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-Kenneth G. Elzinga-

Professor Kenneth Elzinga graduated from Kalamazoo College m 1963. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics from Michigan 
State University in 1967. In that year, he began his career at the Univ~rsity of Virginia, where he has productively remained. 

In 1968, Professor Elzinga published his first article in the field of Industrial Organization. He has been publishing regularly 
in that field ever since. Notably, this body of scholarship includes numerous articles in the prestigious Journal of Law and 
Economics. He is also co-editor of The Antitrust Casebook, which has appeared in three editions. 

Economists are a notoriously dull lot. How exciting, then, to discover Professor Elzinga's professional memberships go 
beyond the American Economic Association and the Southern Ec;onomic Association, in which he served as President in 
1991, to include the Mystery Writers of America and the International Association of Crime Writers. Indeed, Professor 
Elzinga is famous in the field of economics for his murder mysteries, written under the pseudonym Marshal Jevons. These 
books include Murder at the Margin, The Fatal Equilibrium, and A Deadly Indifference. 

Research economists at state universities are also not known for their teaching abilities. Not so with Ken Elzinga, holder of 
a Distinguished Teaching Professorship from 1992 to 1997. In his essay "Teachers Must Also Learn," Charles Gragg 
states: 'Teaching is a social art, necessarily involving a relationship between people; and the success of a teacher in the 
practice of his art depends upon his possessing that quality or attitude of mind which enables him to make the relationship 
between himself and his students a reciprocal one." Ken Elzinga achieves this reciprocal relationship by holding up as an 
ideal the notion of a teacher-servant. In his personal statement of teaching philosophy, Professor Elzinga states that: "the 
one who leads should be willing to serve; if you want to be first, you line up last." 

Kalamazoo College graduate, economic scholar, murder mystery writer, teacher-servant. These are the aspects of Professor 
Kenneth Elzinga that we salute today as we confer upon him an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. Congratulations, 
Professor Elzinga, and welcome back to Kalamazoo College. 

Kenneth A. Reinert, June 10,2000 


