Persephones, their pink ribbons
twisting like sinew? Do you notice the gray,
unremarkable mortar, the fingerprints of brick
layers, artisans of stone and cement, makers
of the road that leads us here, blood-colored,
arterial? Do you feel them holding us in their
cupped hands like the black filaments inside
poppies hold bees? Do you remember
the remembered names? Stone and Lucinda,
Eldred and Perry, Brooks and Hicks and Stowe
and Hoben. Light and Jones. Wilson-Oyelaran.
Wood, Arnold, Schmeichel. Griffin, Smith, Hilberry.
Wickstrom, Balch. Diebold, Manstrom, Pattison.
Ashley, Cinka. VanSweden, Weathers, Maust.
Stryker. LaChance. Williams. Crockett. Parfet.
Do you hear it? Stone, Maust, Weathers, Wood:
Stone, Moss, Weathers, Wood—what holds us up,
the elements we live by. Names dusted in chalk,
in plaster, in flour, shimmering pollen, names
honeyed and buzzing. The quad, a river of entrances
and departures, robes flowing continuous as water,

mortars tossed and flying above the current, dark
angular birds. We who stay drink from that river.
We who sweep, type, teach, scour, subtract, plant,
plan, mow, hoe, sow, reap, weep. Do you feel it,
the Foundation? Rock solid, then solidly rocking,
then spiraling, a double-helix, a hive. Do you see it?
The foundling at the heart of it all, dreaming
in her floating basket? Shall we, then, gather
at the river? Build a small fire? Bring our cellos,
our sonorous bells? Our Petri dishes, our paints,
our pipes, our gold-edged pages? Our scissors,
our seeds, our ink, our hands. We must, together,
bring the foundling of ourselves to shore. Us,
as the oak leaves above us bud and green and fall.
We are Founders, all.

